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Support reiterated for broadening base of consultation, parliamentary ii 


We are partners: Amir 


Unity stressed: appeal to shun recklessness 


KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Kona): HH the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmed today renewed his personal support for broadening the base of 
^Consultation, parliamentary life and peoples participation in the coun- 
try’s affairs. 

In a nation-wide address, broadcast over the radio and tetarisioB tfrisevemng, the 
Amir noted that though parliamentary life has been suspended for a period of 


“contemplation and reconsideration”, consultation has not ceased nor has people's 
participation, one way or another, stopped. 

His Highness, asserted Kuwait's communal bonds offralemiiy, reciprocal respect and 
harmony in conducting dialogue or consultations between the leaderships and gras- 
sroots as well as the dose unity and adaptability in taking the wise decision. 

“We are all partners in the (process of) building of Kuwait,” he dedared, reminding 
that love for Kuwait entails the duty “of maintaining its unity and exerting efforts for its 
pro g ress.” 
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Scores trapp ed 

Fire at 

Sheraton 

Hotel 


KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Kuna): 
Scores of lodgers were trapped in 
their rooms at the Sheraton 
Hotel here tonight, as fires broke 
out cn two floors of the hotel, 
located in Kuwait City. 

1 Fire department sources said 
that rescue operation was still in 
progress, as fires broke out on the 
second and top floors. 

They added that ambulances 
and Are vehicles rushed to the 
scene and immediately began to 
evacuate the hotel guests. 

The cause of the fire is not yet 
dear, but the sources said the Are 
may have been caused by a power 
short-circuit. 

Tens of persons gathered on 
the hotel's balconies and roof, as 
firefighters were busy extingui- 
shing the blaze and evacuating 
people. 

A source at the fire department 
said that eight persons suffered 
suffocation and one firefighter 
was hurt during the rescue opera- 
tion. 

He indicated that a spedal 
commission will be formed 
tomorrow to determine the cause 
of the fire. 

Earlier, fire squads contained 
a fire which broke out at a place 
selling gas cylinders at Tunis 
• Street, in the H jwaili area. (Sea 
Page 9) 



•i 





Aldo Gucci dies 

HEW YORK, Jan 20.1AP): Aldo 
Gucd. who helped turn his fath- 
er's Italian luxury leather goods 
company into an international 
symbol of chic but whose own son 
later implicated him for tax 
evasion, has died at age 84, it was 
announced Friday. 

• • • 

Bush reminder 

MIAMI, Jan 20. (AP): US 
President George Bush says the 
end of Former Panamanian dic- 
tator Manuel Antonio Noriega's 
rule should be a lesson for the 
“two holdouts preventing a 
totally democratic hemisphere,” 
Cuba's Fidel Castro and 
Nicaragua's Daniel Ortega. 

• * • 

Gorbachev offer 

MOSCOW, Jan 20, (Reuler): 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev on Friday renewed his long- 
standing offer to end ail Soviet 
nuclear tests. 

He said such a step — rejected 
in the past by the United States — 
would remove a threat to mank- 
ind and benefit the world's 
endangered environment. 


Weather 


TEMPERATURE will be around 
normal with light to moderate south- 
easterly wind and some clouds will 
appear. 

Stale of sea: Slight to moderate 
High water 8.00 am. 6.00 pm 
Low water 12.00 am 
Sunrise: 6.43 am 
Sunset: 5. It pm 

Maximum temperatures recorded: 
Kuwait: irC63‘F 
iAhmadi: I6'C6I‘F 
Failaka- I5*C59’F 
Minimum temperatures recorded: 
Kuwait; 4*C 39*F 
Ahmadl' 7*C 45*F 
Failaka: $‘C46*F 
Maximum temperatures expected: 
Kuwait- I8*C64-F 
Atanadi: irC6J*F 
Failaka: I6'C6I'F 
Maximum humidity recorded: 

Kuwait: 82 per cent 
.Ahmadl.- 76 per cm f 
Failaka: 70 per eem 
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Firefighters extinguishing the fire at Sheraton Hotel. 



Soviet army officers talk with Azerbaijani activists who blocked the road to Gyandzha in the Khanlar region. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 

Baku falls to army 

Many civilians and troops killed 


MOSCOW, Jan 20, (Agencies): 
The Soviet army smashed 
through barricades into Baku 
early today to seize control from 
insurgent Azerbaijani national- 
ists and dozens or civilians and 
several soldiers were reported 
killed in the operation. 

The nationalist Popular Front 
in Baku said their preliminary 
figures indicated at least 1 20 peo- 
ple had died. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
said today Moscow had sought 
for two years to solve tensions in 
Transcaucasia between Azer- 
baijanis and Armenians 
peacefully. 

“We acted on the understand- 
ing that violence only led to more 
violence,” he told the country in 
a television address hour after 
the Soviet army forced its way 
into Baku. 

Local nationalists in the rebel 
Azerbaijani capital had claimed 
they had seized power. 

“Militants nationalist career- 
ists refused to listen to the voice 
of reason,” Gorbachev, looking 
grim and wearing a dark suit and 
dark striped tie, told millions of 
viewers. 

Yaqub Khan to 
visit India, Nepal 

ISLAMABAD, Jan 20. (Kuna): Pak- 
istan's Foreign Minister Sahabzada 
Yaqub Khan will leave on Jan 21 for 
India and Nepal as spedal envoy of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in her 
capacity as the chairperson of the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Co-operation (Saarc) 
according to an announcement 

Khan's visit is aimed to consult the 
heads of state of Saarc members to 
finalise the date for the fifth summit. 


“Events took a particularly 
tragic turn in Baku,” he said. 

“There were growing calls for 
seizure of power by force in the 
republic.” 

“To our deep regret people 
have died,” be said m a 12- mm - 
ute address. 

The offidal death toll in fight- 
ing after tank-led troops sma- 
shed through barricades at Baku 
early today has been put at 60, 
including several soldiers. 

"The soldiers of the army and 
the Interior Ministry are carry- 
ing out their duty in defending 
the constitution,” Gorbachev 
dedared. 

Azerbaijan’s Communist 
Party chief Abdul- Rahman 
Vezirov was dismissed today, 
after Soviet troops stonned into 
the republican capital Baku, 
Tass news agency said. 

Vezirov was removed at a 
meeting of the Transcaucasian 

X 'lltc’s party leadership, the 
al Soviet agency reported. 
“The Bacchanalia of violence 
had acquired an ever more 
threatening and challenging 
character in Baku in the past few 
days,” Soviet Deputy Foreign 


Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh told a hastily-summoned 
briefing al the Fbreign Ministry 
in Moscow. 

The troops were ordered in 
under a Kremlin decree which 
declared that “criminal extremist 
forces” had sought to overthrow 
Soviet power in the republic on 
the country’s strategic southern 
border with Iran and Turkey. 

Is an apparent response to the 
action, the small Azerbaijani 
region Nakhichevan declared its 
secession from the Soviet Union, 
the Iranian news agency Irna 
reported. 

A Popular Front spokesman 
said those killed were mainly 
civilians shot or crushed as the 
army forced its way through 
barricades and road-blocks with 
tanks. 

“The Front has proclaimed 
three days of national mourning 
and a three-day strike," he said. 

“C riminal actions had been 
directed not only against ordin- 
ary citizens but also against the 
existing state system. The 
measures that have been taken 
have made it possible to get the 
(Continued on Page 7) 


In his address, marking the 
new decade of the century, the 
Amir pointed out that the fast 
pace of the present historic stage 
demands wisdom rather than 
recklessness, co-operation rather 
than confrontation and joining 
hands rather than defiance. 

“Let us always remember,” 
the Amir appealed, “that we are 
members of the same tiny com- 
munity which cannot tolerate 
dissent and differences and 
where it is easy to come to terms, 
given good intentions and open 
mjndedness.” 

On Kuwaiti issues, the Amir 
said they are tackled from two 
perspectives, which arc inter- 
dependent and inseparable, 
global and internal. 

He added that the world 
around, us is rapidly changing 
with emergence of new blocs, 
others disintegrating and trans- 
formations are taking place 
either in relations among coun- 
tries of the north and south or 
between the south and north. 

“No ship sailing in the sea of 
international politics can seclude 
itself, nor can some of its people 
take independent decisions away 
from its leadership and destiny, 
or fail to co-operate among 
themselves before it reaches its 
safe destination,” the Amir 
emphasised. 

Speaking of the contemporary 
global changes, the Amir pin- 
pointed dialogue between the 
two superpowers as the most sig- 
nificant event and remarked that 
agreement between the two has 
been reached on such serious 
issues as levels of nuclear disar- 
mament, while much less serious 
weapons had been acquired by 
smaller and weaker nations, 
whose funds were spent in their 
purchase and sons had been sent 
as cannon-fodder. 

Despite ideological differen- 
ces and divergence in principles 
and practices, he said the two 
superpowers reached the accord, 
thus saving much blood and 
diverting money to more ben- 
efioal fields. 

“This is an attitude of rational 
dialogue followed by countries 
where wisdom prevails," the 
Amir said. 

“This is the means we have 
chosen to be adopted by 
Kuwait,” he asserted. 

To develop life at home and 
build external relations, he said 
Kuwait strives to assert its 
presence at the world level. He 
cited Kuwait's developing rela- 
tions with the UN and its special- 
ised agencies and the bridges of 
amity it has established with the 
major powers and friendly coun- 
tries. 

He alsomade note of Kuwait's 
responsibilities as current chair- 
man of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference and atten- 
tion given to her Arab and Gulf 
ties. 

The Amir recalled Kuwait’s 
endeavours to improve Iraq-Iran 
relations and for the implemen- . 
union of all clauses of Security 
Council resolution 598. 

He praised the recent initiative 
made by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein aimed at speeding up the 
implementation of the resolution 
ana once again called upon the 
Iranian government to respond 
favourably to the initiative. 

His Highness also pointed at 
Kuwait's contribution to sup- 

(Continued on Page 9) 


Singh picks nuke expert as deputy defence minister 


NEW DELHI. Jan 20, (Reuter): Nuclear physicist 
Raja Ramanna, who headed India's atomic 
research centre when it exploded a nuclear device in 
1974, was appointed deputy defence minister today. 

Prime Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh, who 
retains the main defence portfolio, named Ramanna 
as minister of state (junior minister) for defence. 

Ramanna. a 64-year-oid expert on nuclear fis- 
sion, was director of the Bha Bna Atomic Research 
Centre when it developed and exploded India's first 
nuclear device in 1974. 

India acknowledged exploding a nuclear device 
but has always denied actually assembling any 


nuclear weapons. 

Singh kept defence for himself when he formed his 
cabinet last month and a government spokesman 
said the prime minister remains India's senior 
defence minister. 

The portfolio is politically sensitive bccauseSingh 
accuses the previous Congress Party government of 
Rajiv Gandhi of taking kickbacks in a 1986 arms 
deal with Sweden's Bofors company. 

Both Bofors and Rajiv deny the charges. 

Singh has said he will do no more business with 
Bofors unless it names any Indians who took bribes 
on the $1.3 billion contract. 



HH the Amir delivering the speech 


Riots in. 
Kashmir 
as scores 
arrested 

SRINAGAR, Jan 20, (Renter): 
Riots erupted in Kashmir today 
after Indian seenrity forces raided 
homes, arrested scores of people 
and threatened to shoot enrfew 
breakers on sight in a crackdown 
on Muslim revolt 
The latest protests began boms 
after India imposed direct rule 
through a new governor in Jammu 
and Kashmir to quell near-anar- 
chy in its only Mpstun-majority 
state. Militants there demand 
independence or secession ,to 
neighbouring Pakistan. . 

Police said six people were 
wounded when they fired on 
.demonstrators and five people 
were injured when a bomb 
wrecked a bus in Srinagar, Kash- 
mir’s sum mer capitaL 
Witnesses said that in other da- 
shes, rioters assaulted a senior 
police officer and eight women 
were injured when police used 
batons and tear-gas on demon- 
strators outride a government 
office. 

The violence started after 
paramilitary police toured the old 
quarters of Srinagar, announcing 
by loud-hailer that they would 
shoot curfew breakers. 

Witnesses said the Indian for- 
ces ignored the protests of local 
police and rounded up three 
busloads and two truckloads of 
people in bouse-to-house sear- 
ches. 

Former Governor K.V. Krishna 
Rao, who quit this week, had 
sought to insist that Indian forces 
should not make arrests or search 
homes without local police being 
present. 

India’s new government 
replaced him on Friday with Jag- 
mohao at whose appointment the 
state government qmt in protest 
Jagmohan dedared governor's 
rule, under which be ran govern ou 
New Delhi’s behalf 
The main miUtsnt group, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF), called a strike in 
the state for Monday, when Pak- 
istan Foreign Minister Sahab- 
zada Yaqub Khan is doe in Delhi 
to meet the new government of 
Vishwanatfa Pratap Singh. Kash- 
mir will be the main topic in Mon- 
day’s talks. 

The JKLF said in a statement it 
welcomed Yaqnb Khan’s visit “as 
far as strengthening friendly ties 
between the two neighbours is con- 
cerned.” 

“But no important cossuttatiou 
on Kashmir to which the state's 
people are not made a party can 
prove testing or acceptable to ns,” 
it said. 


Thatcher challenger snubbed 

Meyer dropped 

ABERGELE. Wales. Jan 20, (AP): Sir Anthony Meyer, the legislator 
who challenged Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher for the Con- 
servative Party leadership last month, was dropped by his local 
constituency parly last night as a sign of its disapproval. 

The Clwyd Northwest constituency Conservative Party in North 
Wales voted 206-107 at a meeting in Abergele to drop Meyer as its 
official Conservative Party candidate for the next general election due 
by mid- 1992. 

Thatcher, 64. won a handsome victory against Meyer's unpreceden- 
ted challenge in the Dec 5 party leadership vote but was denied the total 
triumph her supporters campaigned for. 

She got the votes of 314 of the 374 Conservative members of 
parliament while 33 supported Meyer. 24 abstained by deliberately 
spoiling their ballots, and three did not show up lor the vote. 

It was her first challenge as Conservative Party leader since she 
ousted ex-prime minister Edward Heath. 

The vote last night means Meyer will remain Conservative member 
of parliament for Clwyd Northwest until the next general election. But 
the local party will then select another candidate to fight the election on 
behalf of the Tories in the constituency. 

Meyer, a former diplomat little known outside parliament, admitted 
at the time of the Dec 5 leadership contest that he had no chance of 
winning. Buthesaid he hoped theresult would send Thatchera message 
of discontent at a time when the Conservatives trailed the socialist 
opposition Labour Party by up to 1 5 points in opinion polls. 
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NORA SUBHI YOUSIF 

with the association of the 

AMERICAN COLLEGE IN LONDON 

ITS 1st FASHION SHOW FOR 
EVENING WEAR IN KUWAIT 



at the Holiday Inn coming Friday 26th Jan. 1990 
1st COUTURE EVENING WEAR 
1st show — 4 pm followed by tea party — 1 0 KD per person 
2nd show — 8 pm followed by dinner — 20 KD per person 
For booking: Call Holiday inn Tel: 4742000, Ext 6002/6003 
t The team is flying Lufthansa from London. J 
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Governor ousted 


Manila troops use force 


MANILA, Jan 20, (AP): The government today northern island 
used tear-gas and anti-riot troops flown in from For several c 
Manila to oust a provincial governor who defied supporters had 
efforts to suspend him for allegedly supporting last nor Melvin Vai 
month’s failed coup attempt, a radio report said. ing at Tuguegai 

Independent radio station DZRH said local of Manila, 

government Secretary Luis Santos ordered soldiers “I will not a 

to disperse some 10,000 supporters of Rodolfo trampled upon 
Aguinaldo, governor of Cagayan province on the *'We will clear I 

Red Cross men killed 

MANILA, Jan 20, (AP): Suspected bandits yesterday ambushed a two-vehicle 
convoy of the International Committee of the Red Cross in the southern 
Philippines, killing a Swiss and a Filipino volunteer, a committee spokesman 
said. 

Paul Fruh, information delegate of the Geneva-based Red Cross, identified 
the victims as Walter Berweger, 37, of Saint Gallen, Switzerland, and Joanito 
Pa tong of the Philippines. 

Another Filipino volunteer was seriously wounded but five other Filipinos 
and a female Swiss volunteer escaped unhurt, he added. 

Berweger was the ICRC's top delegate for strife-tom Mindanao island and 
Pa tong was a driver working for the local Red Cross office, Fruh said. 

The attack occurred at 1 pm on the outskirts of Buldon town in Magirindanao 
province, about 880 kilometres (550 miles) southeast of Manila, Fruh said. 

Four youths in civilian clothes stopped the two cars, which were heading Tor 
the Red Cross office in Davao after conducting a survey on living conditions of 
Buldon residents who have been caught in a fighting between government 
troops and insurgents, he said. 
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northern island of Luzon. 

For several days, scores of Aguinaldo’s youthful 
supporters had prevented Santos and Vice-Gover- 
nor Melvin Vargas from entering the Capital build- 
ing at Tuguegarao, 320 kilometres (200 miles) north 
of Manila. 

“I will not allow the dignity of this office to get 
trampled upon by your governor,” Santos said. 
“We will clear them (Aguinaldo’s supporters) up.” 
DZRH said soldi ere fired several 
■ ■ ■ — ^ jA rounds of tear-gas canisters. Then, 

1 j 1 ^*61 armed with truncheons and shields, 

1 Bi w • the soldiers pushed the crowd aside 

led a two-vehicle to allow Santos. Vargas and military 
m the southern officials to enter the Capitol buld- 

littee spokesman “8; . 

Santos swore in Vargas as acting 
Cross, identified governor at 9 am (0100 GMT), 
tnd, and Joanito Aguinaldo will have to serve a 60-day 

suspension while being investigated 
e other Filipinos in connection with the coup attempt 
against President Corazon Aquino 
lanao island and from Dec 1-9, the radio station said, 

ruh said. Col Emiliano Templo, the 

in Maguindanao military's representative in serving 
la, Fruh said. the suspension order, said about 150 

were heading for anti-riot troops were down in to 
ing conditions of prevent bloodshed. Two battalions 
een government of combat soldiers, at least four 
armoured personnel carriers and 
several military trucks had ringed the 
Capitol building. 

The Supreme Court upheld a gov- 
ernment decision to suspend Aguin- 
aldo because be allegedly threatened 
to send troops and tanks to Manila 
last month to support the latest 
11 ■ attempt to oust Aquino. 

But Aguinaldo’s supporters 
.. barricaded the Capitol grounds with 

* vehicles and vowed to resist the 

order. 

' positi o n On Thursday. Defence Secretary 

r Fidel Ramos claimed Aguinaldo had 

agreed to vacate his office at Midday 
PR yesterday, but the governor said 

"that was not part of our discus- 
sion." 


Aguinaldo, a former lieutenant 
colonel with his own private army, 
said be would discuss his options 
with his followers. But the crowd 
urged him to stay on. 

■ Philippine authorities have arres- 
ted a US citizen wanted in connection 
with gun smuggling charges in 
California, officials said yesterday. 

Steve Lindsay Thomas, 34, for- 
merly a member of a US Air Force 
assault squadron, was arrested by 
Philippine Immigration Authorities 
at the Excelsior Hotel in the subur- 
ban Paranaque district on Wednes- 
day. 

Thomas, was turned over to the 
National Bureau of investigation, 
the immi gration commission said. 

US embassy spokesman David 
Andriessen said a Calif ornia court 
issued an arrest warrant for Thomas 
in March 1 989 on charges of illegally 
transporting firearms. 
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Place of religion 

Builders work at the construction site of Rome's first ghassem Amlnl, the 82-year-old Iranian head of 
mosque expected to be opened this year. A mosque Islamic Cultural Centre which is overseeing the $50 
In the historic centre of Christianity was once unth- million project said: 'This will be a place of religion. 


inkable. But even the Vatican has given its blessing 
to the Islamic place of prayer because of the 
increasing number of Muslims in Italy. Prince Aboi- 
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US envoy briefs Indian officials: us 

Undersecretary of State Robert Kimmitt has com- 
pleted a review of Washington's support for Afghan 
rebels and briefed India's new leaders, the US 
embassy said yesterday. 

A spokesman described Kimmitt's two days of 
talks in New Delhi as low-key and declined to 
elaborate on the Afghan discussions. 

India maintains dose relations with Afghan 
President Najibullah's Soviet-backed government, 
battling Western-supported Muslim rebels. 

Kimmitt, who has praised greater Soviet flexibility 
on Afghanikan. has been touring Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan to review US policy ahead of US-Soviet 
talks in Moscow next month. He left New Delhi for 
Washington yesterday. (Reuter) 

• * • 

US aid to Pakistan: Pakistan will continue to 
be a high priority country for US aid despite the 
competing demands of Eastern Europe, a senior US 
official said on Thursday. 

Undersecretary of State for political affairs Robert 
Kimmi tt told reporters be had assured the Pakistan 
government during calks in Islamabad that it would 
not be downgraded although Washington faced bud- 
get constraints. 

Republican US Senator Robert Dole suggested 
this week that Pakistan and the other four major aid 
recipients — Israel Egypt, the Philippines and 
T urlcey — take a five percent cut to help the emerging 
democracies of Eastern Europe. (Reuter) 

• • » 

Malaysia hangs Indonesian: An Indon- 
esian, convicted by a Malaysian high court of drug 
trafficking, was hanged at the Kota KinaboJu prison 
in Sabah, cast Malaysian state on Friday. 

The Indonesian authorities, however, have criti- 
cised Malaysia for the hanging because their appeals 


Politics will have to stop at the door.’ (Reuter wire- 
photo) 




for a stay of execution have been rejected. 

BasrieMasse,37,hadbeenfoundguiItyoftraffick- 
ing in 935 gm of ganja (hashish) at Putatan, near Kota 
Kinabalu in 1983. (Kuna) 

* * » 

Greece wants EEC to reject Turkey: 

G reece wants the European Economic Community 
to emphatically reject Turkey’s application to join 
the 1 2-nation group. EEC diplomats said on Friday. 

The EEC's Executive Commission said last 
December it would be unwise to expand the com- 
munity before the completion of the single market in 
1 993, and that the pofi Deal and eoooomicstuatkm in 
Turkey ruled out membership for the time being. 
(Reuter) 

• * * 

Japan's first prime minister dies: a 

member of the Imperial family who became Japan’s 
first prime minister after World War II died yester- 
day, officials at the Imperial household agency sakL 
He was 102. 

Naruhiko Higasbikuni, a great unde of Emperor 
Akihito, had been hospitalised since last May, but his 
condition worsened in November, the officials said. 
He was pronounced dead at 8.54 am yesterday (2354 
GMT Friday) from heart failure at the Nisseki 
Medical Centre in Tokyo, according to the officials. 
(AP) 

* • • 

Ex-West German party leader dies: 

Herbert Wehner, the fiery orator who quit the Com- 
munist Party to become one of West Germany’s 
leading Social Democrats, has died, a spokesman 
said. He was 83. 

Wehner died late Friday at his home in the Bonn 
suburb of Bad Godesberg, Social Democratic Party 
spokesman Eduard Heussen said. 


Shuttle delay 


An extra day due to fog 



day extended the shuttle flight to 
nearly 1 1 days, surpassing the old 
record, set by Columbia in 1983, 
by 1 1 hours, 38 minutes. 

The weather was expected to 
be favourable for die new land- 
ing time in the Mojave desert, 
although there was a possibility 
for fog again. Mission control 
commentator Kyle Herring said 
the chance for fog appeared 
greater later in the morning. 

Columbia carries enough fuel 
and other supplies to stay in orbit 
until at least Monday, said 
officials of the National Aeron- 
autics and Space Administra- 
tion. 

■ The long-awaited launch of 
the Hubble space telescope will 
be delayed from March to April 
because of a problem with one of 
space shuttle Discovery’s solid 
fuel booster rockets, Nasa said 
Friday. 

The 1.7-billion-dollar 
spacecraft is scheduled to 
become astronomy’s most sig- 
nificant tool in expanding 
knowledge of the universe into 
the 21st century. 

Scientists have eagerly 
awaited the Hubble launch since 
well before its original liftoff date 
in 1985. Early technical 
problems and the 1986 space 
shuttle Challenger explosion 
resulted in the long delay. 

Orbiting 370 miles (595 kms) 
high, the telescope will look 
seven times more deeply into the 
space and detect objects 50 times 
fain ter than the best ground- 
based observatory: * 


astronaut. Dr Ulf MerbokL-ts to 
be among the interoationc$&EW 
aboard the' OS space shuttle 
Columbia when {(blasts offnext 
December, ESA announced 
Friday. 

Meibold will serve as one of 
two payload specialists on the 
nine-day mission. 

■ Dr. Roberta Bondar will 
become the second Canadian in 
space. Minister of State for 
Science and Technology William 
Wtnegard said Friday. 


Andrew to sea, ^ 
Duchess for skiing 

LONDON, Jan 20, (AP): The Duke 
of York began a new navy posting 
aboard the frigate Campbelltown m 
Gibraltar on Friday, while hu wu* 
awaits the birth of tbeir second child ^ 
in March. _ , , „ .. 

The Dutchess, said by Buckin- 
gham Palace to be "‘perfectly .all 
right” after tripping and falling out- 
side a London restaurant Thursday 
nigh t, {lew to Klosters ski resort. 



Ramil National Cinema Co. SAX. Has tin cata 
rightsal -exploitation In Kuwait (Cinema and Video) 
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VC-790 ET 
Sharp's 4 head 
Super Muffi- 
System VCR 
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System-3Q2XT 
(BK) Compact 
Disc Stereo 
Music System 
with 36-key 
multi-function 
remote control 


l- 


R-7H10 
Microwave 
Oven with 
sensor touch 


l- 


SJ-438-K 
2 door 
Refrigerator, 
large capacity, 
no-frost 

(0-7000 + 

IQ- 703A Electronic 
Organizer + 
Translator card 


ES-45-W4T Rjfl 
Auto Washing 
Machine 


12-26. WQ-T221Z (BK) 20W Stereo Radio Cassette Recorder 
27-50. GT-249Z (BK) StyHsh Stereo Radio Cassette Recorder 
51-76. JC£15 (BK) Mini aba AM/FM Headphone Stereo 
77-101. EL-6060 Card size memo Master 


DX-R770X 
Compact Disc 
Player with 
remote control 



GAIN N GAIN LUCKY DRIVE 


Safat Square Tel: 240 9704/5/6 Salmiya. Salem Mubarak St. Tel: 571 8429 Soor St Business Machines Div.. Tel: 244 8591. 244 5040 ExL 300, 310. 315 
Service Centre Tel: 483 9891/2/3 Warehouse Tel: 431 9952/2/4 






















Proposal to place warning text on the instruments 


have proposed that a warning text be 
placed on the instruments, said the 

* i r • ? \ 


like tiny radio transmitters^ cellular 
phones give off microwaves in the 900 
MHz band. As the short antenna is 
only a fraction of an inch (2.5 cen- 
timetres) away from the user’s qkwn 
when engaged, microwaves could 
warm up the brain matter, the journal 
said. 

But the board of health has so far 1 
refused to approve warning labels- on 
the phones, arguing that not enough 


facts are known. 

. JoergenBach Andersen, an engineer 
at the institute for Electronic Systems 
,at Aalborg University Centre in wes- 
tern Denmark, has been studying the 
effect of radio waves on health in con- 
nection with treating cancer. 

"We tried to get heat from radio 
waves into our test dummies, and in 
fact that was not so easy. It takes a lot 
more (power), and that's only a tiny bit 
of the effect that goes into the hand or 
the head,” Andersen was quoted in the 
journal as saying. 


“Nobody knows for sure. Everyone 
goes around slightly nervous. There 
are good reasons for keeping an eye on 
developments," Andersen added. 

Andersen said that so long as the 
user is not talking into bis phone it 
gives off radio waves in a single high 
frequency. But these are modulated 
when the phone transmits, which sets 
up a low frequency electromagnetic' 
Geld. 

Such Gelds are like those emitted by 
high-tension power lines and com- 
puter screens. 


■t-y 


NEW ORLEANS: It didn’t take too 
long for ibe pigeons at New Orleans 
international airport to fall in love 
with the fake owls that had been 
placed outside the tenmnal to scare 
them off. 

“They may have scared the 
pigeons atone time. but they're not 
scared anymore." said aviation 
board chairman Sieve Momy. 
“Now you've got those ugly owls up 

fherft tfr** pgamt are making 

love to them, or whatever.” 

After the pigeons got over their 
fright, they moved back in and are 
making a mess of the roadway 
below. 

A few years ago. somebody came 
up with the idea of the fake owh to 
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§ and went on to dominate the 
Academy awards. (AP) 

. HOLLYWOOD: For the first time, 

■ this year's Academy Awards will 
; feature live presentations beamed 
I by satellite from aroimd the world, 
i including Moscow, London, 
f ; Tokyo, Buenos Aires and Sydney, 

[ I Australia, the Academy announced 
■ / Wednesday. 

| j Cates, producer of the 

f ghrtJ8a»a;al .Oscar Show, to be 
; j O^PchStby' American ABC 
J ; f&evmoix from the Los Angeles 
I / -Metric Centre March 26, said the 
' ; fJ&afen * wants the presentation to 
! ‘^Ife^iiftivodiamatic changes of 

<E ^Morethan 1 billion people in 
C'sroproxinratdy 9Q countries watch 
Rthe Academy Award presentations, 
B celebrating the power of movies to 
©touch the human experience," Cates 
“ told a news conference. 

“Consequently, this year we are 
making arrangements to go live via 
. satellite ... where presentations will . 
'originate from an Oscar party in - 
"each city.’’ 

y r The awards show will mark the 
o» first time satellite inserts from five 
“rcuutiucuu will be aiied iir . rr 

j connection with the Oscar 
presentations, Cates said. 


were roosting 
the facade ot 


te rminal 

in the arch that forms die facade o 
the main terminal at the aisport. 
(UPI) 


GRAND RAPIDS, Middna: The 
thief who made off with 1 57 of a 
Caledonia township man's exotic 
snakes was familiar with reptiles, 
the collector said. 

“It took me six years to get that 
many." R— H Bnwdu. 32, said o 
the S15^)00 snake collection. 
“Those were my pets. Empty 
memories is all that I have. They 
meant everything in the world to 


Woman police chief 


The mayor of Houston, Texas, on 
Friday nominated a woman to run 
the city's 4 ,000- person police depart- 
ment and become the first woman In 
charge of a major police force in the 
United States . 

Mayor Kathy Whitmire nominated 
deputy police chief Elizabeth Watson 
to run the force In the nation’s fourth 
largest city, replacing Chief Lee 
Brown, who left to run New York 
City's police department. 


He said only 19 snakes were left 
behind, including four pythons he 
had been treatmgforcolds. 

Brownlee said he and his wife 
discovered the theft Tuesday night 
after they returned from a day of 
work at their suburban Kentwood 

pet store. (UPD 


I ATLANTA: More than halfofalT 
{ Ameri c an deaths stem from nine 
| chronic diseases, including stroke, 

! heart disease and lung cancer, a US 
j government report showed 
■ Thursday. 

1 The National Centre for Disease 
Control said 52 percent of US 
| deaths in 1986— or 1,103,156 
; people — - had an underlying 
; diagnosis of one of nine chronic 
! diseases. 

i In addition to heart disease, 

j stroke and lung cancer, the long- 
lasting disorders included diabetes, * 
j obstructive lung disease, breast 
! cancer, cervical cancer, colorectal 
• cancer or cirrhosis, 
j The national, age-adjusted death 
I rate from chronic diseases was 457.6 
I yper 100,000 people, the CDC said in 
] 'its morbidity and martahty weekly 
j report. '• 

| “The lowest age-adjusted 
i mortality rate occurred in Hawaii 
; (326.8 per 100,000 population), and 
the highest in Michigan (51 7.6 per 
> 100,000 population)," the report 
i said. 


approved by the Houston Cfty'courv- ’ 
cil but city officials said they did not 
expert resistance from the governing 
-body because the 1 choice Pomes' 
highly recommended by outgoing 
Chief Brown. (Reuter wirephoto) 


CLEARWATER: A businessman’s 
plan to offer a day cruise for nudists 
that will embark from the city’s 
beach has some officials upset - 
because they fear it will interfe re 
l6fh efforiSlo attract hmiKafo (he 
beach. - 


TOCCOA, Georgia: School officials 
suspended a fifth-grade public 
school teacher for refusing to stop 
daily Bflbie readings and other 
religious instructions in c las s. 

Teacher Nancy ltd>. 50, said 
Thursday she has read Bible verses 
to her students atToccoa 
Elementary School since she started 
working there in 1979. 

“I was given the option to return 
to the classroom if 1 agreed not to 
read the Bible," she said. “I felt 1 
had God’s law to obey rather than 
man's law." 

The US Supreme Court has ruled 
in several cases that prayer, 
devotions and other religious 
teaching in public schools violate 
the separation of church and state 
mandated by the first amendment 
to the US constitution. The State of 


jhat 1 think is a positive role model 
for youth,” Mayor Rita Garvey said 
Thursday. 

“I thud: die image that’s 
generally associated with it 
unfortunately is just a little bit on 
the strange side," CMoMnir 
Don Winner said. 


Businessman Dove Catting said 
the cruise wfll embark from the city- 
operated Clearwater Marina on 

March 2. (UPI) 


MARQUETTE: A judge in 
Marquette district court is dealing 
out crewel and unusual punishment 
to some offenders.' 

Joige Patricia Meteor has 
ordered eight misdemeanour 
offenders to ameiwia by 
knitting Afghans, booties, scarves. 


mittens and caps for tbc poor. 
Mkklow and court prohatir 


Georgia's department of education 
also forbids such activity. (UPI) 


Mkklow and court probation 
officer Mary Maut yta said the 
programme helps the poor and 
allows people for whom community 
service is an unrealistic sentence to 
make restitution. (UPI) 
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Prego listens to questions on the witness stand Jan 19. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Aids doc collapses 


I can go on’ 


NEW YORK, Jan 20, (UPI): An Argentine doctor who blames New 
York City for her fatal case of Aids broke down on the stand Friday and 


York City forher fatal case of Aids broke down on the stand Friday and 
"had to be helped from the courtroom in another emotional wallop in the 
landmark case. 

“I don’t think I can go on today — I really don’t feel well," said Dr 
Veronica Prego, who heard her doctor testily Thursday that she had a 
year or less to live. 

Prego, 32, her face puffy, seemed to be having trouble keeping her 
eyes open. She sat in tlw wimess chair with her head down while defenoe 
lawyer Barbara Finger tried to question her about the day she heard on 
the telephone she had contracted the Aids virus. 

When Prego turned to Justice Aaron Bernstein and told him she 
couldn’t continue, the court was thrown into confusion. 

Bernstein sent the jury from the room and then ordered attendants to 
help Prego through a back door of the courtroom. Her mother, Juana, 
and sister left their seats and rushed to accompany her. 

Prego is suing the Gty Health and Hospital Corp. and two former 
colleagues for $175 million m state supreme court in Brooklyn, claim- 
ing she caught Aids in 1983 when she pricked her Sneers on the 
discarded hypodermicneedle filled with blood from an Aids patient at 


the city-run King County hospital. 

The case is believed to the first trial in which a doctor has claimed 
hospital negligence caused her to get Aids. 

Outside the courtroom, another Prego attorney, Susan Karten, said 
Prego had slept little during the night. 

"She’s devastated at hearing she’s going to live less than a year," 
Karten said. “She didn't know that. She didn’t know he was going to 
say that.” 

Karten referred to the testimony Thursday of Prego r s physician, 
Gerald Friedland, who was asked by defence lawyer Stanley Friedman 
how long Prego might have to live. 

“It is impossible to predict," Friedland replied. "But it is probably 
that her life expectancy is a year or shorter." 


«"jv* 



*To Hammer a Nall 1 


Yofco Ono unveils her ‘Painting to Hammer a Nail’ art piece at the 
Judson Memorial Church in New York City on Jan 19. The artwork will 
be on display for one year and the public is invited to participate in the 
art work by hammering In additional nails. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Appeal 
to allow 
pot as 
medicine 



WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (AP y. 
Groups trying to make man juana 
available for medkal uses such as 
controlling nausea in cancer 
patients yesterday appealed the 
the US Drag Enforcement 
Administration's decision reject- 
ing the move. 

The DEA acknowledges that 

marijuana has been used as a drug 
for centuries and its therapeutic 

potential has been noted by doc- 
tors for 150 yeare. 

But the drug has been Illegal in 
the United Suites since 1937 — 
with only a synthetic tetra- 
hydrocannabinol, THC, available 
for medical use — and DEA 
administrators for 15 years have 
rejected bids to make marijuana 
itself available to patients, most 
recently last month. 

The drag policy foundation, 
acting as attorney for the national 
organisation for the reform of 
marijuana laws and the alliance 
for cannibistbawpeatics, took the 
case again to the US coart of 
appeals, yesterday. 

First time 

“This will be the fifth time," 
said Kevin Zeese, counsel and co- 
fotmder of the drag policy founda- 
tion who was with normal from 
1980 to 1986. The drag policy 
foundation advocates treating 
drag abuse as a health problem, 
not a criminal proMem. 

“Each time we’ve won, "Zees* 
said. “Bat tins is the first time (the 
case) is on die issue of whether 
marijuana medical value." 

Advocates of allowing medical 
nses of marijuana want the DEA 
to change marijua na's status as a 
schedule 1 drug, which is available 
only for research, to a schedule II 
drag, which would make it availa- 
ble for patient use. 

Previous court cases have been 
more on pt oe e dina l matters, such 
as whether the DEA held 
appropriate hearings before rejec- 
ting applications. 

Safest 

On Dec, 29, DEA adminis- 
trator John C. Lawn rejected a 
longstanding petition to reclassify 
marijuana to schedule II, overtur- 
ning a recommendation by DEA’s 
chief administrative law judge, 
Francis L. Yonng, who had 
wm w m» n 4»H tfc«t marijuana be 
placed on the less restrictive 


Yormg called marijnana “one of 
the safest therapeutically active 
substances known toman." 

“The e v i d en c e in this record 
dearly shows that marijoana has 
bees accepted as capable of refiev- 
ing the distress of great lumbers 
ofverym people, and doing so with 
safety under medical superv- 
ision," Yoong wrote. “It would be 
unreasonable, arbitrary and 
capridons for DEA to continue to 
stand between those sufferers and 
the benefits of this su bstan ce in 
light of the evidence in this 
record.” 

Evidence 

Lawn wrote that Young had 
ladled to act as an impartial jodge 
m this matter. He appears to have 
ignored the scientific evidence, 
ignored the testimony of highly 
credible and recognised medical 
experts and, instead, relied .on the 
testimony of psychiatrists and 
iadfriddab who used marijuana.” 

In addition. Lawn said, Yoong 
had "ignored any evidence presen- 
ted by the government.” 

Synthetic THC is available on 
schcdide n for nse as a cancer 
chemotherapy antinanseant. 
Marijoana also has been tooted as 
useful in the treatment of 

ghnwima. 

Dr C. Stratton Hill of the 
University ofTexas’ M.D. Ander- 
son Cancer centre in Houston, 
said of THC, "the people I know 
who have ased it say it’s not better 
than other anti-emetics,” or antin- 
aosea, agtivomiting drugs. 

Emotional 

“To be effective, yon usually 
have to give it in the dose that will 
canse the mind alterations," HiB 
said. “Most patients who hare 
cancer doirt particularly like that 
because they’re older folks — and 
that’s disturbing to them." 

Hffl said tiie use of marijuana 
*H> more mi emotional issue than 
anything else. -. it’s so tied up with 
the psychological makeup of the 
person who wants to use it that it’s 
d iffi c ul t to ferret out what its use 
actually is.” 

But Zeese said studies by a half- 
dozen states comparing 


lor their antinansea properties 
have found “marijnana's mud 
more effective and much safer as 
wefl.” 


Reynolds cancels test market of new brand cigarette 


WINSTON-SALEM, N.C Jan 19, (Reuter): A 
leading US tobacco company said yesterday it 
would cancel test-marketing of its new ’Uptown' 
cigarette brand in Philadelphia a day after the top 
US health official criticised it for targetting the 
brand at black smokers. 

The company did not say whether it would ever 
introduce the mentholated brand. 

In a statement, R J. Reynolds Tobacco Co com- 
plained of the ‘unfair and biased attention’ the 
brand had received. “This represents a loss of choice 
for black smokers and a further erosion of the free 
enterprise system,” Reynolds said. 


Black and Hispanic groups, as wcD as anti-smok- 
ing interests, had harshly attacked Reynolds for the 
new brand, which the company acknowledged was 
•intended to appeal to blades. 


On Thursday. US Secretary of Health and 
i iiman Services Louis Sullivan bitterly denounced 


Human Services Louis Sullivan bitterly denounced 
Reynolds and ur^d it to cancel the plans for the test- 
marketing, which was to begin on Feb 5. 


In a speech in Philadelphia, Sullivan said it was 
time to ’resist the un worthy efforts of the tobacco 


merchants to earn profitsat the expense of the health 
and well-being of our poor and minority citizens." 


Dentist chair 


sex fantasy 


Journal defends docs 


LONDON, Jan 20, (AP): Some 
women have reported sexual fan- 
tasies after receiving sedatives 
used in oral surgery, and this may 
have produced false complaints 
of assaults against dentists, the 
Lancet Medical Journal repor- 
ted yesterday. 

“The fantasy-inducing 
qualities of benzodiazepines arc 
only now being recognised.” 
wrote the Lancet’s legal advisor, 
Diana Brahams. 

Her article discussed 41 cases 
in which women had reported 
fantasies, usually involving sex, 
after receiving the sedative. 

"In the past some doctors or 
dentists may have been wrongly 
convicted or disciplined for sex- 
ual offenses when the allegations 
stemmed from benzodiazepine - 
induced fantasies,’ 1 Ms. Bra- 
hams wrote. 


"But it does happen and the 
possibility must be realised,” 
Dowell said. “Dentists must 
make sure there is no possibility 
of suspicion of any malpractice 
on their part at all.” 

Cosmo Hailstorm, a psy- 
chiatrist specialising in tran- 
quilizer addiction, said ben- 
zodiazepines are ideal sedatives 
since they make patients very 
sleepy and blur unpleasant 
memories. 


“it messes up your memory a 
bit," Hallstrom said. "We know 


To protect themselves from 
charges of impropriety, dental 
organisations have advised their 
members not to be alone with 
sedated patients. 

“It's a guide laid down by the 
general dental council and the 
president, two years ago, citing 
recent ethical concents made it 
very clear the role of the 
chaperone in the surgery was 
absolutely essential," said Sara 
Sleet, a spokeswoman for the 
British Dental Association, 
which represents 1 7.500 dentists. 

The chairman of the British 
Dental Association’s ethical 
committee, Thomas Dowell, said 
that sexual fantasies are not a 
common side effect of ben- 
zodiazepine. 


people who start taking valium, 
which is a benzodiazepine, and 
sometimes go out and quite 
uncharacteristically shoplift 
because they are absent-min- 
ded.” 

Doctors are not as susceptible 
to false complaints. Hallstrom 
said, because procedures requir- 
ing sedation are usually done in 
hospitals where there are other 
people present. 

"Dentists are particularly vul- 
nerable because they are often 
working alone and fiddling 
around with the mouth," Hall- 
strom said. "The patients are in a 
twilight, suggestible slate and 
they come out of it and their bra 
has slipped a bit or a button's 
undone — because the dentist 
has had to pull a difficult tooth — 
and the patient puts two and two 
together.” 

This side effect of ben- 
zodiazepine was brought to the 
attention of the Lancet by Dr 
John W. Dundee, who had 
details of 27 women alleging sex- 
ual fantasies while under the 
sedatives. 


Indian Food Festival At 
Raniada Al-Salam 



Display stalls of major Indian products, 
classical performances by famous Indian 
artistes followed by tempting Indian 
cuisine at EL-BEND AJR Coffee Shop 


January 21 — 26 from 7 pm — 12 mn 


Sponsored by: 

• AlZahem & Mtdhotra 

o Kuwait India International 
Exchange 

• Tea Board of India 
o c. Ptirushoflam 

• Gulf Star Trading 


• Upton Tea Co. 

• KhazanaTex. Exhb. 

• Crescent Commercial Est 

• The New India Assurance Co. 

• Shaya£ Sheriff 

• Mohammad A. Shuab & Sons. 


(W*} iil A 

JkL£ RAMADA AL-SALAM HOTEL 
Toupfic** 4835344 —4835071 



European 

Compact 

Camera 
of the Year 



L 


IConica 04 


The smallest and lightest 
auto focus camera in the 
world 193 grams, size 
117x63x36mm. 

"The most elegant, truly 
compact and affordable" 
in the judges’ words. 

The only compact 
camera enabling auto 
focus close-ups down to 
35cm. 

Fully auto operation with 
3 flash modes and LCD 
display panel. - 


Loaded with Konica SRG 
film you can have the 
winner in your pocket 




The Symbol cfQuafity 

photo &ebto 


IMn ShfNHOOBc attorn 

Ifejftmm Showroom: 241SZB5/2414Z74 
SaMM: 5712371 - FaMwef: BitWta 

















Call to levy $1 per tick et to combat terrorism 

$1 bplan for air security 


GENEVA, Jan 20, (AP): An organisation 
that represents airline passengers' yesterday 
called foraSl levy on all air tickets to finance a 
Si ^ billion programme to improve airline 
Security and combat terrorism. 

Geoffrey Lip man, secretary-general of the 
International Foundation for Airline Passen- 
gers, said such a fund would contribute 
towards research into more sophisticated 
security technology and improved tr aining of 
airline staff, particularly in Third World 
countries. 

' He cited a survey carried out by the founda- 
tion that showed 80 per cent of travellers 
questioned would support such a levy. The 
proposed fund would complement existing 
government and airline security expenditure, 
he added. 


Treaty 
allows 
Pan Am 
claims 


NEW YORK, Jan 20, (Reuter): 
In a ruling that could afreet law- 
suits arising from the crash of a 
Pan Am jetliner over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 1988, a federal judge 
has ruled that plaintiffs can seek 
punitive damages under the 
international treaty governing 
air travel. 

Judge John- Sprizzo of the 
southern district of New York in 
Manhattan ruled on Thursday 
that punitive damage claims 
could be brought against Pan 
American World Airways in 
litigation stemming from a 
hijacking in Pakistan on Sept 5, 
1986. 

In that incident, at least 20 
passengers were killed and scores 
were injured when four armed 
terrorists seized Pan Am flight 73 
during a scheduled stopover at 
Karachi international airport. 
The plane was on its way from 
Bombay, India, to New York’s 
John F. Kennedy international 
airport. 

The Warsaw Convention, sig- 
ned in 193), limits an airline*s 

liahiH ly Hi international disaster s 

to $75,000 per plaintiff- unless 
“willful misconduct” can be 
^proven. The treaty 4oes.mot 
; specifically statewnether pun- 
itive damages can be claimed. 

Punitive damages are aimed at 
punishing a defendant and deter- 
ring wrongdoing, as opposed to 
compensatory awards, which are 
given to cover actual costs of 
injuries. 

“Punitive damages are part of 
common law tort remedies ... and 
no language in the convention 
expressly pre-empts or precludes 
such chums,” Sprizzo wrote in 
his opinion. 

While Sprizzo’s ruling is not 
binding on other ‘ ’ 




them. 

Sprizzo ’a interpretation of the 
treaty appears to differ shandy 
from a ruling issued this month in 
the Lockerbie case. 


“It is not a question of the money, it’s the 
organisation and the motivation,” Lipman 
told an American International Club 
audience is Geneva. 

"It’s the need to battle against the kind of 
inertia that sets in 12 months after Locker- 
bie,” he said referring to the bomb that dow- 
sed Pan Am Flight 103 over Scotland on Dec 
21, 1988, killing all 259 people on board and 
1 1 people on the ground! 

He railed for tougher international action, 
including severing air links, with states known 
to support or protect aviation terrorists. 

Lipman said that although many airports 
had tightened up safety procedures, much 
more is needed to be done to implement 
existing security conventions on issues such as 
baggage checks. 


Mayor Barry tests 

positive for crack 

Arrest leaves DC municipality in crisis 



More clothing seized: Police investigating 
the bombing of a Boeing 747 over Scotland have 
seized more clothes belonging to a Palestinian held in 
Sweden, a court official said onThursday in Uppsala. 
Sweden. 

The official said there would be a court he a rin g 
next Monday to approve the transfer of the dothmg 
out of Sweden for possible use as forensic evidence. 

Scottish police have already taken one batch of 


responsible for plan tinga bomb on die Pan Americ a n 
jet which exploded over the village of Lockerbie in 
December 1988, IrilHng 270 people. (Reuter) 

Boss branded a dinosaur: England's moat 

outspoken judge branded his boss an ancient din- 
osaur on Friday for overruling Ins decision to send a 
teenaged mother and her baby to prison. 

Justice James Pickles held a news conference in a 
tavern the “Inns of Court” in the northern 
Pwgtirii city Wakefield and said lord chief Justice 
Lane, England's second-highest judge, was wrong to 
criticise him. (Reuter) ^ ^ 

Follies showgirl to ran for Gov: Former 

Zegfeld Follies showgirl Olga Bond Covelli announ- 
ced on Friday in Carson Qty, NY that she was 
r unning for the office of Nevada ^governor. 

Covelli, who gave her age as 71, became the first 
person to enter the race as a Republican. Incumbent 
governor Bob Miller is a Democrat. 

A Zo gft M Follies showgirl in 1929 and 1930, 


He added that although airports inindus-- H I M m 

trialised countries had sophisticated screen- V mk m V I I H If I 

ing equipment, this was often undermined by M. M IBP M 

human error. WW m w m 

'The success or failure of a machine is so | 

often dependent on the skill of the operator,- 

who is traditionally inadequately trained, _ 

Arrest leaves DC nr 

Lipman cautioned that growing airport - 

overcrowding mensased-the risk of cutting WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (AP): Mayor Marion Barry appeared before 
corners i n sccunty pr ocedures, and warned of a foVr al magistrate Friday on a drug possession charge after inves- 

loopholes in the m^ation^ security net- ti gators said they videotaped him buying crack cocaine and smoking it 

work by lack of facdities and funds for air- „ a Washington hotel room. 

P°rts and amines m developing coantnes. xhc arrest of the mayor, who later tested positive for cocaine in his 

The Geneva-based foujmtion describes system, lift the US capi tal’s municipal political leadership in crisis, 

itself as a private non-profit organisation The magistrate ordered Bany to appear for a hearing on Feb 5, and 
whose mission is to humanise air travel. required hrm to submit to drug testing once a week until then. After the 

hearing, the mayor was taken to a cell block in the federal courthouse to 

surveillance camera by a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agent. 

FBI agent Ronald D. Stern 
said he saw the mayor exchange 
cash for drugs from a co-operat- 
ing witness. 

Barry then allegedly “put 
some of the crack cocaine in a 
smoking apparatus, lit the crack 
cocaine and smoked it,” Stern 
said in a court affidavit. 

The affadavit also said tests 
conducted on blood and urine 
samples talr*« from the mayor 
following his arrest “showed 
evidence of cocaine ingestion.” 

The cocaine possession charge 
is a misdemeanour. If found 
guilty, Barry could face up to one 
year in prison and a maximum 


bebooked. , , , f 

Barry did not immediately enter a plea to the charge of possessing a, 
controlled substance — crack cocaine in this case but his lawyer said- 
he would plead not guilty to the possession charge. 

“I am going to leave here and go about the business of government,"; 
Barry said at a brief news conference. He would not discuss the drug, 
charge. 

According to court papers filed by federal prosecutors, inc mayor, 
was observed in a downtown hotel room Thursday night through a- 


“because I think I can help the people of this state < 
confusion. "(Reuter) 


UN chief marks 70th -birthday: 

Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar celebrated 
hii 70th biithdayFridaywithaparticularpraiae from . 
the Soviet Union for his diplomatic efforts to end " 
world crises. 

UN spokeswoman Nadia Younes said in the 
United States, US President George Bush and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev called Perez de Cuellar 
to “wish him happy birthday." . . 

She said the UN chief executive also received ralk 


Former US judge 


Goldberg dies 

WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (AP): Arthur J. Gold- 
berg, former US Supreme Court Justice, labour 
secretary and ambassador to the United Nations, 
was found dead in his apartment Friday. He was 
81. 

Goldberg's physician. Dr Michael Newman, 
said Goldberg died late Thursday or early yester- 
day of cardiac arrest from coronary artery dis- 
ease. 

Henry Fleisber, a long-time friend who said he 
had lunch with Goldberg Wednesday, said a maid 
found the former justice lying ona sofa, where he 
apparently had been reading a newspaper, early 
yesterday. 

Ralph Destefano, director of Gawler’s funeral 
home, said Goldberg will be buried in Arlington 
Cemetery in Virginia just across the Potomac 
river from the nation's capital. 

The funeral arrangements were incomplete, 
Destefano said. 


agents said Friday. She was 22. 

Ms Appleby and her sister, Kim, began their recor- 
ding career in 1986 and their disco song '‘Showing 
Out,” reached number two in the British singles 
charts. 

A spokesman for Anglo-Irish, which repre s ents 
the duo, said the ringer was hospitalised earlier this 
week with a common cold. 

“That turned to pneumonia and she simply hadn't 
the resistance to fight it,” the spokesman said. (AP) 


exa ct da te was given. 

The experts discounted the theory that the primate 
could have reached Cuba on board some land of 
primitive raft. (Reuter)^ ^ ^ 

Racist wrongly nominated; two us Sen- 
ators and a Congressman helped arrana 



Aide 

defends 

Lucas 


CALGARY, Canada, Jan 20, 
(UPI): The assistant to “Star 
Wars” creator George Lucas tes- 
tified yesterday that the film- 
maker never read the script from 
which he is accused of steaHng his 
endearing Ewoks characters. 

Lucas's executive assistant 
Jane Bay testified in the federal 
court of Canada that Lucas 
doesn’t open his own maQ, and 
that unsolicited material is given 
unread to another assistant to be 
returned to the sender. 

Calgary writer-producer 
Dean Preston is suing Lucas, 
Lucas F ilms Ltd. and 20th Cen- 
tury Fox CanadaLtd. for general 
and punitive damages of S128 
million, alleging copyright 
infringement and breach of 
implied contract. 

Preston's suit alleges Lucas 
stole the concept and name for 
the characters called Ewoks — 
bear-like, child-sized three 
dwellers — from a script called 
“Sapce Pets” that Preston co- 
wrote and sent to Lucas in 1978. 

“There is no way possible Mr. 
Lucas could have seen any 
unsolicited material” because 
“George Lucas has never opened 
his own mail” and all unsolicited 
material is given to an assistant 
who returns it to the sender, Bay 
said. 

Bay said that five weeks after 
she was hired in August 1977, 
Lucas had her type up a letter for 
distribution to his employees 
that reiterated his policy that 
unsolicited material was to be 
returned unopened and unread 
to the sender. 
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Texas were to continue meeting with federal energy 
officials Friday to discusstbeproject, indodeng pos- 
sible cost oveiruns, officials said m Washington. 

“I think they’re going over the whole kit and 
caboodle,” said Randy Erben, director of the Texas 
office of state-federal xdations. (UPI) 

t • • 


Pianist Semprmi dead: Alberto Sempmu, a 
household name in Britain for 30 yean as pianist- 
presenter of the “Semprini’s Serenade” radio 
programme, died on Friday at his home in Brixham, 
Devon, his sweat said. He was 81. 

Clifford Dsom said the pianist suffered from Alz- 
heimer’s disease and died m his sleep. 

British- boro Sem prim, who had an English mother 
and TtaWan father, entertained. World War I troops 

on the piano when he was 8 years old before going to 

Milan to study. He had a distinguished career as a 
concert pianist and conductor and was artistic direc- 
tor of the Italian record company, Fonit, for more 
than 25 years. (AP) 



Pop singer Mel Appleby dies: Md 

Appleby ofthe pop music duo Md and Kim'died 
Thursday after a two-year battle against cancer, her 


Ex-Congressman jailed 

Former Bronx Democratic New York Congressman 
Robert Garcia and his wife Jane Lee leave the Man- 
hattan Federal Court House in New York after being 1 
sentenced to three years in prison lor taking bribes in 
the Wedtach scandal. (Reuter wirephoto} 


Barry had planned to 
announce his candidacy for a 
fourth four-year term on Sun- 
day, but top city officials speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity 
said Friday die announcement' 
was being postponed indefin- 
itely. 

They said they did not know if 
the mayor had changed his mind 
about sedringre-election. 

Top city officials met into the 
early hours Friday to assess the 
impact of the mayor’s arrest on 
the operation of the District of 
Columbia's government 

US attorney Jay Stephens said 
after the hearing that the under- 
cover operation that resulted in 
Barry’s arrest was “scrupulously 
fair” and said the mayor was not 
entrapped. 

“Where there is predisposition 
there isnotentrapmen v hesaid. 

After his arrest at the hotel, 
Barry-was released -on^hw own, 
recognizance and speni 
at his home where.Se 
with city officials aodlawyera. 

Assistant US attorney Judith 
Reichin said the government did 
not oppose Barry’s release on a 
personal bond. . 

Barry has been plagued in 
recent years by a ccusa t i o ns of 
drug use, but has denied ever 
using or buying drugs. His 
administration has also been 
tainted by the corruption convic- 
tions of several top city officials . 

Despite the criticisms, Barry, 
who is blade, has maintained a 
strong base of support among 
voters in the District of Colum- 
bia, which is about 70 per cent 
black. 

But the mayor’s troubles — 
coupled with Washington's soar- 
ing homicide rate mat police 
blame largely on drug trafficking 
— have attracted nationwide 
attention. 

President George Bush, asked 
about the arrest as he left for a 
trip to Atlanta and Miami, shook 
his head and said, “no com- 
ment” . 

White House spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said the 
President had no advance . 
knowledge of Barry’s arrest and 
that he had been notified of it 
afterward by Justice Department 
officials. 

Jesse Jackson, anational black 
leader and two-time presidential 
candidate who has been men- 
tioned as a posable challenger to 
Barry, commented on the arrest 
only by saying he was “stunned." 

Jackson has said be would not 
challenge Barry, an old friend 
from tbnr days in the civil rights 
movement In recent weeks, 
sources dose to Jackson had des- 
cribed him as backing a way from 
a mayoral bid. 

The FBI used a woman to get 
Barry to the hold room, said a 
law enforcement'' source who 
spoke on condition of anon- 
ymity. The woman was described 
by another source familiar with 
the case as a low-level employee 
of the District of Columbia 
government 

Barry’s, attorney, R. Kenneth 
Mundy, bad said earlier Friday 
the charges against the mayor 
were “a misdemeanour kind of 



Banry (centre) and his wife Effie (right) shown arriv ing at US£istnct Court. (Reuter wirepholo) 



City administrator Carol Thompson. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


Jackson is shown with Barry (left) during an anti- 
apartheid rally. (File photo) (Reuter wirephoto) 


Dad’s hunger 
strike in jail 

Bid to force-feed 


MANCHESTER. New Hamp- 
shire, Jan 20, (UPI): County 
officials said Friday they are 
seeking a court order to force a 
self-described fathers rights 
advocate jailed on contempt 
charges to end his 30-day hunger 
strike. 

Maurice Small, 48, stopped 
eating solid food on Dec 20 to 
protest his incarceration in the 
Hillsborough county jaiL Judge 
W illiamri Groff ordered Small 
-jailed after he was found in con- 
tempt of a court order to begin 
child support payments as part of 
a divorce settlements. 

“What I am trying to do is to 
bring attention to the real plight 
fathers are facing ... I am not 
against supporting my children. 
But I refused to be an indentured 
servant to my ex-wife,” Small, 
said in a telephone interview 
from the Goffstown lockup. 

Small, leader of Fathers 
Unitedfor Equal Justice, a group 
that believes divorce settlements 
favours mothers financially, said 
he is “feeling weak physically” 

. but intends to continue refusing 
food to draw attention to his 
case. 

Hillsborough county attorney 
Peter McDonough said he will 


ask fora court order Wednesday 
to begin force-feeding Small via a 
catheter placed into the man's 
nose. 

“We are concerned if he con- 
tinues not to eat his situation will 
deteriorate severely,” McDon- 
ough said. Small stopped taking 
fluids several days ago and has 
also rejected medical treatment, 
hesaid. 

Small, a decertified psycholog- 
ist from Nashua, was divorced 
from his wife Sandra in 1984. The 
Smalls have two children, Dan- 
iel, 1 7, and Lise, 15. Small said he 
has refused to make court- 
ordered child support payments 
because he lost custody of the 
children. 

“The way I see it, no custody, 
no child support,’’ Small said, 
adding “the court is forcing me to 
hire my ex-wife to baby-sit my 

children.” 

According to McDono ug h . 
Small owes more than 510,000 in 
unpaid child support and was 
jailed for contempt after refusing 
to pay $500 toward the balance. 

“He could be here indefinitely 
bull believe thecourt will have to 
address the situation even- 
tually,” McDonough said. 


Woman acquitted in child abuse case to file suit alleging malicious persecution 


LOS ANGELES, Jan 20, (AP): A woman acquitted 
in a molestation case ala once prestigious nursery 
school said yesterday she would pursue a federal 
civil lawsuit alleging malicious prosecution despite 
death threats to her family. 

Peggy McMartin Buckey, addressing a packed 
news conference, said she at first hesitated to 


aoouir i m urea or going to court, i m urea oi 
enduring what I’ve had to endure.’ ” 

But she said she felt those responsible for raining 


her life should have to account for it. 

Mrs Buckey and her son Raymond won acquittal 
of 52 felony child molestation charges. Jurors in the 
nation's longest and costliest criminal trial Thurs- 
day deadlocked on 12 other sex abuse counts against 
Buckey and a- single conspiracy count against him 
and his 63-year-old mother. 

Superior court judge William Pounders declared 
a mistrial on the 12 counts and dismissed the 
deadlocked conspiracy charge against Mrs Buckey. 
He set a Jan 31 hearing to determine whether the 13 
unresolved counts will be d ismiq^ H agains t Rnrlr^y 


Buckey, 31, who spent nearly five years in jail 
before making bail , and his mother, who was jailed 
for almost two years, cried as they heard the ver- 
dicts. 

“If it can happen to seven innocent people it can 
happen to you too. If it had not been in my faith in 
God, I wouldn’t be here today,” Mrs Buckey raid. 

Buckey avoided reporters after the verdict 

ImtiaflyTfive other teachers, including Mrs Buck- 
ets mother and daughto, were charged. 

The trial cost about SI 5 million and lasted nearly 


three years. 

The lawsuitfiled yesterday names as defendants 
Los Angeles county, the dty of Manhattan Beach, 
former district attorney Robert Phflibosian, Chil- 
dren’s Institute International and therapist Kee 
McFarlahc, as well as Capital Cities-ABC Inc. and 
its former reporter Wayne Satz. 

It contended that all defendants joined in a cons- 
piracy to have the McMartin pre-school defendants 
indicted. The lawsuit sought general damages of $1 
million and unspecified special damages. 


An FBI 
agent 
killed by 
gunman 

STLOUIS, Jan 20, (UPI): Agu* 
man opened fire last evening on 
three FBI agents 'executing i 
search warrant in a robbery case, 
killing one of the lawmen and 
injuring the other two before he 
was gunned down himself, the 
FBI said. 

The two wounded agents are 
44 and 39, said Dare Benning, 
the agent in charge of the Sl 
L ouis office. He would not iden- 
tify any of the three agents. 

One was shot in the arm and 

the other was shot in the leg in the 
attack at a house in south St 
Louis County around 7 pnt they 
were listed in stable condition at 
St Anthony's Medical Centre 
late yesterday, said Mary Jo 
Goeller, a hospital spokes- 
woman. 

“They’re still running tests os 
them,’’ Goeller said. “I donH 
know- if they’re going to admit 
them. All three arrived at 7:25 pm 
and each had been shot once.” 

. She said the dead agent, who 
died of a head wound, was 45. 

“An agent was pronounced 
dead at 9 pm” said Benning. “He 
was killed while helpingexecutea 

search warrant. 

I ' 

The agents hatf^otie to thi 
house to execute, the wanan 
against a suspect in a Jan 3 rob 
bery at a credit union. Thej 
entered the house near interstaU 
55 and a man opened fire, auth- 
orities said. 

“The agents were looking fa 
money and weapons “ Benninf 
said. "We used a swat team. 71^3 
penetrated the door and then ih< 
shooting occurred.” 

FBI special agent pick Her 
p*an said the gunman was killec 
tn an ensuing shootout. He wa . 
identified as James Price, 45. 
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Colombia 
vows to 
continue 
drug war 

BOGOTA. JaD 20. (AP): 
PresideDt Virgitio Barco war ned 
yesterday against hig h expecta- 
tions created by drug traffickers 
who say the government has won 
the drug war. 

Barco said his administration 
would take the best road to 
^ ensure a final victory over traf- 
fickers, who released a statement 
Wednesday announcing their 
acceptance of defeat at the hands 
of the government. 

In light of the drug traffickers* 
admission of defeat, the 
presidential statement said it was 
necessary “to take the best road 
to ensure the final success of the 
policy followed by the govern- 
ment, supported by the Colom- 
bian people and the international 
community.” 

The presidential commun- 
ique, which was sent to Colom- 
bian and foreign media, did not 
specify what, if any, new steps the 
government would take to 
cement a victory over drug traf- 

^ficking. 

' It did not mention Colombia's 

policy of extraditing drug-traf- 
ficking suspects wanted by the 
United States to that country for 
trial. The policy was implemen- 
ted last summer to move drug 
traffickers out of the Colombian 
judicial system, which had been 
battered with killings, threats 
and bribery. 

' Several Colombian officials 
have said that the Medellin Car- 
tel's communique was merely 
another attempt to lure Barco 
into ending extradition, 
j Other officials have expressed 
concern, that the Medellin Cartel 
leaders are trying to persuade the 
government to include them in 
an amnesty recently offered to 
leftist guerrillas for past political 
crimes. 

Barco ’s response appeared to 
rule out both an end to extradi- 
tion and an extension of the 
amnesty to drug traffickers. 

Barco reiterated the govern- 
ment’s demand that drug traf- 
fickers’ fulfill their promises to 
cease assassinations and other 
terrorist violence, to free all of 
their hostages and to abandon 
their cocaine business. 

‘-The’ president called for the 
Colombian people’s' continued 
Solidarity in order “to reenperate 
the public tranquility we all long 
for." 

The Ex iradi tables said in their 
communique that they were con- 
ceding victory to the government 
ina drug war that was intensified 
.last August, after traffickers gun- 
ned down a leading presidential 
candidate — Sen. Luis Carlos 
Galan. 

In the communique, the group 
offered to abandon the cocaine 
trade, lay down its aims, call a 
haft to its terrorist campaign 
and release all of its hostages. In 
return it asked only for “con- 
stitutional and legal guarantees” 
from the state. 

The specific guarantees were 
not stated. 

Interior Minister Carlos 
Lemos Simmonds was quoted 
yesterday by the respected 
Bogota daily El Espectador as 
saying the government was 
pleased to receive the traffickers’ 
communique and was studying 
it. 

The communique was 
delivered to the government by 
the firsL of two cartel hostages 
'*• that were released. Patricia 
Echavarria, the sister of 
President Barco’s son-in-law, 
and her daughter Dina were 
freed Wednesday in Medellin. 

Traffickers released another 
hostage, Mauricio Toro, on 
Thursday in the city after forcing 
the 23-year-old merchant to 
memorise a message for US 
President George Bush. The 
message urged Bush to take traf- 
fickers at their word when they 
said they were ready to surren- 
der. 

The cartel continues to hold 
at least 18 hostages, including 
Alvaro Diego Montoya, the son i 
of Bareo’s general secretary and 
closest advisor. German Mon- 
toya. 

■ Military intelligence forws 
recently discovered a plan by. 

Colombia's largest leftist 
guerrilla group to fight sji all-out 
war to take over the country 
within seven years, the comman- 
der of the country’s army Gen. 
Jesus Armando Arias satd yes- 
terday. 



A legal female 
nurse 

for a full-time job at a 
private paediatrics 

clinic. 

Ttaf. 2614130 


Pl an to revoke BCCI’s licen ce 

Guilty plea on money-laundering charges enough for Florida action 


TALLAHASSEE, Florida, Jan 20, (UPI): 
State Comptroller Gerald Lewis plans to 
.revoke the Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International's licence to operate in 
Florida, saying a proposed federal penalty 
against the bank is little more than “a slap 
on the wrist” 

The bank, known as BCCI, pleaded 
guilty earlier this week in Tampa to federal 
money-laundering charges. Meanwhile, 
jury selection continued Friday in the trial 
of six other defendants charged in the S32 
milli on international money-laundering 
case linked to deposed Panamanian dic- 
tator Manuel Noriejga. 

“Money laundering is the lifeblood of 
drug traffic " 


to be really serious about it ... It is my 
intention to take the strongest action pos- 
sible, including revocation of their licence 
to do business in Florida.” 

The bask, based m Luxembourg, has an 
office in Miami that lends money and takes 
foreign deposits. It dosed its offices in 
Boca Raton and Tampa after bong indic- 
ted on themone^-lanndering charges. 

The trial against the six defendants 
remaining in the case — including Manuel 
Noriega’s former banker, Amjad A wan; 
four BCCI officials and a Panamanian 
businessman — stem from a 33-count 
money-laundering and drug-trafficking 
indictment returned in 1988. 


iddng,” Lew is said “We ought According to the indictment, BCCI held financial institutions in the woi 


officers used a series of wire transfers and 
loans among its various bank brandies 
world-wide to make drug profits appear to 
be legitimate bank deposits. Drug profits 
were filtered into Tampa from Houston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, Detroit, 
New York and Philadelphia, the indict- 
ment said. 

The indictment said BCCI officiate 
wired money to Panama and deposited it 
into accounts of dummy corporations. 
Smugglers received cheques written from 
those accounts, investigators said 
Federal officials said the bank's strategy 
of seeking drug dealers as customers hel- 
ped make it the seven th-largest private^ 


federal officials said 

. On Tuesday, two BCCI divisions agreed 
to plead guilty to money-laundering char- 
ges and forfeit more than SI4 million in 
certificates of deposit bought with illegal 
profits. 

The plea agreement requires BCCI to 
co-operate in other investigations, which 
are expected to include the drug and 
money-laundering cases pending against 
Noriega, who is in custody in Miami 
awaiting trial on cocaine trafficking char- 
ges. He also is charged in Tampa with 
marijuana trafficking. 

Lewis he is concerned that the case 
against the bank might not be made final 
until Noriega's Miami trial is completed “ 


Turn over Noriega 
records to defence 

Court tells probers to avoid intimidating witnesses 


MIAMI, Jan 20, (AP): A US magistrate ordered the government . 
yesterday not to destroy any documents confiscated from Manuel * 
Antonio Noriega’s homes or offices during the P anama invasion and 
told prosecutors to turn over an inventory of the evidence to the 
defepce. 

In an earlier hearing yesterday, a federal judge refused to order 
government investigators away from defence witnesses in the case of a 
Noriega co-defendant, but cautioned both sides to avoid intimidation. 

The magistrate’s rating came after an emergency motion by Noriega 
defence attorney Steven KoiUin, who said assistant US attorney Myles 

Assistant US attorney 
Michael Sullivan called the 
defence request unrealistic, say- 
ing it was almost impossible to 
determine which of the 
documents would affect 
Noriega's case directly. 

But Kollin responded that the 
defence wanted everything. 

“When you're a general in an 
army, everything is under your 
dominion and control,” he said. 

The magistrate ordered the 
protection and inventory of the 
documents, but cautioned that 
the defence must give more 
specific information of the 
addresses of Noriega’s home in 
P anama City and Rio Hato and 
disclose which offices he 
.occupied jp (be Panama defence 
forces headquarters and Fort 
Amador.^ s 

At the request of the defence, 
the magistrate excused Noriega 
from attending the session. 

After the hearing, Sullivan 
refused to comment on Mal- 
man’s reported visit to Panama 
City. 

The magistrate said the inven- 
tory of documents from the 
house must be available by Thur- 
sday, the day before Noriega’s 
bond hearing, because the 
defence contended some 
evidence from the homes may 
bear on that hearine. 

Earlier in US district court, 

Judge William Hoeveter refused 
to order government inves- 
tigators away from defence wit- 
nesses in the case of Noriega co- 
defendant Luis Del Cid, alleged 
to be one of the former dictator’s 
right-hand men. _ 

An attorney for Del Od com- 
plained to the court that inves- 
tigators from the Immigration 
and Naturalisation Service 
visited the defendant's wife and 
two friends soon after the three 
testified at a bond hearing Tues- 
day. 

“These witnesses declined to 
go back to court today — they 
are terrified,” said Attorney 
Samuel Burstyn. “They are 
worried about their immigration 
status." 

According to Burstyn, the 
agents demanded that the 
women turn over all their 
immigration papers and give 
information about bow they 
entered the United States. 

Hoeveler noted that the 
women — Tilsa Del Cid and 
Norma and Eglantina Alvarez — 
had ordered to lake custody of 
Del Cid if he is freed on bond. 

Assistant US Attorney 
Michael Sullivan was 
unapologeiic about the visit to 
the three women, saying it was 
part of a wider probe. But he 
denied Burstyn's allegation that 
the INS agent accused the 
women of involvement in 
money-laundering to frighten 
them into silence. 

*Tbe INSdid have an ongoing 
investigation about alien smug- 
gling which touched on Del 
Cid,” the prosecutor said. “We 
were seeking information about 
this family.” 


Malm an had travelled to Panama City to inspect material seized by US 
troops. 

The USattorney’s office did not object to the order, but warned it was 
uncertain how long a full inventory would take. 

Kollin told US magistrate William Turnoff that Noriega’s case was 
peculiar in the annals of criminal justice. 

“This case is so different ... it’s utterly different,” Kollin said. “When 
in the past has an invasion occurred and everything in the country was 
taken?" 



Demolition ot Noriega’s former HQ began. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Ortega 
raps US 
meddling 

MANAGUA, Jan 20, (UPI): 
President Daniel Ortega accused 
US diplomats m Nicaragua of 
masterminding an opposition 
campaign to disrupt the econ- 
omy before Feb 25 elections, 
Nicaraguan media reported yes- 
terday. 

Ortega, speaking Thursday at 
a campaign rally in Cindad 
Dario, about 60 miles (95 km) 
north of the capital, said US 
diplomats “are the ones who tell 
(the opposition) what to do, who 
to attack and how to do it.” 

Last month, Ortega ordered 
20 US diplomats expelled from 
Nicaragua in retaliation for a 
raid by US troops on the houseof 
the Nicaraguan Ambassador in 
Panama City. 

Ortega said the opposition 
newspaper La Prensa has been 
“distorting and manipulating” 
economic stories “to create mis- 
trust among thepopulation”. 

La Prensa is owned by Violeta 
Chamorro, presidential can- 
didate of the National Opposi- 
tion Union and Ortega’s main 
rival. 


Panama likely 
to get US aid 

Quayle to hold talks 


WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (AP): 
US Vice-President Dan Quayle, 
meeting resistance in his bid to 
visit some Latin American coun- 
tries, will hold bilateral talks with 
six beads of state when he goes to 
Honduras later this month for 
the inauguration of that coun- 
try’s President, his office said 
yesterday. 

On a stop in Panama, Quayle 
will discuss the possibility of US 
aid to repair the invasion-torn 
nation, said Quayle press 
secretary David Beckwith. 

In Tegucigalpa, Quayle has 
scheduled meetings with the 
Presidents of Venezuela, El 
Salvador, Belize, Costa Rica and 
Guatemala, as well as with the 
new President of Honduras, 
Rafael Callqas. 

Those discussions most likely 
will accomplish what President 
George Bush had in mind when 
he assigned Quayle to visit the 
region to soothe Latin objections 


to the US military invasion of 
Panama, Beckwith said. 

“If the consultations are 
accomplished, it reduces the 
urgency” of visiting those coun- 
tries personally, Beckwith said. 
“It will fulfil the mission.” 

The talks give the leaders of the 
Latin nations an opportunity to 
meet with Quayle without receiv- 
ing hhn in their own countries. 

Many Latin leaders have 
voiced objections to receiving 
Quayle so soon after the Dec 20 
invasion of Panama, particularly 
with US invasion troops still in 
the country. 

Administration officials ackn- 
owledge that they were troubled 
by the reaction from the Latin 
American nations. Officials said 
that while none of the leaders 
refused to speak to Quayle, they 
let it be known that this was not 
the best time for a US vice- 
president to visit. 


IRA’s 
bonus 
offer for 
Stinger 


WEST PALM BEACH, 

Jan 20, (Renter): Four susp ec ted 
members of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) believed to be on a 
weapOBS-sbopping expedition to 
Florida were ordered held without 
bond at a coart appearance here 
yesterday. 

The four were arrested last 
Friday after allegedly taking 
defivery of a powerful ground-to- 
air Stinger im— a* that they told 
undercover agents was for nse 
against British mifitary helicop- 
ters. 

The fov suspected IRA mem- 
bers have been ordered held with- 
out bond. 

US magistrate Aak Vftunac 
said yesterday that Kerin McKin- 
ley, 33, Sean McCann, 34, and 
Joseph McCoigan, 39, could pose 
a risk to the safety of as uniden- 
tified witness. 

Vitunac ordered a fourth man in 
custody under the same charges. 
Seamns Moley, 30, held because 
he is a risk to flee the United 
States. 

One suspect even offered 
federal undercover agents a bonus 
to dcBre rthembrilB to Ireland, an 
agent testified yesterday. 

• US customs agent Mark Oden, 
testified tkat the group's weapons 
expert offered nndercover agents, 
who pretended to be selling the 
weapon, $10,000 over and above 
the $50,000 they were paying for 
the Stinger if they coaid arrange 
to have it delivered. 

Odea identified the weapons 
expert as Joseph Martin McCol- 
gan, 39, who federal prosecutors 
say flew into West Pahn Beach 
taut Friday from Ireland to auth- 
enticate the Stinger. 

Ihe purchase had been arran- 
ged in eartkr negotiations bet- 
ween nndercover agents and the 
three other suspects in the case, 
who had told than an expert would 
be flying in to examine the Stin- 
ger. 

One of those aspects, Kerin 
Joseph McKinley, 33, boasted to 
agents during the seven-week 
undercover operation that his cefl 
within the IRA was involved in the 
attempted assassination in 1984 
of British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher. 

Four people died in a hotel 
bomb blast to Brighton, England, 

McCoigan and McKinley, 
together with their co drffdantv, 
Seamns Moley, 30, and Sean 
John McCann, 34, face the pos- 
sibility of 30-year prison terms 
and $250,000 fines if convicted on 
charges of conspiracy and aims 
export violations. 

They were arrested last Friday 
after McCoigan staffed the mis- 
sile into Us car and attempted to 
chive away from a 


Federal ievestigators said the 
s usp e c ts, apart from McCoigan, 
bad been firing at a West Palm 
Beadi caravan park for about a 
year and the investigation began 
after a suspicions resident contac- 
ted federal authorities. 

■ One of Northern Ireland’s 
leading Londonderry Roman 
Cathotic bishop Edward Daly on 
Thursday condemned the Irish 
Repubfican Army (IRA) as ruth- 
less, heartless murderers. 

Jta one of the church’s sharpest 
attacks os the IRA, which is 
iag to esd British rule La Northern 
Ireland, Daly swk “They have 
wrecked people's lives, homes and 
happiness .. they have brought 
heartbreak to family after 

family .” 


San Salvador court charges top army officers with Jesuit murders 


SAN SALVADOR, Jan 20. (AP): An 
army colonel, three lieutenants and five 
e nlisted men were charged yesterday with 
murdering six Roman Catholic priests, 
their housekeeper and her teen-age daugh- 
ter last November. 

Among the suspects was Col Guillermo 
Benavides, director of the military college, 
the highest ranking armed forces officer to 
be accused of a crime of human rights 
abusein El Salvador’s 10-year civil war. 

Hrm’t want anv witnesses.” two 


accused lieutenants, Gonzalo Guevara 
and Jose Espinoza, quoted Benavides as 
telling them shortly before midnight Nov 
IS, when be allegedly ordered that the 
priests be slain. 

Judge Ricardo Zamora of the 4th penal 
court ordered the eight defendants in cus- 
tody held for trial on charges of murder 
with “premeditation and perfity.” 

If convicted, each could be sentenced to 
a maximum of 30 years in prison, accord- 
ing to court secretary Nicolas Hernandez. 


Hie ninth suspect deserted from the 
army in December and remains a fugitive, 
officials said. 

In pre-trial depositions made public yes- 
terday, several of the soldiers described 
how five of the priests, including Ellacuria 
and vice-rector Ignacio M&rtm-Baro,were 
roused from their beds, taken to the yard 
behind their home and forced to lie face 
down in the grass. 

SgL Antonio Avalos and Pvt Oscar 
Amaya admitted they shot them to death. 


Avalos said he understood Espinoza gave 
the order to fire, and believed the victims 
were “terrorist delinquents" and that if he 
disobeyed he “would be accused of 
treason.” 

Espinoza, Guevara and Lt Rene Men- 
doza denied they did any killing but admit- 
ted they took part in the operation. Ben- 
avides' deposition was not made available, 
but court sources say he denies the murder 
charge. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 









March for loved ones 

Relatives ot missing persons m Chile place picture* ot their loved ones on a 
tence in Villa Baviera, which is pan ot the lerritory ot the mysterious dignity 
colony. Jan t9. The demonstrators believe lhat iheir relatives were taken to rhe 
colony and were brainwashed The march was slopped by police, who arrested 
one protester (Reuter wirephoto) 


‘Ice frlb Seized: Sheriff's deputies said in Sacramento Friday they 
have seized the first secret laboratory in the continental United Statesfor 
making “ice,” a potent new drug thought to be more addictive than crack 
cocaine. 

The white, smokable crystals of rnelhamphmmioc made at the lab 
were distributed to drug dealers coast-to-coast, Sacramento County 
sheriffs Sgl Gary Griizmachcr said. 

Deputies discovered tiuriab last weekend in the Sacramento suburb of 
Elk Grove on a tip from 'police in Colorado Springs, Colorado, who 

arrested two people on suspicion of possessing "ice." (UPIJ 

* ■ • 

600 detained in drag swoops: Spanish police said on Friday 
they had detained more than 600 people in a countrywide crackdown on 
traffickers selling drags to schoolchildren in Madrid. 

They seized 1 .5 kg (three pounds) of hashish after a series of raids near 
schools. (Reuter) 

mm* 

Korean immigrants held: Drug agents seized five kilogrammes 
( 1 1 pounds) of “iceT” or crystal methamphetamine, and about S800.000 
in during a raid that led to the arrest of seven Koreans, authorities 

said. 

Drug Enforcement Administration spokesman Richard Keller said 
the raid Thursday stemmed from the investigation and arrest on drug 
charges of a reputed Hawaiian crime figure, Clarence “Japan" Hands, 
last Jan 6. (API 

• • • 

Bush warns Castro: Declaring “the day of the dictator is over,” 
President George Bush Friday in Miami.ad viced Presidents Fidel Castro 
of Cuba and Daniel Onega of Nicaragua to take note of the democratic 
forces at work throughout Latin America. 

Speaking at a political fund-raiser for Florida Gov. Bob Martinez, 
Bind) hailed the interna bona] changes of the past year, especially in 
Panama where US forces invaded Dec 20 and ousted strongman Manuel 
Noriega, who is awaiting trial in Miami on drug-trafficking charges. 

“Now the people rule in Panama.” Bush said. “In fact, there are only 
two holdouts preventing a totally democratic hemisphere. So let Daniel 
Ortega and Fidel Castro take note — like (he dinosaur, the day of the 
dictator is over." (UPI) 

* • * 

’‘Charge a miserable tie” Cordero: Former president Leon 
Fehres Cordero said Friday he wili appeal an order for his arrest issued 
by the supreme court ona'charge of embezzlement of public funds. 

The case involves the alleged payment of SI 50.000 to an Israeli anti- 
terrorism expert in 198-7 while Fcbres Cordero was president. He called 
the charge a “miserable lie." (AP) 



Animals 

Giuseppe Marano. 30 (left) and his wHe Aiessandra 26, arrested by 
Naples police, Jan 19. as they tried to inject their two-year-old son David 
with heroin. (Reuter wirephoto) 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

Following personnel are required for 
a leading Electro-Mechanical 
Contracting Company for H.V.A.C. 
field. 

1. Installation Engineer 

2. Maintenance Engineer 

3. Duct Fabricator/Erector 

4. Maintenance Foreman 

5. Maintenance Mechanics 

Apply immediately to P.0. Box 2521 5 Safat, 
131 13 A/C Dept, trim C.V. and latest 
photograph. 



Governors wanted 

For a child with special needs. 

Should be over 40 years, experience is a must 
highly responsible, honest extremely clean, with 
good command of English reading and writing as 
well. 

Salary decided upon interview . 

Candidates who are qualified, please call 
Tel: 4844671. 
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on mayor, 
outcry 
in Japan 


NAGASAKI, Jan 20, (AP): 
Japanese expressed outrage yes- 
terday over the attempted assas- 
sination of Nagasaki's mayor by 
an nltranationalist who said he 
“couldn’t condone” the mayor’s 
comments about the late' 
emperor Hirohito. 

About 300 city employees 
rallied outside city hall, one day 
after Hitoshi Motoshima was 
shot there by a right-wing 
extremist 

Motoshima had received 
death threats since he said in 
December 1988 that he felt Hiro- 
hito, at the time dying of cancer, 
bore some responsibility for 
World Warn. 

“The mayor was shot, but he 
was not the only target. 
Democracy is being threatened,” 
said Yukiyoshi Sato, sccretary- 


orkers Union. 

“They’ve caught the assailant, 
bat that’s just the tip of the right- 
ists. They’ll just keep coming 
back,” Sato said as he sat at the 
wheel of a van carrying a large 
banner reading, “bullets cannot 
kill democracy.” 

Police arrested Kazumi Tajiri, 
an avoved right-wing terrorist 
from Tokyo, and searched 
offices of the sane Thinkers 
School, the rightist group to 
which he belonged, a police 
official said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Tajiri, 40, admitted shooting 
Motoshima and said he “coul- 
dn't condone” Motoshima's 
remarks, police told reporters. 
The 67-year-old mayor also said 
at the time that Hirohito could 
have prevented the atomic bom- 
bing of Nagasaki on Aug 9, 1945, 
and of Hiroshima three days 
earlier. The nuclear attack on 
Nagasaki left at least 70,000 peo- 
ple dead. 

The comments infuriated 
Japan’s small, radical right-wing 
fringe, who revere the imperial 
family and descended on city hall 
in sound trucks demanding 
“death to Motoshima.” Police 
protection was provided until 
Motoshima asked that it be dis- 
continued last month. 

Following the shooting; the 
national police agency, .urged 
' local au thorities to increase their ' 
•vigilance 'over thcunatfon's 820 
right-wing groups and recom- 
mended tighter security for 
public figures. 

At the city hah rally, Sato said 
the mayor “risked his own Hfe in 
fighting to protect freedom of 
speech ana democracy. We 
declare our resolve to resolutely 
uphold these principles in the 
wake of this attempt to suppress 
them with a pistol” 

. Motoshima was shot once in 
tiie back, with the bullet slightly 
damaging his left lung. Doctors 
said he would recover and could 
leave the hospital in a month. 

Government officials were 
quick to condemn the attack. 

“It’s a real shock. In Japan it’s 
so rare for anyone to have a gun 


KAL ignores measures 


Safety violation 


SEOUL, Jan 20, (AP): Inspectors found Korean Air has violated 
safety and other regulations and let its pilots fly off course on 
some international flights to save fuel. Transportation Ministry 
officials said yesterday. 

' “Inspectors discovered many problems in KAL’s man- 
agement, m a in tenance and safety measures, they said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

The officials said details on an inspection of KAL would be 
released later, and they declined to link their report to the 1983 
disaster in which a KAL flight was shot down by Soviet fighter 
planes after straying off course and allegedly entering Soviet air 
space. 

The downing of KAL 007 in September 1983 killed all 269 
people aboard the US-Korea flight, and some families have 
sought punitive damages in US courts, contending the plane’s 
crew acted with wfllnill misconduct in straying into Soviet 
airspace. 

■Rie airline did not comment immediately on the Transport 

Ministry report. 

In the past KAL has deneid its pilots cut short routes, though 
South Korean newspapers have reported such instances several 
times. 

An inspection was launched after a KAL DC-10 jetliner 
. crashed last June short of Tripoli airport in Libya, killing 80 
people. Charges were filed against the pilot after Libyan and 


The ministry officials said KAL was fined 544,000 US and 
ordered to correct professional inexperience, unfaithful main- 
tenance and overstrain that could lead to accidents. 

The officials said the company had allowed pilots to cut short 
regular flights by three to 121 miles (five to 200 kilometres) on at 
least 14 international routes since 1980 to save fuel. The airline 
cut short some US-Korea routes, the officials said, refus in g to 
elaborate. 
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Boat people protest 


Bush’s Beijing 


policy attacked 


US alters 
stance on 
refugee 
expulsion 


Democrat criticises China visits 



WASHINGTON, Jan 20, ( AP): 
Ik United States will no longer 
oppose Britain's decinoa to forci- 
bly retnrn boat people from Hoag 
Kong to Vietnam, officials have 



China accused 



— just police and gangsters,* 
said Mifcako Umchara, a dtj 


said Mikako Umchara, a city 
hall employee. “For this to hap- 
pen right in front of our eyes is, I 
think, a much bigger shock than 
for Americans or Europeans.” 
Possession of handguns is 
illegal in Japan, and only police, 
the military and strictly licensed 
hunters are allowed firearms. 


NEW DELHI, Jan 20, (AP): 
Three Tibetans said today they 
were beaten, tortured and held in 
solitary confinement by Chinese 
authorities trying to suppress the 
Tibetan independence 

movement. 

The two Buddhist monks and 
a shepherd woman fled Tibet and 
trekked separately for two mon- 
ths through the Himalayan 
mountains to reach India, the 
home in exile of their leader, the 
Dalai Lama. 

“You see this stuff in horror 
movies only, or in a very bad 
dream,” said Tashi Dolma, 27, 
who said she was arrested in 
march 1988 for carrying 
videotapes of the Dalai Lama. 

“I was kept in a very small cell 
with my body chained,” Ms. 
Dolma, the daughter of a she- 
pherd, said through an inter- 
preter at a news conference 
organised by the Dalai Lama's 
office. 

Ngawang Gelek, a 28-year-old 


who was a monk at the Gaden 
monastery, said he was arrested 
for throwing a stone at Chinese 
soldiers. He said he was tortured 
with scalding water and cattle 
prods. 

“During my detention, the 
Chinese authorities told us, you 
all are Dalafs running dogs split- 
ting a great motherland, spread- 
ing separatism, Tibet is always a 
part of China, and freedom is 
daydreaming,” he said. 

Dolma and Gelek said they 
fled for fear they would be arres- 
ted and tortured again. 

A third Tibetan, who was 
introduced only as Lobsang and 
identified as a 24-year-old monk, 
said he had. seen Tibetan prison- 
ers die of torture. He said Chin- 
ese prison officials broke four of 
his ribs and his right shoulder, 
and subjected him and others to 
electric shocks. 

“But I plan to return one day 
to work for Tibetan indepen- 
dence” Lobsang said. 


In exchan g e f or withdr a wing its 
opposition, however, the United 
States b demanding a one-year 
moratorimn of the in vo lunt ary 
repatriation, daring which time 
relief workers wifi try to penande 
the “boat people** that itsaafe for 
them to go back to Vietnam, the 
officials said yesterday. 

The revised US position will be 
presented at an 18-natioa meeting 
;i- m Gea eT a ncxt week-wheat* aaota- 
1 1 tioq.wflt be nought to the growing 
;oamher of Vietnamese stranded in 
. Hoag Kong, Thailand .mod other 
Southeast Asian cotmtries. 

Britain has indicated it will 
reject the year-long moratorimn 
proposal, but a com promise — 
possibly of six months — is expec- 
ted to emerge at the two-day meet- 
ing, the officials said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The US derision, adopted after 
months of agonising delibera- 
tions, is certain to anger a strong 
lobby of Asian Americans and 
members of Congress opposed to 
any forced repatriation. 

“There isn’t a good solution to 
tins,” said one official “It’s sim- 
ply the leaser of evils.” ■ 


For months, the United States 
rejected any Invotantary repatria- 
tion to Vietnam, dtmg the cotm- 
try*s repressive commmiist gover- 
■nwrf and extreme poverty. Bat 
the problem has grown ioaressiB- 
gty acute with a sharp increase of 
refugees fleeing Vietnam in rick- 
ety boats smee hut spring. 


LDP starts caippaign 

Japan polls next month 


TOKYO, Jan 20, (Reuter): Japan’s ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), weakened by scandal and 


an unpopular sales tax, la unebed i ts campaign today 
for next month's general election, the first in decades 
which it is not guaranteed to win. 

Prime Minister Tosbild Kaifu, fresh from a tour 
of Eastern and Western Europe, urged 2,000 people 
at an emotional LDP convention to fight for victory 
in the polls, which party elders have called for 
February 18. 

In a speech which won hint a standing ovation, 
Kaifu played up his recent tour. “I experienced the 
turning point in history during my European visit,” 
he said. 

“It has turned into a big wave towards liberalism, 
democracy and a market-oriented economy, away 
front an ineffective controlled -economy under 
socialism or communism ... the trend of the present- 
day world flows towards liberalism and democracy. 
This tells that the path we have chosen is correct.” 

Kaifu promised Japan's restless farmers that he 
would support Japanese self-reliance in agriculture 
and stick to the pohey of self -sufficiency in rice. Rice 
imports are banned. 

Last year the LDP lost control of the upper house 
of parliament for the first time in 34 years after its 
popularity was badly dented by asharea-for-favouis 
scandal, a new sales tax and moves to open farm 
markets. 

But the fragmented left-wing opposition has 
failed to agree on a'coalititm platform to fight the 
LDP in the coming election for the lower house, 
which controls the government The ruling party, 
meanwhile, has regained some of its popularity. 

There are 512 seats in the lower house, where the 
LDP holds 294. It needs to keep 257 to retain power. 
At present, most political analysts believe it will 
scrape through. 

LDP Secretary-General Ichiro Ozawa said on 
Thursday the party was certain to win at least 235 




More than 60,006 left Vietnam 
lost year, the highest number since 
1981, bringing to about 120,000 
the nmnber of boot people in so- 
called first asytom countries in 
Southeast Asia. A majority are hi 
Hoag Kong, and the rest In the 
Philippines, Malaysia and 
Thailand. A nd number rea- 
ched Singapore and Japan. 

Uader a plan adopted in Geneva 
by 18 natiom last Jane, 46,000 of 
the boat people wiH be resettled hi 
the West over the next three years, 
about half of them ia the Urited 
States. 


Those who return to Vietnam 
receive 5656 each from the UN 
High Conmasskmer for refugees 
and a guarantee they wfll not face 
any reprisals or persecution. 


■ Two Vietnamese men facing 
forced repatriation after bring 
denied refuge Status attempted 

saddest a United Nations office 
hi their detention centre yester- 
day , a UN official said. 

A g overnm ent spokeswoman, 
who spoke on condition of anon- 
ymity, identified the man as Do 
Van Stag, 25, and Leung Tuan 
Thanh, 20, and said they were 
taken to a hospital with abdominal 
jnjvies. 



Vietnamese boat people demonstrate at trie playground in Sham Shui 
Po Detention Centre Jan 19 while their countrymen were being trans- 
ferred to the other centre. Tension is high In detention centres after a 


group of 5t were sent back to Vietnam in a forced repatriation last 
month. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Caught exporting 24 girls: Police have arrested a Nigerian 
who was smuggling two dozen drugged young girls for sale into neigh- 
bouring Cameroon, a Lagos newspaper reported Friday. 

The Lagos Concord quoted police as saying Samson Odegba bad 
sedated the children, aged between 8 and 12. and coveted them with a 
canvas in the back of a truck. _ , , , . 

Women hawkers discovered the children as Odegba sought a boat to 

take them over the cross river near the Cameroon border, the newspaper 

said. (AP) 



videos. Zahir told he national news agency Beraama. (AP) 


Seoul challenges Amnesty: South Korea Challenged Amnesty 
Inter nati onal Friday, saying its charges of human rights violations and 
torture of prisoners in South Korea were untruthful and based on 
unfounded assertions. , , . , 

In a statement, the government said the London-based human rights 
nmniafinn “nnivclv taken at face value one-sided and often 


organisation has “ naively taken at face value one-sided and often 
malicious assertions,” and called its allegation of torture and iO-treat- 


xnent of suspects “untruthful.” 

Amnesty International's report on human rights violations last year in 
South Korea contained ‘serious factual errors, unrealistic assertions and 
suggestions which disregard thenation’s legal system,” it said. (AP) 


(ji .yietnaraeS^fiT discuss: US anti ^remamese officials 
Carry oot n«?ft<£nt efforts next month to discover the fates of 
*uie!n£aj^t T 7u0 tj^cavidiaxlim h 2I wfisangin Action (MTAJifl Viclnito!. 
‘HanfefRadro rep orted. *■■'.••• - • 

“Vie tnames e and American experts on the MIA issue met here on Jan 
17-19, 1990 to review thdr work and discuss their programme of anion 
for the coming period,” the radio said in a broadcast late Friday night. 

It said the experts agreed to carry out further joint efforts to find 
evidence of what happeoed to the 1 .698 Americans still listed as missing 
in Vietnam. (UPI) 


Taiwan seizes 687 gnus in ’89: Taiwan police confiscated 
about 700 guns smuggled from China which killed 91 people in 1989. a 
government official reported Friday. 


**We are worried about the sharp increase of Chinese guns. They have 
escalated the worsening crime in Taiwan,** said Chuang Heng-Tai, head 
of the Taiwan Criminal Investigation Bureau. 

Chuang said the 687 guns smuggled from China in 1989. which 
amounted to the total seizure of illegal firearms for five previous years, 
also injured 60 people. (AP) 


Thai-Malaysia fence work to resume: Work on the 

second phase ofthe ThaUand-Malaysia border fence in Hulu Perak, 350 


second phase ofthe ThaUand-Malayaa border fence in Hulu Perak. 350 
kilometres (210miles) north of the capital will resume soon, officials said 
Friday in Kuala Lumpur. 

The project was started in 1986 to cbedc the smuggling of drugs, rice 
and othergoodsand commumstguerrillainffltrationlroiii Thailand into 
Malaysia. 

Perak State Chief Munster Ramil Ngah Talib said a new contractor 
has been named to continue building the 1 1-kilometre (6.6-mile) brick 
and wire barrier, the national news agency Beroama reported. (AP) 


7 die In corporate jet crash: All seven -people on board were 
killed when a jet owned by Eastman Kodak Co. crashed and burst into 
Qaines while trying to land at little Rock airport in thick fog and rain on 
Friday, officials said. 

“The bodies were strewn aO along the runway." said county coroner 
Steve Nawqfczyk. 

Kodak spokesman John Labdla said from company headquarters in 
Rochester, New York, that the Gulfstreaxn G2 jet was diverted because 


of poor weather during a flight from Longview, texas, to BatesviHe, 
Arkansas. (Reuter) 


Guard of honour 



Thai Prime Minister Chatichai Choonhavan (left) accompanies his 
French counterpart Michel Rocard to inspect the guard of honour 
during a welcoming ceremony at the government house in Bangkok. 
Rocard is in Bangkok tor a two-day official visit to Thailand. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Kaifu: shaky 


Khmer Rouge preparing an attack on Sisophon 


seats. But as many as 35 other can d idates were “on 

the border line,” he said. . 

The LDP has presided over Japan’s growth from 
a country devastated by World War Two into an 
economic superpower. 

■ Kaifu today warned the West not to forget its 
problems amid the historical changes in the Soviet 
Union and East Europe. 

In his first speech since his return from a tour of 
Eastern and Western countries, Kaifu welcomed 
East European countries’ march towards liberty 
and democracy and free market economy. 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand, Jan 20, 
(Reuter): Khmer Rouge guerrillas said today 
they were preparing an attack on Sisophon, a 
government-held town in north-western' 
Cambodia, to influence planned settlement 
talks. 

“We have had the order to capture Siso- • 
phon,” said a Khmer Rouge'offioer. officials 
01 .two smaller, non-co mmunis t groups also 
said an attack was immipent. 

Referring to international and regional 
talks aimed at ending the 11 -year conflict, the 


Khmer Rouge officer said:' - ' 

“We heard that something was going to 
happen, so we wanted to capture Sisophon 
before die talks start” 

He added: “In the last week many volun- 
teers from site 8 (refugees camp in Thailand) 
have been carrying ammunition and weapons 
into the area.” 

The guerrillas have been building up posi- 
tions for several weeks around the market 
town, located 40 km (25 miles) from the Thai . 
frontier on the junction of mam routes across 


the country to battambang, also under attack, 
and the capital Phnom Penh. 


A general ofthe non-communist Sihanouk- 
ist National Army (ANS) told reporters in 
Cambodia yesterday that all three guerrilla 
factions, including also the Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front (KPNLF) plan- 
ned a joist attack. 


“Sisophon is our military area of opera- 
tions,” KPNLF spokesman Okserai Sophttk 

said in an interview. 


SA cuts 


defence 

forces 


to size 


JOHANNESBURG. Jan 20 
( AP): Citing declining tension in 
southern Africa, the government 
announced major defence cuts 
yesterday, including the disban- 
ding of air force and navy units 
and big cuts in weapons produc- 
tion. 

Theculs mainly affect the navy 
and air force, with naval person- 
nel being cut by almost 25 per 
cent, including disbanding the 
country's marine corps. The air 


force will lose six squadrons and 
retire five classes of aircraft. 


retire five classes of aircraft. 

The current defence budget is 
about 10 billion rand 1 54 billion l 


annually. There were no figures 
on how much money would be 


saved bv the cuts. 


South Africa last year ended 
its involvement in a 23-year bush 
war against nationalist guerrillas 
in Namibia by agreeing to end its 
rule of the territory . Namibia k 
scheduled to become indepen- 


dent soon, probably in March. 

South Africa also withdrew its 
forces in I9SS from Angola, 
where it fought alongside rebels 
battling the Marxist govern- 
ment. 


In addition to the decline in 
regional conflicts. President 
F.W. de Klerk recently cited a 
need to redirect government 
spending away from the military 
to social welfare projects. 

Lt Gen. Kal Liebenberg, act- 
ingchief ofthe defence force, said 
the cuts would make the military- 
smaller and more economical 
but would not seriously reduce 
South Africa's ability to defend 
itself. 

“The defence forces will jus- 
tifiably remain true to its reputa- 
tion as 1 a formidable ■ fighting 
force that would compel any 
miiitary force in Southern Africa 
to think twice before embarking 
on military adventures against 
our country.” Liebenberg said in 
a statement outlining the cuts. 


The army, the strongest arm of 
the defence forces with some 
75,000 troops, is least affected by 
the cuts and will remain the 
strongest military force in 
.Africa; .Neighbouring, black 
African states have- . ranch 
. smaller, weaker armies. - -- 

Liebenberg said South Africa 
still needed strong defence forces 
despite the reduction in tension 
in the region. 

The big cut involving the army 
was the cancellation of 1 1 major 
weapons systems under develop- 
ment. the statement said. 
Another 49 projects were 
reduced or delayed, it said. 

Army operating costs will be 
drastically curtailed, the 
statement said. 


■ Crowds in black townships 
attacked and killed two suspec- 
ted witchdoctors, beating one 
and stoning the other. South 
African police said today. 


■ Mozambique: A strike by 
nurses has paralysed the main 
hospital in Mozambique's 
second largest diy and is blamed 
for the deaths of at least four 
patients, the national news 
agency reported Friday. 


■ Right-wing Renamo r 
attacked a town in the soul 
Mozambican province 
Inhambane, killing 19 civi 
and wounding another 17 
state-run news agency Aim 
yesterday. 


French, 

Thais 


support 


BANGKOK, Jan 20, fUP 
Prime Ministers of Fran 
Thailand today declared stro 
port for Cambodian peace t 
for Indonesia in Februai 
promised to help reconstn 
economies of the region once 
peace. 

“We are in favour of the 1 
regional meeting that ha 
proposed by Indonesia,” 
Prime Minister Michel Rocar 
news conference after his i 
with Thai Prime Minister G 

Choonhavan. 

“France very much want 
conversations to take place,” ! 
"We are convinced mis is p 
necessary and we want to do i 

Thai government spoil 
Suvit Yodmance said the i 
meeting now was set for atl 
22-24 or Feb 26-28, Previoi 
dates had been made public. 

Rocard said Thailand and 
were ready to the eo 
recovery of Indochina once i 
returned to ramWja but t 
de tails. 

He said he expected the taE 
difficult but said there was a 
for success. If the regional talk 
reach a conclusion. Fra 
prepared to reconvene the 
international talks it co-chain 
Indonesia last year in Paris.h 
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Mongolian march may end in clash 


Jan ^0* (Reuter): Mongolia’s infant 
S^ Cy J m0VCnicnt ^ demonstrate 

S&^ifiSSEL* 0 - • 

govern mem banned unauthorised 
protests on Thursday but members of the pro- 
ufiniocraey Mongolian Democratic Union have 
not aid they will desist, the diplomat said by 

Ba^or £oda^ r0in ^ 1C ^ 00 8°h an capital Ulan 

“It is hard to say what will happen on Sunday. 


but there could be a dash,” he said. 

He said talks were going on between the pro- 
demcoracy group and city authorities, who 
have appealed to them not to demonstrate. 

"The dty authorities insist that there’ll be no 
demonstration, but the democratic union has 
made no such promise,” he said. 

Thesueetsof Ulan Bator were calm today, he 
said. 

Local residents were hungry for news about 
the movement, the diplomat said. “The news- 


papers here were running a lot about it.” 

Last Sunday about 5,000 people participated 
in Mongolia's biggest demonstration in recent 
history. Hie one planned for tomorrow in Ulan 
Bator's main square was supposed to be larger. 

Mongolia's fledgling democracy movement 
was bora abouta month ago, encouraged by the 


crumbling of communism in East Europe. The 
first official meeting of the Mongolian 
Democratic Union was on Dec 1 0. the diplomat 
said. 


It is composed mostly of young people, 
mainly students and workers, the diplomat said. 

'They’re rather vague about exactly what 
they want, a pan from broad demands for more ■ 
democratic freedoms, labour and economic 
reforms," the diplomat said. 

Isolated Mongolia, wedged between China 
arid the Soviet Union, is three times the of 
France but has only two million people. After 
the Soviet Union, it was the first nation to 
declare itself a communist state. 


Romania 

discounts 

revenge 

attacks 


“We are close to zero when it 
comes to terrorists who are free 
and able-bodied in the territory 
of our country,” Diaconescu 
said. 

Some had fled abroad soon 
after the revolution, he added. 

• but he gave no details. 

" The* Securitare dominated afl 
-* - aspects of' Romanian -file until 
revolution. ABtitize&s&fd U> 
repo rt con versatio ns'wrth fbreig- 

• ners to the secret police. 

Ceausescu, who would have 

• celebrated his 72nd birthday next 
Friday, was executed with his 
wife Elena on Christmas day. 

Asked if some Securitate 
officials bad been released in the 
city of Brasov, Diaconescu 

- replied: “Yes, precisely.” 

Reuter correspondent Ian 
Mackenzie was tola during a visit 
; to Brasov that people had been 
seized by the army and civilians 
during fighting in the dty but 
s prosecutors had later freed at 

- least some of them for lack of 

- evidence. 

i Romania’s new government 
implicitly criticised US policy 
v yesterday saying there was no 
sign of doser relations since the 
\ end of communist rule four 
t weeks ago. 

- Foreign Minister Sergiu Celac 
expressed the first offidal disap- 
pointment with the Bush admin- 
istration, which has yet to send a 

i top-level envoy to Bucharest. 
p The resurgent National 
I Peasant’s Party fNPP) of 
■ Romania yesterday accused 
; members or the country’s new 
l government of helping to bring 
executed communist dictator 

- Ceausescu to power 25 years ago. 


East wind 
hits Nepal 


KATHMANDU, Jan 20, (l/Pl): A 
three-day opposition gathering has 
largely agreed to launch a mass 
movement for greater democracy on 
Feb 1 8. the senior leader of the ban- 
ned Nepali Congress. Ganesh Man 
Singh, told United Press Inter- 
national today. 

The three-day meeting was kicked 
ofTThursday with one of the largest 
mass meetings in the Nepalese 
capital in recent times. The meeting 
was attended by several Indian 
parliamentarians who were denoun- 
ced by government supporters for 
their participation. . 

“All the speakers have so far 
approved the date proposed by the 
working committee- The only au- 
ference in the conference is whether 
to concentrate the movement to toe 
capital or make it more broad- 
based," Singh said in an interview at 
his residence. 


Yugoslav reds clash 


Vote on key reform document delayed 


BUCHAREST, Jan 20, 
(Reuter): Romania's deputy 
state prosecutor has dismissed 
suggestions that former mem- 
bers of the dreaded Securitate 
secret police are planning 
revenge attacks on executed dic- 
tator Nicolae Ceausescu's birth- 
day next week. 

l Deputy. Prosecutor General 
Gheorghe Diaconescu also said 
in an interview published today 
that some Securitate agents who 
had not been involved in figbting 
to keep Ceausescu in power had 
been freed, but he gave no 
figures. 

Diaconescu told the news- 
paper Adevarul rumours that 
Securitate members still at large 
planned to stage surprise attacks 
ou_ Ceausescu’s birthday ndxt 
Friday were “a lie.” 

Such rumours were “part of a 
' psychological offensive thatstar- 
•j-ted simultaneously with the 
', ‘terixj’rfet attacks and which con- 
"“tfriiltexl after the attacks ceased.” 
r’-^besaid'.. 

; ■■ Miiiy ‘former Securitate 
officials were arrested after the 
'Dec ^uprising 'which' toppled 
1 ^Ceauiescu but many people fear 
f* 1 mat “terrorists” — a&thfey are 
popularly known — remain at 


BELGRADE, Jan 20, (AP): Hardline and liberal communists dashed 
today at a party congress over the pace of democratic reforms and 
decided to delay a vote on a key reform document. 

The document declares die ruling party’s willingness to relinquish its 
45-year monopoly of power and to support free elections and forma- 
tion of independent political parties. Elections are tentatively 


scheduled for ApriL 

On Friday, the government said it would submit similar con- 



Might is right 


A group ot armed Azerbaijani militants meet at the headquarters of the 
republic s radical Popular Front in the second largest town of Azer- 
baijan. The poster reads: ’Freedom for Azerbaijani People.’ (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Bulgaria faces 
labour unrest 

Zhivkov Nazi agent' 


SOFIA, Jan 20, (AP): The Bul- 
garian leadership is facing a wave 
of labour unrest, state news 
agency reported yesterday. The 
ruling communists, meanwhile, 
continue preparing for a party 
congress likely to approve 
introduction of multi-party 
democracy and other political 
and economic reforms. 

In another development, 
deposed party boss Todor 
Zhivkov was accused in the 
media of having been a Nazi 
intelligence agent in wartime 
Bulgaria. Zhivkov also has been 
charged with wrongdoing in 
office and other crimes. 

The Jan 30 party congress will 
be the first since his Nov 10 ous- 
ter. 


In 61 of the strikes, local trade 
union leadership was replaced 
after a vote of no confidence, 
BTA reported. 

In only 21 of the labour con- 
flicts have strikers’ demands 
been fully met, the news agency 
added, and said an unspecified 
number of strikes were continu- 
ing. 


The Bulgarian state news 
agency BTA reported yesterday 
that more than a hundred labour 
conflicts bad been registered by 
the newly formed independent 
Bulgarian trade unions in the 
period between Dec 25 and Jan 
10 . 

BTA said the primary strike 
demands included disclosure of 
their company's financial and 
technical status, a cutback in 
bureaucracy, the dismissal of dis- 
credited managers, bettersupply 
of raw materials and equipment 
and improvement of working 
conditions and safety. 


Bulgaria’s civil aviation pilots 
have declared a four-hour warn- 
ing strike Jan 22. 

The allegations of Zhivkov’s 
Nazi collaboration came to tight 
in an article in the newspaper 
Olechestven Front, which said 
that he worked for them out of a 
Sofia villa in 1941. 

ftiriwMn King Boris HI sided 
with the Nazis in 1941, and Bul- 
garian troops occupied parts of 
Yugoslavia and Greece. 

Zhivkov levelled the charges 
' of Nazi collaboration against the 
family of his chief critic, refor- 
mist Chudomir Alexandrov, 
when the party chief kicked him 
off the Politburo in 1988. 

No further details were availa- 
ble on Zhivkov’s purported 
intelligence role. 

The draft statutes revealed 
Thursday, which assert the 
party's willingness to adopt far- 
reaching reforms, were seen as an 
attempt by the communists to 
cling to power. 


stitutionat amendments to Parliament. 


Party President Milan Panoevski reportedly told the Congress in his 
opening address the current system of one-party socialism had “objec- 


tively exhausted its possibilities for development” 


The opening of the congress, broadcast live on Belgrade TV, was 
marked by heated debate, with some delegates demanding cautioning 
against a rushed decision. 


Kremlin 
compelled 
to send 
troops 


(Continued from Page 1) 


situation under control,” Bess- 
mertnykh said. 

At Azerbaijan's representative 
office in Moscow, mission chief 
Sohrab Ibragimov told reporters 
he had heard “hundreds” had 
died, but said he had no confir- 
mation of this information. 

Other Front representatives in 
Moscow, and some in Baku, gave 
wildly conflicting death figures, 
somerangmginto the thousands. 
When questioned they said their 
estimates were based on uncon- 
firmed reports. 

Ibragimov criticised Gorba- 
chev indirectly for allowing the 
situation in his republic to reach 
the point where Moscow saw no 
alternative to military action. 

“This situation could have 
been avoided if the country’s 
■ -highest » leadership,-- including 
Mikhail Gorbachev, had gone to 
. Azerbaijan. - and *. met-;>with 
rep re se n tatives ofpublic opin- 
ion,” he told the Soviet and 
foreign journalists present. 

In Baku, residents said the cen- 
tre of the dty was now controlled 
by the army, with tanks and 
armoured cars on major streets 
and squares. 

“Patrols of troops are check- 
ing private cars, apparently for 
weapons,” said Nazin Ragimov, 
ajoumalisL 

Residents said the radio was 
constantly broadcasting an 
address by the city's military 
commander explaining why the 
army action had been taken. 
“The decision to impose emer- 
gency did not come easily to us,” 
one resident quoted him as say- 
ing. 


In Moscow, Tass quoted the 
unidentified commander as say- 
ing the Soviet government had 
hoped that order could have been 
restored in the city without 
recourse to military measures, 
“and that common sense would 
prevail.” 

“This did not happen. All 
means were exhausted. There 
was only onechoice left, rampag- 
ing extremism or law and order 
and a return to normal life,” he 
declared, according to the 
agency. 

Ships sounded their sirens and 
cars flew black banners in Baku 
today in mourning for dozens of 
people killed when the Soviet 
Army seized control of the dty 
from Azerbaijani nationalists. 
Moscow Radio said. 

Armenian gunmen are staging 
ligh tnin g raids on isolated moun- 
tain villages in Azerbaijan but in 
other areas Azerbaijani nation- 
alists appear in firm control. 

Tehran Radio said thousands 
more streamed into Iran this 
morning across a border bridge 
in Astara, a resort town on the 
Caspian Sea with a population of 
36,000 and several hotels. 

The radio, said most Soviet 
Azerbaijanis who travel to Iran 
return to the Soviet Union the 
same day, after visiting relatives 


Several delegates from the 
liberal northern republic of 
Slovenia urged the document be 
adopted as one of the first agenda 
items. But hardliners, mostly 
from the largest republic of Ser- 
bia, called for itto be discussed in 
committee and adopted with 
other documents at the end of the 
congress. 

The reform document, publi- 
shed last week in the Yugoslav 
press, says the one-party system 
“has pushed us into autocracy 
and prevented us from keeping 
up with the economic, tech- 
nological, political and social 
changes in Europe and the 
world.” 

It calls for “free, direct and 
secret elections” and declares the 
party's acceptance of the right to 
freely form political organisa- 
tions. 

Pancevski, in an advance text 
of his speech, said Yugoslavia 
must embrace market-oriented 
economic reform and guarantee 
free expression and political 
pluralism. 

“This also means the definite 
abandonment of the single- 
party view of political relations. 
Through the affirmation of new 
democratic reforms, we must 
ensure ... the freedom from any 
monopolies on power,” said the 
text reported by .the national 
news agency Tanjug. 

'- -‘The- building ... of a -system 
- that will constantly increase 
human rights and freedoms, that 
will strengthen democracy and 
that will ensure the free expres- 
sion of political pluralism and an 
efficient state based on the rule of 
law” are imperative to the coun- 
try’s development, be said in the 
text. 

The congress is scheduled to 
choose a new party chief. 

Retired Gen. Dusan Pekic 
proposed that the party call on 
Parliament to urgently adopt the 
constitutional amendments to 
delete the party’s leading role. 
His motion was voted down. 

In a vote on whether to adopt 
the document immediately, 780 
delegates supported the motion 
and 64S opposed it. The motion 
failed because it required sup- 
port from 67 per cent of the vot- 
ing delegates, or at least 955 
votes. 


or purchasing goods. 

However, the Islamic republic 
news agency, said arrangements 
were bong made to house half of 
the 30,000 Soviet Muslims who 
have crossed into Iran over the 
past few days in Ardebil, west of 
Astara. 


Stefan Korosec. who presided 
over the session, said the 
document would be debated in 
committee sessions and voted on 
at the conclusion of the congress. 

Several delegates said the 
debate and voting, which lasted 
for more than two hours, took 
place in confusion. Some called 
for Korosec to be replaced in 
presiding over the session. 

The congress was called four 
months early in the wake of the 
country’s growing political and 
economic crisis. The ruling 
party, embroiled in internal da- 
shes over how far to go in 
implementing reform, has stalled 
on making changes considered 
necessary to overcome the coun- 
try’s problems. 

■ P ra g ue ; Czechoslovakia, 
whose communist government 
was toppled by a peaceful revolu- 
tion, plans to cut back the size of 
its military and the length of sol- 
diers’ service, a daily newspaper 
said. 

■ Albania! An Italian sen- 
ator Giufio Orlando, who spent 
three days this week in Albania 
said on Friday he saw no sign of a 
security crackdown in that com- 
munist country as reported in the 
Yugoslav media. 

■ UN and Albanian officials 


are working on arrangements for 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 


de Cuellar to visit the isolated 
European country, a spokes- 
woman said. 
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Rajneesh died ol a heart attack. (Reuter wirephotoi 


Rajneesh cremated 


Death prompts three widows 


PUNE, Jan 20. (Agencies): Bhagwan Shree Raj- 
neesh. self-proclaimed “rich man’s guru" who was 
kicked out of the United States after setting up a 
controversial commune in Oregon, died of a heart 
attack yesterday at age 58. officials said. 

The guru, who had been calling himself Osho in 
recent years, died at 5.30 pm. according to followers 
at his commune in Pune. 750 miles (1,200 km) 
southwest of New Delhi. His body was cremated five 
hours later. 

Dr Gokul Gokani. the guru's personal physician, 
said the cause ofdealh was massive coronory throm- 
bosis, the Press T rust of India news agency reported. 

Followers of the advocate of free love and wealth 
sobbed when the death was announced to 5,000 
disciples at the guru's sprawling commune. 

Followers at his commune in the southwest city of 
Pune celebrated his spirit’s release with joyous songs 
and dances, his spokesman Swami Chaitanya Kirti 
said by telephone. 


the news agency reported. 

Commune spokesman Swami Amrilo read a mes- 
sage he said Rajneesh prepared for his followers 
soon before his death. 


“I am leaving this tortured body because it has 
become hell for me." it said. "My "presence would 
now be greater here. Don't cry forme. My presencr 
wll be always with you." 

His followers broke into songs and chanted. 
“Osho, Osho, Rajneesh, Rajneesh." one commune 
resident said. 

Four disciplines carried the black velvet-draped 
body of a Hindu-style bamboo bier into a commune 
auditorium, where more than 5.000 followers, most 
of them foreigners, joined the procession 10 a river- 
bank crematorium. 


The guru's brothers and 70-year-old mother. 
Amrit Saraswati. were at his bedside when he died, 
followers said. 


Celebrations started as soon as the news of Raj- 
neesh’s death was conveyed to 10,000 followers at 
the commune. Swami Prabhod said. 

“Everybody is singing and celebrating.” Prabhod 
said. “The Osho had told us to celebrate when be left 
his body.” 

Rajneesh had switched from using the honorific 
Hindi word for God. “bhagwan,” a year ago in 
favour of the Buddhist term Osho, which means “on 
whom the heavens shower flowers.” 

The death of Rajneesh prompted three of his 
disciplines to declare IhemseTveshis widows. onCof 
whom stabbed herself in grief today, the Press T rust^ 
dFJndiareportedr 

The unusual incident of the ^ women declaring 
themselves widows occurred in a local Rajneesh 
commune in Gaziabad town. located just outside 
the Indian capital. 

One of the women — identified as Sharda — 
stabbed herself during a prayer session for the guru . 
Commune residents said she was taken to a hospital. 


The guru was born Shree Rajneesh Chandra 
Mohan on Dec 1 1 , 1 93 1 . in a small village in central 
India, the eldest of seven brothersand fivesisters. He 
was a philosophy teacher and nearing 40 when he 
established a meditation centre known, or ashram. 
75 miles (120 km) southeast of Bombay. 

Rajneesh moved to the United Slates in 1981, 
preaching a mix of enlightenment, opulence, 
capitalism and free love that shocked neighbours in 
the rural Pacific northwest Oregon community of 


Antelope, where disciplines helped him establish a 
dty called Rajneeshpuram on a local ranch. 

His paradise fell apart in 1985 amid charges his 
top aide was trying to rule the commune and murder 
him. In 1985. the frail, bearded Bhagwan — or 
“blessed one” — was ordered out of the United 
States for immigration law violations. 

In Oregon, Antelope Mayor Jean Opray, said she 
was not disappointed by news of Rajneesh 's death. 
“Ifhe were here, I'd be elated,” she said. “There isn't 
anytime I would wish anyone dead, but I sure wished 
him gone a lot.” 


Militants 
kill 8 in 
Punjab 


UNP arming 
killer squads 


NEW DELHI, Jan 20. OJPI): Sikh 
separatists posing as police officers 
opened fire in a village in northern 
Punjab state, killing eight people 
roduding six Hindus, the Press Trust 
of India news agency reported today. 

Local officials told the agency 
about 10 gunmen, some dressed as 
law officers, Friday evening entered 


Lift emergency: Bandaranaike 


the village of BawanwaL 260 miles 
(420 kins) northwest of New Delhi. 


The group told residents they had 
come to recruit volunteers for a 
special police post planned Tor the 
village. But during the night, the gun- 
men forcibly took six Hindus to the 
outskirts of the village and shot them, 
the agency said. 

The Press Trust reported the 
attackers later killed a police official 
and a milk vendor. 

More than 6,000 people have died 
in extremist-related violence since 
Sikh militants began waging their 
bloody campaign in (983. Their goal 
is to set up a theocratic state to be 
called “KhaJistan." or “Land of the 
pure" in Punjab, where Sikhs are in 
slight majority. 

The militants target Hindus in an 
attempt to force them to leave the 
state. 

The militants say they want a 
separate state because members of 
their faith — some 16 million 
throughout India — are discrimin- 
ated against by the central gover- 
□ament, which is dominated by Hin- 
dus. 

■ At least 1 .8 10 people died last year 
in Punjab state in violence related to 
the Sikh extremist insurrection, a 
drop in fatalities over 1987, the PT1 
reported. 

According to the statistics released 
in the Punjab capital of Chandigarh, 
the highest number of killings by 
extremists — some 120 deaths — 
occurred in November, and the 
lowest number — 75 deaths — in 
September. 


CfDLOMBO. Jan 20. (Reuter): 
Sri Lankan opposition leader 
Sirima Bandaranaike appealed 
to the government yesterday to 
end the country's state of emer- 
gency and repeated accusations 
of death squads being deployed 
to mruder political opponents. 

“If they destroy us, then they 
can slay in power for as long as 
they want,” Bandaranaike, 
leader of the Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party (SLFP), told the party's 
national convention in 
Colombo. 

Bandaranaike said the ruling 
United National Party was train- 
ing and arming killer squads and 
sending them out to different 


parts of the country to murder 
SLFP supporters. 


SLFP supporters. 

The government denied the 
charge after Bandaranaike first 
made the accusation in 
Parliament on January 1 2. 


Bandaranaike appealed to the 
government to lift the state of 


state of 


emergency so that the country 
could function normally. 

“In eastern Europe people 
took to the streets to fight against 
repressive laws," she said. “The 
government thinks Sri Lankans 
will always suffer patiently, but 
one day that patience will end.” 

The national convention, due 
to have been held Iasi year, was 
postponed because of the “frigh- 
tening" situation in the country, 
the opposition leader and former 
prime minister said. 

Even now, Bandaranaike 
charged, party supporters lived 
in fear of their lives. “They are 
even frightened to say they 
belong to the party.” 

Despite tne government's 
assertion that the left-wing Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front, which is 
trying to overthrow the govern- 
ment, had been defeated, she said 
killings were still going on. 
“Bodies are still being burnt on 
tyres.” she said. 
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Washington applauds Soviet pullout from Vietnam base:No plan to cut US forces 


WA qw I NGTON . Jan 20. ( AP): Government spok- 
W ASH 1 NG , j withdrawal of some 

esman yesterday apptauaea Vietnam 

wiUdlSCUSS 

travd in £»£? » 

■ adOTDisiration 

announce- « 

lead to an immediate cut in US P 


East, according to administration spokesman, but 
they did not rule out a reduction. 

US “force levels in the region are based on the 
longterm threat and our force levels are based on a 
rational analysis of that threat in the region,” said a 
Defence Department spokesman, Ll. Cmdr. 
Edward LnndquisL 

“We continually review our force posture and do 
so in frill consultation with our allies so that we can 
determine the appropriate levels of deployment,” he 
said. 

A State Department offidal read an identical 


statement when asked whether the United Stales 
would respond to the Soviet announcement by 
cutting its own forces in the Far EasL 

Administration officials discussed Cheney's mis- 
sion only on condition they not be further identified 
because the trip has not been announced. They 
de clin ed to disclose the exact timetable for agenda. 

The cut in the number of Soviet MiG-23 “Flog- 
ger” fighters and TIJ-16 “Badger” bombers. 


announced in Moscow on Thursday, will enhance 
“Teaonai stability” and was part of a reduction in 


“regional stability” and was part of a reduction in 
Soviet operations abroad over the past two years. 


said a Defence Department spokesman. Lt. Cmdr. 
Edward Lundquist. 

"We welcome that announcement,” Lundquist 
said. “This is part of their overall reduction of 
overseas operations.” and had been spotted by the 
Defence Department before the Soviet statement. 

At fhe State Department, spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Turwiler said US officials “anticipated that 
less Soviet military involvement in southeast Asia 
would contribute to regional stability and to efforts 
to achieve a comprehensive political settiemem to 
the Cambodian conllicL" 
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KUWAIT ... GULF 


New book on 
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Gulf-W. Germany 


BONN, Jan 20, (Kuna): A new German book discussing Gulf- 
West German relations was published recently here. 

The book was written by a group of German professors 
specialised in Arab and Gulf affairs and includes six studies that 
deal with the span of relations between GCC states and West 
Germany, in addition to faces of co-operation. 

The book contains major information about the GCC states 
and their economic accomplishments. 

Professor Frayer, from die University of Bonn, wrote a study 
about Kuwaiti-West German relations and the importance of 
■Kuwaiti investments in West Germany. 

He described this field of co-operation as an example to be 
followed in relations between developing at d Industrial coun- 
tries. 

The book is considered the first of its kind Liat reflect a picture 
of Gulf-West German ties. 


Arab states seeking alternatives to imprisonment > 


Rehabilitation of prisoners main object 


KUWAIT, last week, participated in the 
5th International Conference on 
research for the prevention of crime, 
organised by the Arab Centre for 


The first session discussed two resear- 
ches, one pertained to passing c rimin al 
sentences u the Arab states while the 
other focused on overcrowded jails in the 
Arab jails and the alternatives to sentenc- 
ingaccused to imprisonment 
■ The first research was submitted by Dr 
Mohammed Ibrahim Zaid and focused 
on the objectives of alternative 
procedures used in Europe, USA and in 


the Arab states. 

The other research was submitted by 
Dr Hussein A1 Rifai in which he 
explained the attempts of jail authorities 
to socially reform prisoners so that they 
can qualify for a new life on their release. 
The research stressed t be need to follow- 
up on prisoners after their refeaseso as to 
give them every encouragement and sup- 
port. 

However, the researchers said that 
jails in many countries of the world and 
in Arab countries in particular fail dis- 
mally in providing rehabilitation services 
and follow-ups of released prisoners. He 


added that these jails are crowded with 
prisoners which gives fertile ground for 
breeding more corruption and plans for 
crimc. 

Exptrtema 

Sentencing a prisoner causes many 
problems for the state, financially, 
socially, psychologically and is a 
traumatic experience both for the 
prisoner and immediate members of his 
family. In the latter case, jailing of the 
sponsor of the family usually leads to 
delinquency of the convicts children, the 
researcher said. 

He added that jails have failed to be the 


correct solntion to reforming prisoners. 
He said that some countries in the world 
have resorted to alternative forms of 
punishment, such as community service, 
probation periods, or working free of 
charge in the convicts specialisation. 

Terrorism 

The researcher commented that 
societies have social, cultural and 
religious values that could be used to find 
soluzioss to security and social 
problems, instead of such persons being 
confined to jails. 

The second session discussed a 
research submitted by Dr Emad Hussein 


on preparations undertaken to address 
terrorists who hijack planes. He said that 
national legislations and undertaking 
international ireaucs to address hyaefc. 
ing of aircraft and other terrorist acts 
should be undertaken. 

Authentic* could also take preventive 
action b> stepping up security 
procedures " 31 airports and also establish 
special forces such as "sky marshals" to 
counteract international terrorism. 

The session ai>o discussed another 
research submitted by Dr Mustafa Kara 
on strategies and plans to bcdeveloped to 
slop organised enme in the Arab states. 


Labourers to be 


protected: Omar 


Department to solve disputes 


By Bassam Qassas 


THE director for the Hawally 
and Farwaniya Labour Depart- 
ment Adnan AJ Omar has said 
that flexibility of the decision on 
the ability of workers to transfer 
their work permits from one 
sponsor to another is attributa- 
ble to the Minister of Social 
Affairs and Labour Sheikh 
Naser Mohammad A1 Ahmed, 
who endorsed the decision. 

He told A1 Seyassah that the 
presence of 22,000 labour files at 
the ministry for the various 
labour installations in the coun- 
try were fairly recently com- 
puterised. Manipulation and 
processing of these files had 
given rise to a number of 
problems, which would soon be 
overcome. 

Omar said that the collection 
of KD 2S0 from employers for 
eachof their staff was intended as 
a financial guarantee to protect 
the employees rights. He added 
that the decision applied to all 
types of transactions, whether 
these be for renewal, cancellation 
and transfer or issue of a new 
work permit. 

He said that the department 
was planning to set up an infor- 
mation office to answer queries 
of the public relating to the 
documents required for the dif- 
ferent types of transaction!!; in a 
bid to save time. 

Commenting on labour dis- 


putes involving employer- 
worker relations, he said that the 
department would try to settle all 
disputes brought to its attention 
by peaceful reasoning, par- 
ticularly disputes arising from 
failure of the employer to pay the 
workers’ their dues. Otherwise 
the department would reluctan- 
tly have to seize the property of 
the sued employer in a bid to pay 
up the dues of bus workers. 

He said that the department 
has assigned special teams to 
investigate non-existent work 
installations, and that many were 
demolished for failure to operate 
in line with their practice licence. 
Others were found to have been 
relocated without previous 
notification to the department of 
Lheir new address. 

The failure to notify the de- 
partment of the installation's 
new address would create dif- 
ficulty to personnel inspectors 
who would fail to locate installa- 
tion, as this fell within the depart- 
ment’s policy of regular inves- 
tigation of licensed installations 
to ensure that they were operated 
by their licences, Omar said. The 
number of workers mentioned in 
their files and whether they 
^actually require more personnel, 
for planned expansion is also 
checked by ..inspectors, Qmar 
said. .. „ 

Thepurposeof theissued min- 
isterial decision No. 87 for 1989 
regulating labour in the private 


sector under which workers 
could not transfer their residence 
permits to other employers 
before spending a mmhznmi of 
three years with their current 
emplyer was to ensure stability of 
the employer-worker relations 
and to ensure that the worker 
had acquired adequate 
experience m his line of work, 
Omar said. 

Exceptions 

He added that under the same 
decision, exceptions were made 
possible by the minister in certain 
exclusive cases. - 

Commenting on a question 
about the potential flexibility 
with the clauses of the decision 
regarding the transfer from one 
sponsor to another before the 
elapse of the mandatory three 
years, he said that the minister 
forecasted that the enforcement 
of the decision would result in 
field remarks which would be 
tackled as they arose and as 
deemed necessary by the mini- 
ster. 

He said that endorsement of 
the ministerial derision No. 89 
for 1989 on the private sector 
workers' financial guarantee was 
intended to sort out the existing 
__ negative ^phenomena_io_the 
worker-employer relations and 
_ the need to protect tbe.rights of 
, workers which would decrease 
the number oflawsuits involving 
labour disputes that had failed to 
respond to amicable efforts. 


26 ships added 
to Arab blacklist 


KUWAIT, Jan 20 (Kuna): The Israeli boycott bureau here has decided 
to blacklist 26 ships and six films and to lift the boycott on three 
American and British companies and their overseas subsidiaries. 

The ships, which have been boycotted for frequenting Israeli ports 
are: the Danish Heunrich lessen which changed its name to theTurkish 
Zigana, the Cypriot Sunrise, Sailor I. Sailor n, and Pontiaki Doxa. 

Also boycotted are the Greek Paros, Parapoia and Zim Yokohama, 
the Italian Po, the Dutch Mordicand Miriam Borchaid of Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

The bureau also boycotted Orion of Antigua and Barbuda, the 
Maltese New Venture, the West German Njord and the P anamani an 
Mild Victory. 

The bureau also decided to blacklist a number of ships already 
boycotted but under different names. 

Of those are: the Liberian Sea Bird with its new name of Enter II after 
carrying a Turkish flag, the Filipino General Gabal which was Nor- 
wegian-registered Bruai. the Israeli Leenor Abora which was registered 
as a Dutch Ahora, the Greek Nissos Skiathos with its new name of 
Skialhos Reefer. . . _ 

The bureau also decided to boycott six movie films, namely 
Memories Of Me because the already blacklisted Alan King has taken 
part in it. Duet ForOne, Rumpelstiltskio. Barbarians, The Frog Prince, 
Kinjite and Hanna's War because they are produced and distributed by 
the banned American Cannon Groups Inc., and the Israeli Ycrram 
Globus and Men ahem Golan companies. 

The bureau also decided to endorse the name of Bantam 
Doubleready Dell for the already boycotted American Bantam Book 

The Israel Boycott Bureau decided to lift the ban on the British 
Cadbury-Schweppes Ltd and its 304 overseas branches, the American 
RCA and its 248 subsidiaries and the American Rexnord Inc. and its 95 
international branches. 



Draft law on flats 

A DRAFT law to see the feasibility of taking possession of 
commercial flats in different areas of Kuwait, is presently being 
studied by the municipal affairs committee, Minister of State for 
Municipal Affairs Mohammed A1 Rafai said. 

He said that the committee last month agreed to build flats in 
the Ardhiya Area and also agreed last November to grant 
licences to build flats in South of Surrah. 

The draft law being studied relates to about 1 8,000 empty flats 
in various areas of the country . The purpose of the study is to 
evaluate the level the possession or these flats will have on 
contributing to reducing the housing problem. 


Palestine charity week 

PALESTINE’S 2nd Charity Week will hold an exhibition on 
Wednesday 24th January at the Exhibits Ground in Muthref. 

A responsible source at the PLO said that popular Palestinian 
unions have prepared a comprehensive programme which 
indude a drarity bazar, artistic festivals, cultural programmes, a 
book and handicraft exhibit, formative arts exhibition and will 
erect a pavilion for Palestinian and Arab dishes. Local compan- 
ies will also display their products at the exhibition, the source 
said. ... 

Die event is to evidence solidarity with the Palestinian people 
in theOocupied Territories and the source called on all people to 
extend support to the Palestinian uprising by providing money, 
food and materials thatcan be sold in the bazar, proceeds of what 
will be contributed to uphold the uprising^ 

The source welcomed individuals, establishments and firms as 
well as Palestinian businessmen to participate actively in the 
forthcoming event. 


Draft law 
on drugs 


A MEETING was held last week 
to discuss a draft law related to 
the practice of pharmacology 
and the unification of prices of 


Dr Nael A1 Naqib, under- 
secretary at the Ministry of 
Health said that the committee 
took the decision to wait for a 
period of one month to complete 
finalisin g a study to determine 
the level of these prices in relation 
to the fluctuations of foreign 
currencies abroad. 

In this relation. Dr Abdul 
Rahman A1 A wadi, planning 
minister and acting minister of 
public health, who carried the 
meeting said that a decision had 
been taken two years ago to 
organise rules and regualtions 
pertaining to the price of 
medicines in the private sector. 

The decision set 70 per cent as 
the maximum level of profit 
based on the imported value. 
This percentage is distributed as 
35 pea* cent going to the importer 
and 35 per cent to the owner of 
the prirate pharmacy. 

The draft law will be referred 
.to the Council of Ministers, 
Awadisaid. 


Satellite fade 
out feared 


THE Minister of Communica- 
tions Abdullah A1 Sharhan has 
said that the Arab telecommun- 
ication satellite Arabsat will die 
out by the end of next year and 
commented that the delay by 
most Arab countries to set up 
and equip their land stations 
minimised this chances of 
optimally using this tech- 
nological facility. 

He told a daily that Arabsat 
was Intended to increase the 
operational age of the satellite by 
three or four more years until the 
third Arabsat was launched for 
an operational period of 10 
years. 

He said that the ministerial 
committee on Arabsat con- 
sidered the feasibility of using 
Arabsat for commercial pur- 
poses with benefits shared bet- 
ween governments and the 
private sector. 

The current Kuwait contribu- 
tion to Arabsat constitutes 14.59 
per cent of the total capital, stan- 
ding at KD 1 63 million, while the 
Saudi kingdom share is 36 per 


cent. 


Higher 

council 


on water 


proposed 


By Yousef Alawneh 

THE establishment of a higher 
council on water resources will 
reportedly be announced within 
the coming few days, Seyassah 
has learnt. 

The proposed council would 
be in charge of all matters related 
to water resources. Other func- 
tions of the proposed council 
would include the drawing up of 
policies to develop existing water 


resources. 


Members 

It expected that the Minister of 
Electricity and Water Dr Hmoud 
AI Rqobah would chair the 
proposed council, which would 
mclude among its members the 
assistant chairman of the 
Agriculture Affairs and Fish 
Resources Authority Ahmad A1 
Naqeeb and the assistant under- 
secretary for ' international 
organisations at the Planning 
Ministry Mariam A1 A wadi and 
the deputy director-general of 
the Kuwait Institute for Scien- 
tific Research Dr Nizar Mulla 
Hussein. 



Barjes meet* with mayors 


The Governor of Hawalli Abdultatif Mohammed Ai 
Barjes held a meeting with the mayors of the gover- 
norate’s different areas, the Ministry of interior's 
Public Relations Department reported. 


It added that the meeting dealt with the last year's 
performances and the problems facing the citizens 
in the relevant areas. 

The Governor A1 Barjes confirmed in the meeting 


the importance of co-ordination for the provision of 
the necessary services to citizens. He. confirmed the 
importance of co-operation between tbe-Gover-., 
norate. Council members and the. mayors of the 
area (Mukhtars). Govemorate councils were for- 
med last year so that people could direfctly present' 
their problems to their area representative. Picture 
shows Governor AlBarjes presiding over the meet- 
ing. 


Duaij slams 
US stance 


KUWAIT. Jan 20. /Kuna?: A 
Kuwaiti official was quoted here 
today denouncing the United 
States for reducing its contribu- 
tions to the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation ( FAO) 
which Washington wants to pun- 
ish for lending humanitarian aid 
to the Palestinian people 

Board chairman of the 
Kuwaiti Authority for Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries Affairs Sheikh 
Ibrahim AI Duaij Ai Sabah told a 
local daily the US, as a super- 
power of' global commitments, 
must not discriminate between 
nations particularly so at this 
stage of international detente. 

Earlier in the week the US told 
a FAO conference in Rome it was 
cutting down its annual financial . 
dues to the organisation after the 
world body decided to lend aid to 
the Palestinian people, in the 
Israeli-occupied areas. 

Sheikh Ibrahim indicated that 
Palestinians were one of the most 
oppressed people in the wodd 
and should not deserve such t 
hostile US attitude- over a 
"purely humanitarian issue.’* . 

Noting that the US portion 
has *. been * rejected by - UN 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
De Cuellar, he said anyone who 
sees the daily sufferings of Pales- 
tinians under occupation would 
condemn the American move. 
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Rl for raping maid 


A MAN was sentenced to ten 
years imprisonment with hard 
labour to be followed by depor- 
tation for sexually assaulting his 
maid. 

The court was told that on the 
day of the incident, the accused 
came home from work early in 
the morning while his wife was at 
work. He then forcibly took the 
maid into his bedroom and raped 
her. 

He then left the house after 
locking the door to prevent the 
maid from complaining. 
However, the maid found a 
duplicate key which was kept 
under the TV set and reported 
the incident to the police. 

■ A MAN was sentenced to 15 
years imprisonment with hard 
labour to be followed by depor- 
tation and also ordered to pay a 
fine of KD4000 on being convic- 
ted of several charges. 

The accused was found guilty 
of dealing in narcotics, alcohol, 
entering the country illegally, 
using an unregistered vehicle and 
driving without a driving licence. 

Alongwith the accused, three 
men were also sentenced to five 
years imprisonment with hard 
labour to be followed by depor- 
tation and a fine of KD4000 for 
assisting the first accused to 
smuggle 780 whiskey bottles, in 
addition to smuggling 3000 nar- 
cotic tablets. 


■ AMANwassentenoedtoone 
year's imprisonment with hard 
labour for raping his elder sister 
while he was stilia juvenile. The 
court also upheld the charge that 
he tried to also rape his younger 
sister. 

The incident was reported by 
the step mother of the convict 
who told the court that while she 
was abroad with her husband 
who needed medical treatment, 
the accused raped his elder sister 
at their residence. However, to 
save the family's name, the sister 
declined from making the 
incident public. 

Subsequently, the step 
mother, her father and her other 
sister alongwith herself moved to 
another house and the accused 


moved to an apartment of his 
own. 

One night, the accused entered 
the house and attempted to rape 
the younger sister, who screamed 
which brought the neighbours to 
the scene and the convict was 
apprehended. 

■ THE court sentenced a man 
to two years imprisonment with 
hard labour to be followed by 
deportation for trespassing with 
cr iminal intent. 

The court was told that 
around 12.30 am the wife of the 
husband called her husband to 
say that she had seen a man jum- 
ping over their fence. The hus- 
band called a neighbour who suc- 
cessfully managed to apprehend 
the accused. 

■ Police investigations revealed 
that the accused bad jumped over 
the fence and was proceeding to 
meet with the maid who wonted 
in the house as the two were hav- 
ing an intimate relationship. 

■ The court of first instance has 
repealed an earlier ruling acquit- 
ting anurse charged by the public 
prosecution with illegal perfor- 
mance of abortive operations on 
pregnant women for money, and 
sentenced her to a fine ofKD 500, 
while ordering the confiscation 
of her medical instruments and 
medications used in her illegal 
trade. 

The court heard that an under- 
cover police agent offered to 
have an abortion performed on 
her by the suspect in return for 
KD50 security money. 

The prosecution had claimed 
that the suspect was arrested in 
the act. 

■ The court of misdemeanour 
has acquitted two employees at a 
local money-exchange company 
accused of embezzling 
KD30.0Q0, for lade of evidence. 

The court heard that a client 
had given them the amount and 
requested that they remit the 
money in US dollars to an o£L- 
company in Egypt. Having done 
business with this company on a 
regular bass, he did not request a 
receipt of the transaction. 

He waited till eight months 


had elapsed and then claimed 
that the money was not received 
by the company in Egypt. 

He failed to produce a receipt 
or any document to corroborate 
his claim and further waited for 
eight months prior to reporting 
the incident 


■ An outbreak of fire yesterday 
destroyed two large fish-culture 
tanks at the Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research fish farm in 
Salmiya. 

Lt Col Hameed Bahmam. com- 
mander of the Salmiya local fire 
brigade, told a local daily that the 
losses sustained in the accident 
were only material damage 
estimated at 70 per cent. Fish of 
the Subaiti and Balti species had 
already been removed. 

He pointed out that the fire 
was caused by the overheating of 
the fuse panel due to an earner 
fire outbreak which took place 
on Wednesday, but left unrepor- 
ted. The presence of nylon nets 
and fibreglass around the fish 
culture tanks helped the fire 
spread in the barracks. 

Fire Brigade security super- 
visor Abdul Rahman AI Bloushi 
said that it took a whole hour to 
extinguish the fire. 


■ A SUSPECT who evaded 
arrest for two weeks, was finally 
apprehended th rough diligent 
police work of the CID personnel 
attached to the Sfaarq Police Sta- 
tion. 

According to police sources, 
the suspect identified as Ayed 
was stopped by police and caned 
upon to produce his driving 
licence and car book. However, 
the accused held the police at gun 
point and threatened to shoot 
them if they refused to hand over 
their pistols.. The apeused, it is 
alleged took their guns and made 
a successful escape. 

However, CID officer, 
Mohammed Sulaiman attached 
to the Sharq Police Station 
through diligent foot-work suc- 
cessfully apprehended the susp- 
ect' 

The accused has been referred 
to investigation authorities. 


Lufthansa hosts painting exhibition in UAE 


LUFTHANSA is to host a major painting exhibi- 
tion in the UAE showing the works of contem- 
porary German artist Nils Burwitz. 

Undo: the patronage of HH Sheikh Hamdan Bin 
Raslud AI Maktoum, the first exhibition was 
inaugurated yesterday aitheDubai Inter-Conti nen- 
tal Hotel and will continue in the Abu Dhabi Inter- 
Continental Hotel where the official opening will be 
on die 24th January under the patronage of the 
Ministry of Information. 

Cu rrently living in Southern Spain, Burwitz has 
been awarded prizes in BraziL, France, Great 


Britain, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Spain and the USA. 
His works have beat acquired by the Albertina 
(Vienna), Library of Congress in Washington, the 
Boston and New Y ork public libraries, the Keinsha- 
llein Berlin, Dresden and Hamburg and the Victoria 
and Albert Museum in London. 

The artist himself was present at Lufthansa's 
. opening ceremony yesterday in Dubai and will be 
there on the 24th m Abu Dhabi. 

The exhibition will be open to the public on 21st 
and 22nd January in Dubai and 25th January in Abu 
Dhabh the paintings being offered for sale. 


BAHRAIN DIGEST 


US envoy promotes 
trade epm petition 


THE United Slates believes Itiaf if is no longer thg single dominant 
world economic power tt used to be. TTw world's largest economic 
nation acknowledges the growing economic strength of both its 
allies and former adversaries and is now committed to the policy of 
encouraging and actively participating in trade competition on the 
world market as the only way to preserve and promote American 
national security and commercial growth by the 21 st century, 
according to US Deputy Secretary of State, Laurence Eagteburger . 

Charles Hoesttef, American ambassador in Bahrain, queried the US 
deputy secretary of stale in the course of a speech highlighting *US 
International Trade Policy' at a meeting of 'Republicans Abroad' 
country organisation in Bahrain. 

The American State Department is playing an active rale in 
furthering US business interests in both domestic and infemafionat 
markets. It will actio ensure that the multilateral regulation of the 
international trading systems works for American businessmen as 
well as International traders on a fair and reciprocal basis. In this 
context the present administration is placing highest priority on 
American international trade relations with other notions. The US 
government is planning to adopt the GATT trading system in a bid to 
increase access for services, an end to enormous government' 
created distortions in agriculture markets, adequate protection of 
intellectual properties and an effective dispute settlement process, 
commented Ambassador Hoestter, a prominent businessman in his 
own right owning three US-based companies. 

■ According to Hoestter, the American government adheres to a 
standard of ‘open and nan-discrtmlnafory' commerce on the basis of 
free- market economics. The Bush administration has started to ease 
off trade controls to facilitate sales of US products abroad, in this 
context the government has enforced the » 988 Trade Act amend- 
ments to the foreign Corrupt Practices Act.' The move is expected to 
ease the compliance burden for US firms. 

The American ambassador emphasised on the US government's 
keenness to facilitate the promotion and sales of American goods 
abroad. US embassy personnel have been given specific instructions 
to provide detailed information to foreign traders about American 
exports and trade. 

In Bahrain, America continues to be the island's largest trading 
partner over the past few years. 


Marketing strategy 
imperative: Qassim 


Gasp 1 ** registering rapid growth inview 
of unprecedented eco nomic and Industrial development, need to 
strategies to promote and develop consumer and 

SEStSSXXL'"* ^ ** according to 

Bahrain s .Minister d [Commerce and Agriculture, Habib Qassim. 

tZSS 0 Cont ® renc8 ' W* week at the 
d and agriculture stressed 

marketing trends in other parts 
® ahsfacHor V it is imperative that a 
ell-deflned marketing strategy in conformity to th8 region's con- 
sumer needs must be adopted and implemerted soon 
_ . . • Constraints 

* a ^9 manufacturing 

A— ^.1- — U_ _ M— 


firms af the pnvate sector in the region to achieve the objective i 
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management. 
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, ’ • By Khalld Ahmad 

NtNE Arab airlines will soon 
Wgm implementing a joint 
jSlSS? 1 . Distribution System 

- ’ ‘V ^vp^S) m co-operation with the 

. -v^ Galileo International GDS. 

N^r. The nine ^ianicia are: Kuwait 
Airways, Saudia, Emirates, 
Egypt Air, Royal Jordanian, 
InCft “IP ^^ays, Arab Yemen 

Airlines, Syrian Arab Airlines 
and Libyan Airimes. 

. T* 1 .® agreement to implement 
« l “ c joint Arab system was 

rca phed by the chief executive 
\ officers of these airlines at a 

meeting held in Dubai earlier this 
- month. 

, r The Galileo system was 

- chosen to offer core system 

; ; _■/* reservatiotr services to the Arab 

3 airli n es .upon recommendation 

.. ;. r by a specialised consultant who 

conducted a feasibility of the 
‘ ; ifcrojecL 

' - 3 ■ :■* A special itask force from 

^ KAC, Saudia,' Emirates, Royal 

~ Jordanian and Egypt Air was 

-- 1 - s formed to start the implementa- 

* -"cf . tion of the project. The taskforce 
*r;» will hold its first meeting in 

■' ? Kuwait today and tomorrow. 

• Ahmad A1 Mishari, chairman 

-“-c ; . and- managing director, of 

• Kuwait Airways said the project 

7r .-_ z will have many and vital benefits 

: *"■ from the Arabairicines. -The Arab 

.*■ - - :n — GDS, be added will enable the 

mne^eawierts^o-recollect most of. 
^ what&theyrlpay: for reservation 

• • ' fees j&^g^thermternatiMwd 

. GD9 dWatvlA its first year. of ' - 

. '.7 . ' operations; thesysiem wffl reim-' 
VI* burse SU^million Tor th£*paFf . 

7' tictpwMgoatrriersj - a..-.; 

•" ^ M&hhri$aid thebetarfitsofihe 

^ ^Swifto^Bcoris:? £HeTaHBa& : 
■ - carriers access to their 
i. domestic distribution sys- 
tem.Thus.it will help the nine 
carriers to retain control of 
their own travel agencies and 
markets, as several US and 
European systems are 
threatening to control these 

*10105 • It will vsecure the airlines 

v v access to major foreign sales 

• markets and will give, them 

• lOn teciproc^^f^ access to 

foreign markets. It must be 

mentioned that about 20 per 

• cent, of the Arab carriers 

: - international travel is sold 

, ' outside the Arab region. 

. ’ , • Preserve existing small dis- 

.J.~ tribution system m vestments 
J .VI used by some Arab airlines. 

• Promote the. unity and co- 
operation among Arab 
- airlines. 

* Mishari said that the existence 
•. j - of such a joint system will help 


Bid to keep control of markets 


improve reservation services 
' offered by Arab airlines to their 
passengers whether directly 
through the airlines or through 
travel agents. 

The role of travel agents in 
Arab markets will increase in the 
future as it has in other markets. ■ 
Travel agents account for over 70 
per cent of sales of scheduled 
airline passenger services. 

The system in mature markets 
are a necessity for travel agents. 
By using a GDS a travel agency 
can: 

• Obtain current information 
about schedules, fates' and 
seat availability on the vast 
majority of aiHwiwt world- 
wide, 

• Actually reserve seats, price 
complex itineraries, obtain 
advanced seat selection and 
advanced boarding passes, 
print tickets, etc. 

• Obtain information and' 
make reservations regarding 
other travel-related services 
like hotels, car rentals, etc. 
Commercial structur* 

Mishari said that the Arab 
carriers would choose a name for 
the Arab GDS later on. 

The project structure will be as 
1 follows: 

1 . The nine carriers will collec- 
tively form an Arab GDS hold- 
ing company with a capital of 
US$5 million which would be 
responsible for creating the Arab 

: GDS. The company's capital will 
ibe shared by the. nine airiines 
V according to themumber of pas- 
sengers 'each carry every year' 
(providing ' that a 'Sihgle carrier 
'1 shkni^pes ifotexcttd25 percefflL 

AACX)GD^d^ 1,y ° rthC 

• Establish the goals, strategies 
and performance require- 
ments of the Arab GDS. 

• Co-ordinate all technical 
development and maintain a 
centralised technical expert- 
ise for -common develop- 
ment. 

• Be the focal point for all Arab 
GDS negotiations with the-, 

b, worlds 

2. The participating carriers 
will form and own three or four 
national distribution companies 
(NDCs) to serve their specific 
national markets. 

• Each company comprising a 

number of airlines will have 
the exclusive right to market 
the Arab GDS in its market 
region. 

• Contract directly with the 
travel agencies who subscribe 
with Arab GDS, and 


• Provide all training and sup- 
port to die subscribing travel 
agencies. 

Establishment of the four 
NDCs will amount to USS6 
million taking into consideration 
that all travel agents in the mark- 
ets of the nine carriers will subs 
cribe to the system. 

Mishari said the Arab GDS 
will function with the Galileo 
system as follows: 

• The Galileo GDS will be the 
heart of the Arab system. 

• The Arab carriers will install 
two regional “gateway” 
computers which -will con- 
nect the GaHko core system 
across a very fast high 
capacity backbone commun- 
ications network with all 
travel agencies who will subs- 
cribe to the Arab GDS. 
Those agencies will be 
provided with video termin- 
als and printers. 

An paiticipating airiines in the 
system shall sign a participant 
agreement with Gafileo ana will 
arrange to have their own inter- 
nal seat inventory system con- 
nected to the core system. 

Once the project starts opera- 
tions, its revenues will flow as 
follows: 

• The Galileo GDS core-sys- 
tem will collect a certain fee 
for each transaction through 
the Arab GDS system. 
Galileo win then deduct its 

• own share and transfer the 
rest to the Arab holding 
Company, which in turn will 
deduct its operation costs 
and transfer the rest to the 
NDCs. The NDCs will even- 
. tuaJIy deduct the operations 
.costs and distribute the net 
amount among various par- 
ticipants. ■ 

, Feasibility 

Mishari said the Arab carriers 
opted to have tteirGDS through 
the GaHleo system because It 
would have been cost effective 
from the economic point of view 
to establish an independent GDS 
core system. Such systems he said 
Orp veqLxostly andLneel&Jarge 
facilities and huge man* 
■requirements. 

G&S 

i a revenue 
US$13 minion in its first year of 
operations; $17 million in the 
second year, $20 million in the 
third $24 million in the fourth 
and $27 million in the fifth. 

Additionally, the participat- 
mg airlines wffl enjoy about $19.5 
million in added rcvcnue benefits 
through better exposure with 
world markets, and through 
other services such as car rentals 
and hotel bookings. 



Gas cylinders explode 


Many gas cylinders exploded last night at ag as staton in 
Hawaii!. The explosions gave rise to bal Is of hre. The first 
explosion occurred as a driver was 
from a truck. Thedriver immediately escaped with me truck 
saving the area from a bigger calamity. Some firemen were 


•ate# 

jassi^ Kuwait to 
participate 

in Cairo 
book fair 

CAIRO, Jan 20, (Kuna): The 
. /■ 22nd Cairo International Book 
Fair will be opened here next 
Tuesday, in which 62 countries 
will take part * 

Among the number of par- 
. . tierpating countries are 18 Arab 

V v states. 

• 3 Director of the book fair 

1 - Sameer Khaleel told Kuwait 

News Agency that the book fair 
includes 42 million books and the 
number of pub Ushers are 1750. 

\ He noted that there are coun- 
tries participating for the first 
,• • • ’ time including Cuba, Belgian** 
— -r Spain, Ghana and Jordan, 

. adding that there are other coun- 

tries participating after an 
absence of more than 10 y® 3 ** 
-• * and they. are Libya, Syria, and 
_■ Algeria. 


hurt while trying to extinguish ttie fire, which was brought 
under control by about 7.30 pm. 

The roads near AJ Saqer commercial complex, which 
was slightly damaged, were dosed to traffic till 8.00 pm. 


MEW to control 
payment of bills 

THE Ministry ofElectiidty and Water (MEW)is undertaking aproject 
to ensure that different offices of the ministry recdvc prompt mtima- 
tionoffcollspaid. 

According to the present system, the MEW is sometimes placed in an 
embanking position when they disconnect power from houses for 
non-payment of bills, only to discover after a period of three days or so 
that the houseowner had in fact paid the bill just prior to disconnection, 1 
the Undersecretary of Ministry of Electririty and Water for Consumer 
Affairs Afi AI Finaim said. 

The ministry intends to have prompt control on collecting of bills 
besides following up on payment of delayed bills. The consumers win 
ha w to use their civil identity cards in paying their bills, besides being 
able to inquire about their bins through the utoihone, the official said. 

'The new system is expected to become effective as of next May, 
Fiaaim said. 

Explaining the present system of accounting, the official said that 
power consumption tails are based on estimated power consumption 
for a given year. Based on the previous years consmnption, these fibres 
are fed into a computer which gives the projected water and electricity 
consumption for the coming year. 

for^^^^^yc^The difference in value^of the bills are adSed or 
deducted from bills of the next year. 


Exchange rate blamed for increase in prices 

Consumers operating on tight budget 


INCESSANT rumours that prices of all 
.commodities in general bad risen after the 
recent increase in social allowances was a 
; of an interview conducted by a local 


Mohammed Afi, a retail and wholesale 
consumer goods merchant at Shuwaflch 
Area acknowledged that there has been an 
increase in the prices of consumer goods 
and atuibuted this increase not lo the new 
social allowance grant, but to the devalua- 
tion of the Kuwaiti Dinar vis-a-vis. the US 
dollar. This drop in parity in the exchange 
rote has contributed to the increase in the 
prices of consumer goods, he said. 

Ali Al Aali dealing in various items said 
that the prices of shoes had dropped by 25 
per cent compared to prices in 1989 and 
attributed the drop to the dumping 
policies resorted to bv countries such as 
Malaysia. Taiwan and Singapore. 


Doors 
are open 
for talks: 
Amir 

(Continued from Pago 1) 

porting the valiant Palestinian 
uprising, to efforts to restore nor- 
malcy and national unity in 
Lebanon. He praised the efforts 
made by the Arab tripartite com- 
mittee to this end. 

He also mentioned Kuwait's 
endeavours to settle the 
problems of the Muslim Turkish 
minority in Bulgaria.- 

Those immense tasks, the Amir 
said, did not distract the leadership 
from the internal situation where the 
country faced many attempts at pen- 
etration, plotting and blackmail as 
wcD as incitement of factional strife 
and seditions. . 

“Aggression (on Kuwait)," be 
recaHtid, “has extended to institu- 
tions. planes and the people and 
taxi tones of the homeland, both 

hoe and abroad.” 

“But afi those problems," His 
Highness said, “never shifted the' 
mind of Kuwait's leadership from 
long-term planning to build the 
Kuwaiti individual and to make 
available all elements for his promo- 
tion in order to realise the o ompro^ | 
benn^lnd quantum k5^mf© tbcT 
■ nineties, one mat wfl! affect afi walks 
of fife.” 

Rerfmfeiing’ , of %e : commcfe 
tori cal, background and moral 
bonds binding the people of Kuwait, 
the Amir said Kuwaiti nationals, 
who have the duty of protecting and 
developing their country, have 
always been open to consultation 
and dialogue, whether as one genera- 
tion or among successive genera- 
tions, and have reciprocated respect 
and compassion in relations between 
the leadmhip and grassroots. 

He indicated that cohesion has 
always been the decisive element in 
Kuwait's ability to overcome dif- 
' ficulties encountered and to bypass 
Mocks hindering its way and pointed 
out that adaptability and the ability 
to behave wisely “are the fruits of 
reasonable dialogue, indespcnsable 
for traversing our path and femg 
courageously our previous actions." 

The Amir renewed his conviction 
“in the broadening of the base of 
consultation, parliamentary fife and 
people's participation” but re f e r red 
to shortcomings in the previous 
parliamentary experience “for 
reasons we should afi” try to per- 
ceive. 

He also vowed his unshaken belief 
in freedom, which, he explained, 
manifests itself in day-to-day prac- 
tices of the Kuwaiti society and rela- 
tions with those responsible to rule. 
He also expressed belief and persis- 
tence in defending and upholding 


Hussain Mohammed Ali who deals in 
foodstuff, said that some of basic food- 
stuffs had increased as of the beginning of 
this month. He said that tea prices had 
risen by 0.250 fils and a 50 kg bag of sugar 
had increased from KD5.S00 to KD7.50G. 
Prices of frozen chicken had increased by 
20 fils per kilo. Cheese had increased by 25 
per cent as compared to 1989. Prices- of 
olives bad increased by 25 per cent and a 
can of Turkish oil weighing 14 kilogram- 
mes had increased from KD8 to KD12 as 
of the beginning of this year. 

He attributed these increases to the rise 
in freight from the exporting countries and 
to the political instability in the Eastern 
bloc. 

However, Malak Al Rashidi said that 
though prices in Kuwait had increased, 

such increases were far lower as compared 

to prices in neighbouring countries. He 


disclosed that some merchants from neigh- 
bouring countries, preferred to import 
their requirements from Kuwait, rather 
than purchase directly from the country of 
origin. 

Waleed Al Shahha. a merchant dealing 
with luxury items said that he believed that 
the market in 1 990 will be better than 1 989. 
But, he said that most people spend their 
money within a “tight budget" and opt to 
purchase only essential items such as food- 
stuffs and other basic requirements, leav- 
ing very little for luxury items. 

Meanwhile, Abdullah A! Buaijan, 
chairman of Kuwait Foodstuff Importers 
Union expressed dissatisfaction over the 
performance of foodstuff merchants dur- 
ing the last year. 

Compared to 1988, the official said Lbat 
the market had witness a drop in sa l e s 
amounting to about ten percent. 



Officials visit Kuna 

Directors of the Austrian News Agency and the Emirates News Agency yesterday visited the Kuwait News 
Agency offices. They were received by Kuna chairman and general manager. Barges AI Barges. They 
discussed strengthening co-operation between the three agencies. Later, the two guests toured the various 

departments of Kuna. 


a common practice of the 
Kpwaiti community ever since it was 
founded. 

But, he insisted that though 
parliamentary life bag been tem- 
porarily suspended “for a period of 
contemplation and review”, neither 
consultation nor people’s participa- 
tion had been absent from society. 

Referring to recent gatherings 
pressing for the return of parliamen- 
tary fife, the Amir said that “the 
behaviour now followed in airing 
viewpoints will not lead us to the goal 
for which we all aspire” He remin- 
ded of the immense Durden of shoul- 
dering responribOity, saying: “Swim- 
ming verbally is different than fight- 
ing waves. The ship of Kuwaitis not 
yet ashore but in the mid of wa ves 
and is setting bar eyes on the glim- 
mering fights of the yonder future.” 
Concluding his. address, the Amir 
ited Kuwait's positive 
its at home and abroad, 
won ty standing against pressure on 
its national will, security and pride 
and re-emphasized that “doors for 
dialogue are open, communication 
channels welcome every idea. Our 
home is one and our destiny is the 


Soviet praise 

MOSCOW, Jan 20, (Kuna): The 
Soviet Union welcomed the 
release of a group of sick and 
wounded prisoners of war by 
Iraq and Iran, Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Vadim Per- 
fifievtold a briefing here. 

This event, he said, can 
accelerate the overall process of 
the Tran-Iraq settlement. It is 
important that the repeated 
statements by the two sides about 
their .peaceful intentions have 
materialised in a specific step of a 
profoundly humanitarian 
character, be said. 


Home entertainment 



closure of movie halls 


CURRENT statistics indicate that the video-cas- 
sette business is booming in Kuwait and the sale of 
this commodity tops the list of sales of all items. This 
proliferation in video-cassettes in various languages 
is attributed to each family in Kuwait owning a 
video machine, and quite often several. 

Video sales shops cater to tastes of children, 
teenagers, adults and even our so-called “old folks." 
With such a vast clientele it is not surprising to learn 
that the movie theatres are facing losses and accord- 
ing to knowledgeable sources some of these theatres 
are faring imminent closure. 

A local daily interviewed a number of video shop 
owners and customers in Kuwait to familiarise 
readers with this form of home entertainment. 

Redha Husain, who owns a shop for video-casset- 
tes said that foreign movies are most popular, par- 
ticularly those that combine comedy with music, 
followed by movies of adventure and high 
excitement He disclosed that ladies generally prefer 
to view old classical Arabic movies, while men opt to 
view foreign movies. 

Approval 

Husain said that prior to sale of any cassettes, 
shop owners have to get the approval of the Ministry 
of Information. He commended this practice as it 
ensures that only wholesome movies wiU be permit- 
ted for public viewing. He advised parents to keep a 
strict watch on children during the time of purchas- 
ing cassettes and to guide them on the selection. 

Nedhal Zohair a salesman at one of the video 
shops says that he sells old Arabic movies and 
Kuwaiti produced cassettes in addition to movies 
tailored- tor children. He said that the 
trend in customers' choice is to prefer 
movies, particularly the ones on nature and animals. 
Children, he said prefer adventure and horror 
movies, while youth prefer newer productions. 

Meanwhile, Waleed Al Arbeed, one of the cus- 
tomers said that he always looks for movies to rent 
as an enjoyment at home as also to gain an insight 
into the lifestyles and traditions of various people of 
the world. He said that on an average he rents about 
five movies a month. 

Record 

Faisal Ali Ibrahim said that he believes that he 
feels he has something of a record for watching 
Indian movies — he cdaixns that he has seen over 
30,000 Indian films so far, including several films in 
other languages. 


He said that he does not prefer to watch Arabic 
films due to the poor production, coupled with the 
low standard of acting and the lack of any 
appropriate theme. 

With respect to the official opinion towards 
imposing censorship on video-cassettes sold at 
various video shops, Sheikha Al Nesif, director of 
the Artistic Classifications Department at the Min- 
istry of Information, said that the ministry has 
opened the doors to granting video licences last year 
alter framing new rules to organise this profession. - 

The official said that though 434 licences were 
granted by the Ministry of Information last year, 
only 74 have been utilised. The ministry has a 
number of inspectors who constantly carry out 
inspections of video shops. She pointed out that 
there are a total of 35 inspectors for all classifica- 
tions working in the ministry. 

Supervision 

However, an official source at the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting expressed his con- 
cern on the need for strict parental supervision of 
children in watching videos. He said that in the 
recent past, several instances of movies which subtly 
distort the image of Islam and give children a wrong 
impression of the values of Islam have been 
uncovered. 

In a related development, customs officers at all 
borders and airports have been instructed to be 
particularly vigilant in scrutinising baggage for 
videos. The standard practice is Lo take videos of 
incoming passengers for screening to ascertain that 
they are approved for viewing. The public is warned 
that they should abide by the censorship rules 
related to bringing in video-cassettes. Pornography 
is severely punished in Kuwait, the official said. 

Away from home, video-cassette business is tak- 
ing on a deadly war of “infringing the copyright 
act" Several top firms and individuals have been 
waging a constant war against pirated video-casset- 
,tes — specially originating from the Far East. 

. Recently, some topnaxnes in the business have 
pooled their financial resources to ferret such illegal 
producing houses and in a recent successful raid 
several thousand such pirated tapes were burnt in 
one such Far East country. The war waged on these 
illegal dealers and manufacturers seems to be paying 
rich dividends, an official source said and added that 
it could be completely eradicated if pertinent gover- 
nments backed their efforts. 


Qaboos holds talks with Arafat 


MUSCAT, Jan 20, (Agencies): 
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said of Oman 
held talks with Palestine’s 
President Yasser Arafat today in 
Al Alam Al Ajner Palace, Omani 
News Agency reported. 

The meeting was attended by 
the Minister of Palace Office 
Affairs General Ali Bin Jamid, 
Water Resources Minister Khal- 
fan Bin Nasser Al Wahaibi, State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Yusuf Bin Alawi Bin Abdullah. 

On the Palestinian side, the 
meeting was attended by the 
delegation accompanying 
Arafat, ON A added. 

Arafat arrived in Muscat 
earlier for talks aimed at promot- 
Arab diplomatic efforts in 
extern Europe for a Middle 


We 


East peace settlement. 

The Omani News Agency said 
Arafat was greeted at the airport 
by Sultan Qaboos Bin Said of 
Oman, current chairman of both 
the Arab League and the Gulf 
Co-operation Council. 

An Arafat aide said the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chairman would ask 
Qaboos to urge Britain to play a 
more active role in breaking the 
Middle East peace deadlock. 

"It is no secret that there is a 
special relationship between the 
sultanate and Britain, and Oman 
is able to play through its new 
(leadership) status a basic role in 
amending the British position,” 
the Gulf-based official said. 


The PLO made diplomatic 
gains in Europe following 
Arafat's 1988 declaration accep- 
ting Israel's right to exist and 
renouncing terrorism. 

But the official said Britain, 
which ruled Palestine before the 
creation of Israel in 1948, bad 
failed to assume a special respon- 
sibility in resolving the Arab- 
Israeli conflict 

He said Oman's new role 
would give it “more legitimacy in 
talking about Arab issues and 
interests." 

Stale-controlled newspapers 
in pro-Western Oman said a set- 
tlement of the Palestinian issue 
headed the sultanate's foreign 
policy priorities. 


He commented that the current food- 
stuff regulations issued in 1977 contained 
several loopholes, were outdated and 
needed revision to be fair to the Kuwaiti 
foodstuff industries. 

Commenting on the GCC economic 
pact, the official said that the pact was 
sound in principle, but had failed to 
achieve any tangible results for Kuwaiti 
merchants due to several obstacles. - 
He said that the validity of foodstuffs 
differed From one GCt country to 
a nother. He ci ted the case of biscui is which 
have a validity dale of one year in Saudi 
Arabia, but six months in other areas. 

Speaking of exports procedures among 
the GCC markets, he said that these were 
very complicated and hoped that the GCC 
leaders and the relevant ministerial com- 
mittees will soon remove current obsta- 
cles. 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Amir receives 

KUWAIT. Jan 20. (Kuna): HH 
the Amir received today HH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Mini- 
ster Sheikh Saad Abdullah Al 
Salem Al Sabah and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah. 

Joint programmes 

KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Kuna): Gen- 
eral Director of the Arabian 
States Joint Programmes 
Production Institute Abdul 
Wahab Al Sultan today opened 
the fifth meeting for television 
directors in member slates under 
the patronage of Kuwaiti Inform 
mation Ministry Undersecretary 
Abdel- Aziz JaJTar. 

The two-day meeting will dis- 
cuss several issues lopped by a 
report presented by ihe general 
director on thepast activities and 
achievements, as well as future 
projects. 

The conferees will also discuss 
a proposal on production of a 
new cartoon series. 

State subsidies 

KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Kuna): 
Kuwait has spent KDl.l 10,765 
last month on subsidies to 
various consumer goods, accor- 
ding to statistics released today 
by the Commerce and Industry 

. Ministry's supplies' and con*. 

1 suroer protec^riridepartmeriL * 

The release gave aireak down 
of the subsidies, indicating that 
they have been allocated for 
products included in the ration 
card, flour, constructional 
materials such as cement, iron 
and bricks and rents for ware- 
houses of co-ops. 

Illiteracy rate 

KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Kuna): 
Kuwaiti Education Minister 
Anwar Abdullah Al Nouri today 
said illiteracy rate in Kuwait had 
declined last year to 14 per cent 
from 36peroentin 1980. 

Noun, in an interview with a 
local Kuwaiti daily, expected 
that illiteracy will disappear 
from Kuwaiti society before the 
end of this century. 

He further said that the Educa- 
tion Ministry is currently 
embarked on preparing a 
document that includes 
educational policies and goals 
the ministry intends to follow 
ihisyear. 

The minister added that the 
coming decade will witness an 
evaluation and improvement for 
the curricula and texts, noting 
that the most important 
achievements in this field was the 
teaching of unified science and 
math texts in Gulf countries and 
commencement of work on a text 
for English language as well. 

Jaber receives 

KUWAIT, Jan 20. (Kuna): 
Information Minister Sheikh 
Jaber Mubarak Al Hamad Al 
Sabah today received at his office 
Director General of the Arabian 
Gulf States Joint Production Ins- 
titute Abdul Wahab Sultan 
accompanied by representatives 
of the institute member states on 
the occasion of the current meet- * 
ingin Kuwait. 
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iFFor immediate l 
sale 

Two Chevrolet 6 cylinder 
C/50 buses in good 
running condition 44 seat 
capacity model L1969 
and 1 970 available for 
immediate sale. Please 
contact Indian School, 
Salmiya Tel 5637477 and 
5613260 

Director 

IndlanSdiool 








V. 


10 


editorials 


ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY. JANUARY 21, 299G 
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Thought for today 


LET us be happy and live within our means, oven H we 
nave to borrow the money to do ftwftfi — Artemus Ward, 
US revolutionary commander (1727-1800). 


Israeli importance 
to the US ‘over’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (CSM): Like the rest of the world, Israel 
has watched with absorbed interest tlredizzyingchanges taking place in 
Central Europe. 

But mixed with enthusiasm over the dissolution of Europe's com- 
munist regimes is a growing, still hugely unarticulated fear that the 
apparent end of the cold war could pose an eventual threat to the 
security of the Jewish state. 

At root is the concern expressed by some Israeli officials and 
commentators that Israel's value to the United States as a strategic asset 
in containing communist expansion in the Middle East may soon 

dimmish. 

It comes at a time when Israel's tough response to the two-year 
Palestinian uprising has weakened the other leg of the US-lsraeli 
relationship — the sense of shared moral values. 

Several private and government analysts agree that the combined 
effect ofthe easing ofsuperpower tensions, low oil prices, and the end of 
the Gulf war could dimmish Israel's strategic value white “marginaliz- 
ing” the importance of the Mideast in general 

One specific concern is that any diminution of the US-lsraeh 
strategic alliance could weaken its deterrent value in the eyes of 
potentially hostile Arab states. 

Another is that if the thaw leads to a cutback in the US military 
presence in Europe, the ability ofthe US to guarantee Israeli security — 
as in 1973 when a massive airlift of US supplies saved Israel during an 
Arab-Israeli war — will be foreshortened. 

“If the US retreats back to its own shores, its ability to save Israel 
against an Arab war coalition will be diminished," says Dore Gold, an 
expert on US policy at Tel Aviv University's Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Studies. 


But these analysts add that several factors will delay and minimize 
the security implications of changing superpower relations: 


— The potential effects on US-lsrael strategic relationship will be oft 
by parallel developments between the Soviet Union ana Syria — 


iwillbeoftset 
the 

Soviets' principal Middle East ally and Israel” s principal Middle East 
adversary. 

Soviet leaders have reportedly warned Syria to abandon its goal of 
strategic parity with Israel, which it would need to launch an offensive 
to recapture the Golan Heights, seized by Israel in 1967. 


In the future, Soviet arms sales to Syria win be govened by the 


principle of “reasonable defensive sufficiency" and will take into 
account “the limits of our capabilities,'’ Alexander Zotov, the Soviet 
ambassador to Syria, told the Washington Post recently. 

The potential easing of the Syrian threat is matched by changing 
attitudes of other Arab states. They now turn to moderate Egypt for 
regional leadership and, after 40 years, have come largely to accept, if 
grudgingly, the existence of the Jewish state. 

— Analysts note that the US is unlikely to abandon old commitments 
while the international order is in a state of flux, white Soviet military 
power remains formidable, and while a premium on political stability in 
the region remains high because ofW estertfdependeritXridirMiddJe'^st 

•. • • ’ t jJ.iwamiM ercjfii'i 

They add that as military-ties with -old European-alhes -are-relaxed,— 
Israel coirid actually become strategicallyTnorelmponmimTher US;’ 
because of its port facilities used by the Mediterranean-based Sixth 
Fleet and even as a future rite for a US air base. 

“With arms control in Central Europe, the flanks become more 
important to the defense of Europe and to US power projection in 
Europe and the Middle East,” says Dr Gold. 


The successful space rocket launch by Iraq also shifts the military 
in the region. The launch indicates Iraq has intercontinental 


— Close ties between the US and Israel have not only been a function 
of strategic considerations but of strong support for Israel in Congress 
and a determination to protect Israel against largo: Arab armies. 


“It’s a 


the strategic situation on the ground,” says Gerald Steinberg, a 
specialist on US-lsrael strategic relations at Israel's Bar-Ban Univer- 
sity. “Thus it doesn't necessarily foDow that the relationship will be cut 
back severely just because the US-Soviet relationship is changing." 

Although close military ties between Israel and the UShave existed 
for years, it was during the Reagan administration that the US elevated 
Israel to the position of strategic asset. 

Co-operation between the two countries has flourished in the areas 
of intelligence sharing, joint military exercises, arms sales, and the joint 
development of weapons systems. At the same time, Israel is a base for 
prepositioned US supplies that would be needed to fight a conventional 
war if radical Arab regimes threaten Israel and moderate Arab coun- 
tries. 

Israel now receives one-fifth of total US development, economic, and 
military aid, amounting to S3 billion annually. 

If a stable world order emerges that poses no major threat to US 
interests in the Middle East, the US may eventually de-emphasize it® 
relationship, analysts say. 

Such a readjustment is unlikely to jeopardize Israel's security. But the 
resulting cutback in US military spending would hurt Israel's economy. 
The US annually purchases SI billion in defense-related items from 
Israel. Combined with the easing of regional tensions, which threatens 
to make large inroads on Israeli arms sales, the decline in superpower 
tensions could be a serious blow to a country that has 20 per cent of its 
industrial work force in military-related production. 


Anticipating these developments, some Israeli defense firms are 
already seeking ways to diversify to non-weapons production. 


“Is Israel no longer going to be the tripwire against approaching 
communists? The answer is ‘yes,’’ ’ says Harry Wall, Israel director of 


the Anti-Defamation League, referring to the implications of global 
changes on US-lsraeli relations. “But Israel is a stable democracy in a 
high unstable party of the world. That has to count for something." 


TOPAY IN HISTORY 


1606 — England's Parliament imposes severe penalties against 
Roman Catholics. 

1732 — Russia gives up claims to certain Persian territories by 
treaty of Riascha. 

1793 — France's King Louis XVI is beheaded. 

1919 — Sinn Fein congress in Dublin, Ireland, adopts declara- 
tion of independence. 

1924 — First Nationalist Chinese Congress at Canton admits 
communists and welcomes Russian advisers. 

1942 — German forces launch new offensive in western African 
desert in World War II. 


1949 — Chiang Kai-Shek resigns China presidency following 
Nationalist Party reversals. 

1954 — First atomic submarine, USS Nautilus, is launched is 
United States. ^ 

1968 — Britain draws up plans to withdraw its troops from Far 
East and Gulf. 

1970— Fiance'ssaieofMirage jet planes to Libya is announed; 
Iraq foils attempt to overthrow its government and promptly 
executes 1 2 men. 

1974— United States rejects South Vietnam's requestfornaval. 
support in fighting with Chinese for Paracel Islands. 

1986 Auto packed with explosives blows up near office of 

President Amin Gemayal’s Phalange Party in east Beirut 
Lebanon, Idling 22 people and wounding 102. 

1988 _ . Dozens of Palestinian men emerge from Beirut’s war- 

Sj^^rShmTMusfim militiamen lift a 32-month-oId siege! 


Divide-and-mle tactics prime cause 


Soviet Transcaucasia conflict comes to head 


MOSCOW, (UPI): For centuries the Transcaucus 
region of the Soviet Union bas been a bubbling 
cauldron of hate, nationalism and deadly religious 
feuding that has been fuelled by the divide-and-rule 
strategy used by both Czarist and communist Rus- 


sia. 


Thcstrategynowappears to have backfired in toa 
virtual civil war between the Soviet republics of 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

Religions lies at the root of the long antagonism 
between Armenia, with a Christian heritage, and 
Azerbaijan, whose inhabitants are mostly Shiite 
Muslims. Beside their religious rilvazy, the distrust 
between Armenians and Azerbaijanis is rooted in 
the ethnic conflict between the Azerbaijanis' 
“cousins,” the Turks, and the Armenians, their 
bitter enemy. 

Though not as radical as their fundamentalist 
Shiite religious neighbours in Iran, Soviet Azer- 
baijanis, while accepting communist rule, have 
never abandoned their strong attachment to Islam 
and their hatred of Armenians. 

Few concrete steps were ever taken by Moscow to 
defuse the rivalry between Christian and Muslim in 
the region long known to be a tinderbox. At times, 
Moscow would use the rivalry to distract nationalist 
dements in both republics from focusing their atten- 
tion on discontent with Soviet rule. 

The Armenians accuse the Turks of a centuries- 
old - genocide campaign that culminated in the forced 
resettlement and massacre of more than 1 million 
Armenians in 191 5. 

The two states, which now form two of the Soviet 
Union’s IS republics, have been at war before over 
the same territory now in dispute — the Nagorno- 
Karabakh region. 

Shortly after the collapse of the month -old Trans- 
caucasian federal republic composed of Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia in 19 1 8, Armenia and Azer- 
baijan fought skirmishes over the Karabakh region. 
Despite some military success by Armenia, a treaty 
with Moscow in the early 1920s gave Azerbaijan 
control of the mostly Armenian-populated region. 

Armenian nationalists always have made a main 
priority the return to Armenian rule of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, whose population of 170,000 is 80 per 
cent Armenian. 

After joining the Soviet Union in 1920, Armenia 
was later to lose the enclave of Nakichevan, now a 
hotbed of Muslim fundamentalism, to Azerbaijan 
as well. 

The Shiites of Nakichevan are now demanding 
free access to neighbouring Iran. The region was 
split betwen Iran and Czarist Russia in 1928, with 
the vast majority of the Azerbaijani nation living on 
the Iranian side of the border. 

Armenia, with a population of 3.1 million, is one 
of the smallest of the Soviet republics. Sandwiched 
between Turkey and Azerbaijan, with a population 
of 6.4xnfllion, it feelsitself vunerable and, at times, in 
need of Moscow's protection from its centuries-old 
enemies. 

Despite more than seven decades of communist 
rule,' a strong sense of nationalism is still present in 
both Armenians and Azerbaijanis. This nationalism 
coupled with the traditional religious rifvary and the 
arbitrary redrawing of national boundaries in the 
region by ^bsopw^s created 30 atmosplysre^f . 

— Tender the hard-^fine governmen ts that proceeded 
Soviet President Mikhail Grobachev ana bis twin 
reforms of glasnosi (openness) and perestroika 
(political and economic restructuring, the Moscow- 
dominated local governemnts in the republics man- 
aged to keepalid on the worst of theethnic violence. 

News blackouts on such disturbances also gave 
the impression that the centuries of ethnic rivaliy 
had been suppressed. 

Using a policy often practiced by the British in 
Africa, Moscow did little to attack the root cause of 
the rivaliy, preferring instead to keep the two 
republics in a state of agitation by failing to deal with 
border disputes. 

By keeping the two peoples focused on each other, 
the Armenians and tne Azerbaijanis had little time 
or energy to devote to any anti-Soviet: crusade. 

But under a more tolerant government in Mos- 
cow, expressions of discontent and nationalism 
repressed for decades were finally permitted apublic 
airing. ' 

Armenian nationalists, encouraged .by demon- 
strations in the Soviet Union's three Baltic republics 
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, began publicly 
complaining of discrimination against Armenians 
in Nagorno-Karabakh in late 1987. 

Strikes and clashes erupted in Stepanakert, the 
region's capital, between Armenians and Azer- 
baijanis. More protests in the Armenian capital of 
Yerevan triggered an anti- Armenian pogrom in the 
Azerbaijani industrial city of Sumgait in February 
1988 that left more than 30 dead and hundreds 
injured. 

The conflict has grown exponentially since then. 
More than 200 people have been killed and hun- 



An'Armei:inn-actitfist during a rally in Pushkin Square in Moscow. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Conflict could be Gorby’s undoing 


MOSCOW. (Reuter): President 

Mikhail Gorbachev appears to face 
no immediate danger from the flar- 
ing conflict in Transcaucasia but if 
fighting were drawn out, with heavy 
army casualties, the tide could turn 
against hinfc’-So*e( ,J hhfrTdrttgi" - 


One Soviet commentator said he 
feared an extended conflict in the 
south and deaths among Russian 
and other Slav soldiers could heigh- 
ten tension and general discontent 
over economic problems in Moscow 


^anabscwBtkfon Fri day. 

“Gorbachevas tlll^iwwiiiBwuf" 
'strength. A$ that he has done sd far ■ 


“ ‘rnd'orntr titiek • 

On Thursday crowds gathered in 


commentator described as “a model 
of civility" compared with the events 
in the so»th, the Kremlin chief 
seemed last week to signal a new 
radical turn. 

“What he appeared to be saying 
there was- that raH* the 'iddmanians 
wonted for themselves, he wanted for 






Letters to the editor 


Visit visas 


Sir. Kuwait is a welfare slaw where citizens as 
well as expatriates, irrespective of their nation- 
ality and religion get free education, medical 
services and many other facilities which are well 
known to everyone. Besides these facilities, one 
feels quite safe and far from disturbances as 
Kuwait civil administration is commendable. 
The crime rate is too low to compare with any 
other modem country. This is ine reason that 
when an expatriate comes to K uw ait For a short 
period, wishes to stay here as long as possible. 

With due respect of the law I wish to give m> 
suggestions on the following: 

1 — The residence laws have already been 
implemented and it is very difficult for a low- 
paid employee to get family visa. 

2 — Visit visa for a month is granted with the 
least trouble and 1 know many families who 
come to Kuwait but have to go to Basra after 
getting a new visit visa for one month. Those 
voung husbands who are anxious to bring theur 
'families have to follow the same procedure for 
four or five times. They have to get Iraq’s visa 
and have to bear a lot of expenses. 

3 — Again with due respect of the prevailing 
law. I suggest that the Immigration Depart- 
ment of the Ministry' of tbe Interior should 
review the tews according to Islamic point of 
view and should relax conditions in certain 


cases. 

4 — Also the visit visa's validity of stay, if 
extended say for six months, three months or 
even two months. The ministry can levy an 
amount on visit visas. Say for six months visit 
visa KD.250/- and KD150 1 - for a visit visa of 
three months. 

5 — On satisfactory completion of formalities 
by a deserving applicant, ministry can gram 
residence and can levy a yearly visa fee. say 
KD200/- per year and this should be at least for 
three years (i.e. KD600/- for three years). 1 am 


sure this way it will serve a nice purpose of 

1 at the same 


augmenting government fu nds and 
the illegal business of visa will be stopped.! may 
add that after 3 years residence, normal fee of 
KD 10/- per year can be charged . 

I hope that the authorities will kindly give 
sympathetic consideration to the abovesugges- 
tions which have been indicated with l he 

sincerefty and in true Islamic spirit. 

M. Kama! Axfcar. 




, Pakistan Arts 


mi i 


Save Muslims 


Vi.f’.j!. rK 


clearly has ‘the support of the entire 
leadership,'* said Igor Sedykh, a 
litical commentator for the 
1 ovosti press agency. 

“The conflict is still localised and 
bas not, so far, taken on an aspect 
that could alter Gorbachev's long- 


& 


chit, reservists^ whose, call-up 'had 
been formally confirmed by Defence 
Minister Dmitry Yazov earlier in the 
day. not be sent to. the southern 
republics of Armenia and Azer- 
baijan. 


diplomatic analyst said, “Only- his 
plea was: let's stay united and do it 
together." 

But to move in this direction, both 
foreign and Soviet analysts agree, he 
has to ensure a quick ana radical turn 


term plans, either political or econ- 
omic," said Boris Tumanov of the 


official Tass newagenc y. 

Their assessment, delivered as 
Azerbaijan appeared to be moving 
towards open insurrection against 
Soviet authority, was echoed by Wes- 
tern diplomats closely monitoring 
tbe Kremlin political scene. 

“What is going on in the commun- 
ist Party is much more important as 
far as Gorbachev’s own position and 
the survival of his vision of peres- 
troika are concerned," said one, 
referring to dear signs of mounting 
resistance to reform. 

-r would not exaggerate the fall- 
out ofthe conflict forGorbachev, not 
at this stage anyway," raid another 
diplomat with many years of 
experience in analysing the Soviet 
domestic scene. “The struggle for 
power in the party is the real issue." 


On Friday, the Kremlin moved to 
head off such protests byannoundng 
all reservists would be out of tbe 
south within five days and would be 
replaced by current servicemen — 
although apart from officers and 
NCOs these are all draftees. 

The Kremlin chief and most of his 
colleagues in the party's ruling polit- 
buro staged what has become an 
unusual show of at least pubfic unity 
on Thursday and Friday when they 
.attenteda Kremlin conference on the 
- future of perestroika. 

Ixra speech opening the meeting, 
organised by mainly conservative 
party officials according to Soviet 
sources, Gorbachev delivered a 
resounding defence of his 
programme — in ad-lib remarks des- 
cribing its critics as “rabble." 

Visiting Lithuania, whose own 
cautious ' if - determined moves 
towards independence one Soviet 


in the direction of the party itself, 
divided 


which is increasingly divided bet- 
ween a reformist rank-and-file and a 
conservative ‘apparatus.’ 

Some Soviet commentators 
predict a confrontation when the 
party’s policy-making central com- 
mittee meets in an extended session 
next weekend, partly to dismiss new 
statutes to be pul before a party con- 
gress scheduled for October. 

There has been mounting pressure 
from tbe grass roots ofthe party — as 
wdl as from prominent radicals who 
fear what they see as a mounting tide 
in the favour of the conservatives — 
for the congress to be brought for- 
ward. 

But Gorbachev himself rejected 
that idea in a speech on Friday. Tbe 
congress had already been shifted 
from the spring ofl991.be declared. 
Time was needed to change “ the 
atmosphere and the membership 
situation" in the party, he said. 


dreds more injured. More than SOhavebeen killed in 
the latest anti-Armenian pogrom in the Azerbaijani 
capital of Baku in the past week. 

After the devestating December 1988 earthquake 
in Armenia. Azerbaijan launched an unofficial rail 
and road blockade of goods travelling through its 


republic to Armenia. Anger grew as reconstruction 
work was delayed in Armenia. 

Passions have been fuelled by the nationalist press 
of both sides, now free from strict cen LraJ control, in 
the detailing of atrocities — some true, some not — 
to inflame passions. 


East Europe faces problems in dumping communist legacy 


PRAGUE, (Reuter): Getting rid of Eastern 
Europe's communist governments proved surpr- 
isingly easy. Getting rid of the power structures they 
left behind may be harder. 

From Berlin to Bucharest, the people who took 
over the helm in a tide of anti-communist revolu- 
tions late last year are facing a dilemma: to go on 
running discredited systems or to dismantle them 


In Poland, first of the East bloc countries, to 
topple the communists. Solidarity has decided it i$ 
time to move against the nomenklatura, which it' 
accuses of obstructing reforms, 


“The personnel set-ujj in the-main structures df 


with little to^ut in their place. 


All over the bloc, new reformist ministers are 
sitting in the huge and often tasteless offices of their 
predecessors, wondering how to eradicate a legacy 
of communism and asking themselves which of their 
subordinates they can trust. 
lakFc 


power has changed very tittle," Bronislaw Geremek, 
the free trade union's parliamentary leader, .wrote 
this week! “The moment has come whim it is indis- 
pensable to speed up change, to speed' up' history 
again." 


marketsystems but areata loss ro knowhow to start 
. in countries which have very little private capital or 
. management expertise. 

“We are trying to encourage small private busi- 
■' ness, but we think- big industry will have to stay in 
state hands.” says Ivan Kopernicky, first deputy 
. chairman of Czechoslovakia s State Planning Com- 
mission. • 


Another burning issue '.-is" what to. do about the 
police, especially the security police forces which 


Czechoslovak Foreign Minister Jiri Dicnstbier, a 
former dissident, was asked recently by one Western 
interviewer why a statuette of Lenin was still on an 
office bookshelf. “I hadn’t even noticed it,” he said. 

For Dienstbierand others like him, a key problem 
is the “nomenklatura," the vast network of Com- 
munist Party appointees who filled key posts in the 
administration and industry. 

Will they try to sabotage the efforts of the refor- 
mers, or will they decide the game is up with com- 
munism and switch allegiance to their new masters? 
In either case, ministers are only too aware that such 


people may be indispensable to run the bureaucracy, 
at least for the time Being. 


Themost extreme example is Romania, where the 
Communist Party numbered 3.8 million, or about 
one is three of adult Romanians. Four million more 
belonged to the youth wing. 

Nowhere has the party’s collapse been more 
devastatingthanin Romania, but ex-party members 
fill all significant jxists and many leaders of the new 
ruling National Salvation Front (NSF) are former 
communists. 

They argue that party tmsnbership had lost all 
ideological meaning, and joining was simply a ritual 
act obligatory for anyone who wanted to make any 
sort of career. This has not stopped a widespread 


persecuted dissidents and spied on the, general 
public for four decades in an at tempt to smash any 
threat. to communisi rule. 

The problem has reached- crisis point in East . 
Germany, where thousands of demonstrators 
sacked the headquarters of the once feared Stasi 
security police on Monday. 

Prime Minister Hans Modrow had attempted to 
introduce new security forces to replace the Stasi,. 
but had to back down in the face of widspread public 
indignation. ' ; 

In Romania, public-opinion is clearly even more 
hostile to any resurrection ofthe dreaded Securiiate 
force, which put up armed resistance to the. overth- 
row of Nicolae Ceausescu’s dictatorship and caused 
theonly bloodshed int he East European revolution. 

But some of the new generation of East European 
leaders believe an internal security force is still 
needed. In Czechoslovakia, ■ Interior Minister 
Richard Sacher has set up a amnnissionto decide 
which officers can keep their jobs and which should 


go. 


Still more intractable are the economic problems 
weighing on all the East bloc countries as they try to 
shed the legacy of 40 years of central planning and 
catch up with Western Europe. ■ 

All have hage, loss-making heavy industries and 
shortages of consumer goods and services. Most 
have inefficient collectivised fanning. Some have 


fe dfrig that many of the old guard are dinging to 
power in the clothes of the NSF. 


crippling foreign debts. 

By and large, the incoming lead er s believe in free- 


* Poland is so far the only country to launch a full- 
scale privatisation programme — something never 
before attempted with a communist economy — in 
agreement with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

This is expected to involve Unemployment and a 
sharp cat in living standards, all aggravated by the 
country's S39-billioii debt. 

In some ways, Poland might gladly exchange its 
Situation for that of Romania, which has no debt: 
.Ceausescupaid it all offby restricting his people to 
miserly rations of footh fuel and electricity. . 

Bui in Romania too, the government says it has 
inherited an economic disaster, caused by Ceauses- 
cu’s austerity programme and his one-sided 
emphasis on heavy industry. 

Some governments are reluctant to launch major 
restructuring plans because they are only interim 
administrations, awaiting the outcome of free elec- 
tions scheduled in all the East.European countries 
except Poland in the spring or summer. 

Hungary will start the process on March 25. 
Meanwhile, the old regime is still largely in power in 
Budapest, although- it has thrown away its commun- 
ist trappings and committed itself to social- 
democratic policies. . j . 

Although most of the East Europeans feel psy- 
chologically dose to the West, economically they, 
are still tied to the Soviet Union, which keeps them 
supplied with cheap oO arid is itself pursuing only 
cautious economic reforms . 

The Soviet-led trading bloc Comeoon, to which 
the East Europeans all bdong, -started moving this 
month towards a market-based system, but the 
process is expected to take at least five years. 


Sir We have seen in the Indian sub-continent 
that whenever there wasany political unrest the 
leaders used to create some sort of communal 
violence and divert the political unrest. 

In Soviet Russia political unrest suited when 
one of the Soviet republics declared indepen- 
dence. Tbe central government could not take 
any step to avoid bad name and international 
pressure. 

-. hr Azerbaijan they have 'also started abla- 
tion for more democracy ,und also fhencigh- 
IVrfe -%e 


regarding die enclave 6t Nagorim-Karabal 
The Soviet govt, taking this advantage, incited 
riots and has now sent troops to curb the 
Azerbaijanis. To frighten tbe other republics, 
the Soviet troops will slaughter hundreds of 
Azeri Muslims in the name of tew and order. 


We appeal to all Muslim states to take 


appropnatesteps to save these Muslims from 


: hands of Soviet troops. 

In the past, we have seen Muslims killed in 
Soviet Russia for this or that reason and the 
population of the Muslim community is 
reduced instead of increasing like in all* other 
countries. We also' appeal to Gorbachev not to 
kill Muslims as his predecessors. 


Ahmad, 

Safat 


Cheat king-maker , 


Sir I have seen in this column criticisms against 
UMO for its malfunction in our community. 

I would like to highlight the cheating of a 
congress leader who works as the king-maker 
of UMO and a director of an Indian school. 
Through his travel agency in India he recruited 
us for the oil sectors and showed us the demand 
letter attested by the Indian Embassy for 
KD45/- as salary. When I reached here I got 
only KD28/- 1 approached him and explained 
my situation and he threatened me with 
immediate deportation. 

He received money for the visa as he usually 
does for his school. Now I request the UMO 
officials to lake action against such ami-social 
elements who cheat the poor labourers and 
teachers of our community. 


Poor toff ow, 
(Name and address auppffed). 


ALL Letters to die Editor must contain the 
writer's name and address. Publication is at 
the discretion of the Editor and letter* are 
subject to the editing process for space or 
other reasons. 


Quote me 



“We're hopeful that they (the Fed) will take 
a look at this morning's indicators and 
understand that these numbers are low and 
indicate that inflation has remained very 
. — steady over the last seven or eight years and 

that lower interest rates are justified." - A white House 
spokesman expressing satisfaction at the US interest rate- 


economy has suffered incalculable 
e3£ ^"5 y ?* re of military' control, the 

toe iMEi; *■ if toe prat » 

necessary US miliSlS SancUons - and ***** w 
PaSSin b22 ?° S 000 » remove the dictator." - 
Panamanian President Eodara appealing for US aid. 



***? P ossibffit )' *0 decide free] 
r “ 10 whethcT or not they want to 
aare.” -Kohl in a speech at 


w m m 

“Thno wfll be no more bombing attacks in an 
ottered the suspension oi 

o»c^ons of pofitical leaders, 

other government official* 







mideast 
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PLO turns West after losing East allies Clash in Lebanon 


Or^aisation has written off 
me communist bloc as a strategic ally and 
“ turning to the' West for help m its quest 
official said today!^ : 

I be.deep changes in the Eastern bloc, 
JJuch was our chief international ally for 
the past 25 years, will prevent it from 
playmg any Middle East role for at least 
another five years," and aide to Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat told Reuters in a 
telephone interview. 

. “The PLOis now working to build new 
international bridges as an-al tentative for' 
the absence of an active Eastern Europe,” 
said the Gulf-based official, who declined 
to be named. 




This altered view, shared by other Pales- 
tinian leaders, contrasts with widespread 
speculation last year that the Soviet Union 
under President Mikhail Gorbachev was 
poised for a diplomatic comeback intbe 
Middle East. 


The PLO has long argued that the best 
forum to resolve Arab-Israel conflict 
would be an international conference 
chaired jointly by the Soviet Unionand the 
United States. Israel and the United States 
oppose the idea. 

With the reduction of East-West ten- 
sions, Western states had seemed less hos- 
tile to allowing Moscow a role in the 
region. Bat Gorbachev and other East 


European leaders all seem likely now to 
have their hands full at home for the fore- 
seeable future. 

.Several Eastern European countries 
have moved to restore ties with israeU'cut 
in 'protest against its occupation of Arab 
territories in 1967. . 


diplomatic gains in countries like Fiance 
and Italy which upgraded the group's 
status after Arafat's 1988 declaration 
accepting Israel's right to exist and ren- 
ouncing terrorism. 


The new PLO view emerged in connec- 
tion with a visit today by Arafat to Oman, 
where Sultan Qaboos Bin Said is current 
chairman ofboth the Arab League and the 
Gulf Co-operation Council. 

The PLO official said Arafat was seek- 
ing Oman’s help in urging Britain to play a 
more active row. 

He said the PLO had made important 


“But there is a gap in the European 
position repowentatedin the Britsih stance 
and in particular that of (Prime Minister 
Margaret) Thatcher," he said. 


. “It is no secret that there is a special 
relationship between the Sultanate and 
Britain, and Oman is able to play through 
its new (leadership) status a basic role in 
amending the British position in line with 
the interests ofboth parties," Arafat's aide 
said. 


Isr ael assailed for Husseini arr est 

Mts a slap in the face of peace: wrong signal’ 


■ 


OCCUPIED Jerusalem, Jan 20, 
(Agencies): Palestinians from 
across the. political spectrum in 
the occupied territories assailed 
Israel today for arresting nation- 
alist leader Faisal AI Husseini, 
calling it a slap in the face of 
peace. 

k “This shows the Israeli gover- 
n m e n t a nd its policies are against 
peace and against any measure 
that would take the area from 
violence into reality and safety,"' 
said journalist and prominent 
pro-PLO nationalist Rad wan 
Abu Ayyash. 

Leaders from the occupied 
West Biank called a news con- 
ference in Arab East Jerusalem ait 
which they described as baseless 
and fabricated allegations -that . - 
Husseini helped finance activists 
in the 25-mo nth-pld-Arab upris- . 

49* universally 
reggrifcd a$ j|ha main leader- of 
jl.75 million Pajestijn&ns^indhie, 
oocjagjed areas , .was'arxes ted on 
|F n$ay ti oning about 
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{uprising activists' W5D' to buy 

pra- mnitiir y imif hrmB. 

; He denied the^Hegat 3 xSn%«ay. v . 
ing he paid the money for plumb- 
ing work in his East Jerusalem 
home. 

Police also presented secret 
evidence said to show Husseini 
had illegal contacts with “hostile 
organisation” and helped to 
organise the Palestinian revolt 

His arrest was criticised try 
Israeli peace activists and the 


Support for Israel 


Ron Brown, chairman of the US Democratic National Committee, said on Thursday his visitto Nablus, where 
his motorcade ran into a series of burning roadblocks, reinforced his support for Israel. 

. Brown also said he “vehemently opposed" Republican Senator Bob Dole's proposal to cut US aid to Israel 
and four other countries so as to free funds for helping democratic movements in Eastern Europe. 


I i'l IjZH He? I a lit it 


... ^ firiefs hjm- 




US State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
! on Friday that the move “sends 
. precisely the wrong signal to the 
i Palestinians at a time of intense 
'efforts to establish a dialogue 
{between them and the Israelis 
, and move the process forward.” 

\ Several Western diplomats 
; based in Jerusalem, including US 
| Consul-General Philip. Wilcox, 


« ! news 4 conference -fan state alongside .The. Jewish- • also- .-condemned^-'! Hussein’s ■ 


Palestinians said Hnssemfs 
arrest was aimed at preventing 
Husseini and other Palestinians 
from wooing Israeli public opin- 
ion to support negotiations with 
the Palestine liberation Organ- 
isation. 

. Husseini has repeatedly 
advocated a peace dialogue to 
persuade all sectors of Israeli 
society of the need for a F&kstin- 


state. 

“This arrest is a message from 
the Israeli government that they 
will not allow him to approach 
the Israeli public,” said Ghassan 
Al Khatib, a communist 
academic -from Nablus. 

Mahmoud Al Zahhar, regar- 
ded as a leader of the Islamic 
resistance movement Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip, the main PLO 
rival in the occupied territories. 


arrest. 

. “If the Israelis intend to pave 
the way for the peace process, 
which requires a goodwill 
initiative, there is no justification 
for arresting Hussemi," he told 
Renters in a telephone interview. 

Palestinian and Israeli activ- 
ists said they would picket thcjail 
in West Jerusalem where Hus- 
setni has been ordered held until 
Monday. 


Waite is 
jstill alive, 
[believes 
jRuncie 


Badran cancels political checks 


Govt can rehire workers fired for political reasons 


AMMAN.' Jan 20, (AP): Prime Minister Mudar 
' Badran today cancelled mandatory vetting of civil 
servants by the intelligence department and told 
government departments they can rehire workers 
fired for political reasons. 

Jordan’s official Petra news agency reported the 
measures, which continue a series of liberalising 
measures and further trim the once- vast role of the 




! LONDON, Jan 20, (Reuter): 
i Archbishop of Canterbury 
. ; Robert Runcie said today he 

I believed Terey Waite was still 
. | alive three years after the British 

* ‘ church envoy disappeared in 
! Lebanon during a mission to free 

. i Western hostages, •. 

“I hope we shall not need to 
' keep this anniversary again. We 
j long to be able to celebrate 
■ Terry’s day of release," the arch- 
I bishop, spiritual leader of the 
* Anglicap church, said in a 
i- | statement. 

“Recently we got information 
I that Waite was stall alive and held 

• i in Lebanon,” a senior pro-Synan 
i official told Reuters. 

Waite, now 50, vanished in 
Beirut on the night of January 20, 
(987, after dismissing guards w 
ihaf he could negotiate with kid- 
J nappers alone. No one has 
claimed responsibility for his 

( abduction. , . . 

Runcie said in a television- 
interview on Friday: “We have 
had no direct news because we 
■ have h ftd no demands and we 
have no news about his exact 
• circumstances. 

• Three other Britons are being 
held hi Lebanon: Brian 

Keenan, who also has Irish 
' nationality, John McCarthy and 
; Jack Mann. 

The archbishop, whose omce 

issued the statement shorn y 

beforche was due to arrive home 
afteravirittoEthiopia,calledfor 

5 [prayers for the hostages 
‘families. . , 

I He said: “ihree years 15 
; time in anyone’s life — some 
-{of the hostages have beoi held 
for even longer thanthat- 
Runrie added: “The Lebanese 


habarat. 

It was not immediately dear how many people 
could be affected by the circular permitting re- 
employment of banned workers. The directive did 
not order agencies to retain them. 

Prior to Badran’s order, all government agencies 


hiring any worker. The Mukhabaratalso sometimes 
.recommended firing workers for political reasons. 

The organisation tended to target communists 
and members of radical Palestinian factions 
opposed to the monarchy. 

On Tuesday, the cabinet voted to annul Jordan's 
1953 anti-communism law and the government has 
> vowed to end the ban on political parties imposed in 
1957. 

' Though still technically illegal, the communists 
and several other parties openly ran slates of can- 
didates in[ last November's nation-wide elections, 
the first general polling in more than two decades 
and one of the freest ever held in the Arab world. 


Fighting narcotics tops priority 

Moussa sees drugs as threat to security 


KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Agencies): 
New Egyptian Interior Minister 
Major-General Mohammed 
Abdul Halim. Moussa has said 
that his priority would be fight- 
* ( rng narcotics which he described 
as the most serious threat to 
Egypt’s security. •• 

In two separate interviews 
with Kuwaiti newspapers 
Moussa said he is with the law 
which provides for death senten- 
ces for narcotic traffickers, y 
Answering a C[uestion: on 
whether Israel is being behind the 
gangs of traffickers who smuggle 
drugs to Egypt, the minister said 
“we are not targerted by Israel 
alone but by many other coun- 
tries.” 

He added that “they aim at 


destroying the youths of this 
country, I don’t think that Israel 


in specific is behind these gangs, 
since heroin is produced by many . 
countries such as Latin America 
and Southeast Asian countries. 

Moussa added that bis second 
priority is confronting those who 
are trying to sabotage the econ- 


with extremists is that of 
r elig ious intellectuals “and we 
adhere to our security role and 
leave the issues of dialogue and 
advice to the specialists, and we 
hope that all efforts would focus 
on facing extremism.” 


omy of Egypt, including those 
who deal with currencies. 


who deal with currencies. 

' On the religious extremist. 
Mourn said that the respon- 
sibility for this is not that of the 
Interior Ministry alone* and 
stressed that his ministry would 
“strike hard” on the outlawed 
wherever their .positions might 
be. 

- He also said that the respon- 
sibility. of conducting dialogue 


■ Three large drug-smuggling 
rings were smashed in raids in 
several Iranian provinces and 31 
traffickers arrested, Tehran 
Radio reported today. 

The broadcast, aired an 
interview with Hussein Miriohi, 
deputy head of the revolutionary 
committees, Iran's main -law 
enforcement agencies. 

He said the smuggling rings 
had recently been busted in the 
provinces of - Mazandaran, 
Bakhtaran 


Mideast 
churches 
meet in 
Cyprus 


NICOSIA, Jan 20* (Renter): All 
major Middle East churches wOl 
come together in Cyprus next 
week for the first time since the 
fifth century to discuss their rote 
as a minority in the region. 

Eastern Rite Catholic churches 
win take part fat the assembly of 
the Middle East Cotmcfl of Chur- 
ches (MECC)* after joining last 
March with the Vatican's 

approval. 

^It is an hfatoric meeting,” said 
the Reverend Douglas Dochanne, 
the eoandrs press officer. He said 
a Vatican r e pr es e n tative would 
attend the six-day assembly open- 


ing in Nicosia on Monday and 
a message from the Pope. 

The Eastern Rite dnvehes tak- 
ing part are the Maroahe, Armen- 
ian CathoEc* Coptic Catholic, 
Syrian Catholic, Chaldean Cath- 
oKc, Greek Catholic and the Latin 
Patriarchate in Jerusalem. 

They were founded after the 
great schism bet w e en Catholicism 
and orthodoxy in 1054, Dnchaime 
said. He saidihe last meeting of aD 
■da regional ch in ch es was the 
Cou ncil of Chakedon in the fifth 
centnry. 

The assembly, normally held 
every four years, will bring 
together 200 rep re s e nta tives from 
the region as wdl as from the 
World Comal of Cbnrehes and 
other cfamchorgmdsatioiia worid- 
.. widb ■ • - w*i nt •'*>*■! sDiri/f 

> r On itsagenda wflf beissodrlke 
TUrtsflaM' Emigr a tion from the 
Middle East, retigoes-exti i aabm - 
and dirndl unity to help Chris- 
tians encosnter tile challenges 
they face asamfoorfty of same ten 
to 15 per cent in the Middle East, 
Dnchaime said. 

“This is not an ecumenical 
cooadl that will foramalte the 
doctrine of the Christian chnech,” 
he saadClt aimed to provide poficy 
directions and goi defines for 
MECC members. 

He ssid the assembly wooftd 
examine a working paper on the 
bane of Christians emigrating 
from a region where they faced a 
t remen dous sense of inseemity 
sad fear abont the (htme. 

He described the emigration as 
sidwtsntial, though he sail there 
were no accur at e figures. Once 
there was a dear ptetares decision 
had to be taken. 

At present, said Dnchai m e, 
some churches recognised the 
stress their members were nader 
and helped them leave. Others like 
the Syrfai orthodox church said 
they shoold stay In the lands where 
Christianity began. 

Dodbarme said churches could 
imdntskr housing programmes, 
soda! help mid pastoral care if a. 
decision were taken to reduce 
im migration. 


$420m campaign to 
help Soviet Jews 


NEW YORK, Jan 20, (UPI): 
American Jews soon will be 
asked to contribute $420 
million to help thousands of 
Soviet Jews find dew homes in 
Israel, the tjnited Jewish 
Appeal announced yesterday. 

The campaign, dubbed 
“operation exodus,” will be 
part of a $600 million fund- 
raising effort that includes 
other countries and participa- 
tion by the Israeli govern- 
ment 

The $420 million American 
goal is based on .projections 
that at least 1 65,000 Jews will 
arrive in Israel within the next 
two years, said UJA national 
chairman Morton Kornreich 
at a news conference where he 
was joined by officials from 
the United Israel Appeal and 
the Jewish Agency for Israel. 


Syrians fight with Aoun troops 


BEIRUT, Jan 20, (Agencies): Syrian 
and Lebanese troops clashed today 
on ibe northern edge of Lebanon’s 
Christian enclave during a demon- 
stration by supporters of Christian 
General Michel Aoun. 

The troops fought at Madfoim 
bridge, 25 miles (40 km) north of 
Beirut, on a ’day of soli clarity with 
north Lebanon’ called by Aoun to 

protest at Syria’s military presence m 
the area. 

I Christian security sources said the 

I dashes were triggered by Syrian 
troops firing to disperse a crowd of 
Aoun's followers handing out 
Lebanese flags and posters of the 
Christian general. 

Muslim security sources said the 
Syrians had only shot in the air to 
stop the protesters marching on a 
Syrian checkpoint at the bridge and 
said Aoun's troops had started the 
firelight. 

The Christian security sources said 
both sides used wnh and machine- 
guns. There were no reports of 
casualties. 

A few hours later shooting 
resumed on the coastal road and the 
Madfoim bridge crossing between 
the north and the enclave, held by 
Aoun's 15,000 mostly Christian 
troops, was closed to traffic. 

Most towns and villages in the 
north, including places where no 
Syrian troops are stationed, ignored 
Aoun's call for a one-day general 
strike against what he calls the Syrian 



occupation. 

Schoolchildren 


in the northern 


port of Tripoli were sent home early 
because of fears of a fresh wave of 
explosions a week after a man was 
killed and five people wounded by 
bomb blasts. 


“The principal dismissed us and 
told us there is no school today 
because Aoun wants to kfil us,” said 


10-year-old Nabfl Adrah. 

Unidentified gunmen in Chris tian 
East Beirut earlier seized a Lebanese 
journalist who friends said was 
organising a meeting to protect Aoun 
h arming the media from identifying 
Elias Hirawi as President. 

Wearing civilian clothes and 
armed with revolvers, the men took 
George Al Hai from his home in the 
Ashrafiyeh neighbourhood for ques- 
tioning. He was released unharmed a 
few hours later. 

Haj is a member of the Journalists* 
Association, which held a march in 
Muslim West Beirut against Aoun's 
press restrictions. 

Hundreds of journalists, 
academics and leftists waving ban- 
ners converged on the information 
ministry and were addressed by 
Mohammed Baalbaki, head of the 
PnbJjfl^'.ABOMlMin. _ 

^We'&n’t wcept any substitute to 
' freedom, ” Baalbala Said. - ‘ =* 1 


Two Lebanese journalists take pictures of area where the Israeli 
warplanes raided near trie Palestinian refugee camp of Miyeh Miyeh, as 
black smoke billows from the targetted area. (Reuier wireprioto) 


The general has dosed two news- 
papers and a newsletter in East 
Barut for a week for referring to 
Hirawi, who was elected by Lebanese 


parliamentarians in November, as 
head of state. 


head of state. 

One person was killed and four 
injured when leaking fuel triggered 
an explosion and Gre at an East 
Beirut commercial centre today, 
security sources said. 

Fireman were the blaze 

and trying to evacuate people from 
the buDdmg after the blast in the 
basement ofthe eight-storey centre in 
the Jetawi district. 

The sources said workers welding 
the leaking fuel tank of a generator 
sparked on the explosion at the cen- 
tn^jwhidh houses .a , bank-and several, 
companies. 

Lebanese Finance Minister AH Al 


Khalil said yesterday he wanted pres- 
sure exerted on Israel to withdraw its 
troops from southern Lebanon. 

Referring to a Security Council 
meeting la ter this month to renew the 
mandate of the UN interim force in 
southern Lebanon (Unifil), he told a 
news Conference: “We are not 
interested in having a routine ren- 
ewal... 


“We are requesting the permanent 
members of the Security Council, 
especially the United States which 
can influence most Israel, to actually 
exert the required pressure on Israel 
to withdraw its forces.” 


The toll in Israeli air raids on a 
Palestinian radio station and a pro- 
Iranian Shiite Muslim militia base in 
south Lebanon rose to seven kikd 
and 18 wounded, police said today. 



JVfgghrph mwimifc t .ihyan lewder Mmminur KTiurlriafi arrived m Tonis 
on Saturday for a North African summit and said the Arab world needed to 
unite faster to catch up with the West. 

The heads of stateottheother members oftheArabMaghreb Union, Algeria, 
Mauritania and Morocco, are expected to arrive in Tunis on Sunday. (Reuter) 


Uganda denies rote: President Yoweri Museveni said that Ugandan 
forces played no role in the recent capture by rebels of Sudanese towns near the 
two countries* border. 

Without naming any oountry, the Sudanese recently accused a neighbouring 
state of using heavy artiHexy and a helicopter gunship to help the rebel Sudan 
People’s liberation Army (SPLA) to take the town Kajo-Keji near the Ugan- 
dan border. (Reuter) 


receives 
envoys to 
Palestine 


New Algerian Islamic group: Hundreds gathered in the Algerian 
town of louggourt on Friday to mark the formation of a new Islamic 
fundamentalist group, the Algerian news agency APS said on Saturday. 

The Right Path Association for Cultural and Social Activity assembled 
around 1,000 people in the town 650 km (400 miles) southeast of Algiers. 

• * • 


1 wo quakes snake Tenran: Two earthquakes shook Tehran and the 
surrounding area early Saturday, damaging homes in the Iranian capital, the 
official radio said. No casualties were reported. 

Tehran radio, monitored by the British Broadcasting Corp^ said the quakes 
at4.57 and 5.45 am (01 27 and 021S GMT) regi s te re d at 52 and 4.9 on the Rich ter 
scale. (AP) 


in Bulgaria, decided on Friday to return thousands of ethnic Turks seeking 
refuge in Sweden to Bulgaria. 


The decision was politically sensitive for Sweden, whose open-door refugee 
policy has been taxed by a surge of asylum applicants — 29,000 last year alone. 
(AP) • . • 


Additional responsabflities: Benon Sevan, the UN secretary-gen- 
eral's personal representative in Afghanistan and Pakistan, was also appointed 
on Fnday to be his representative on the implementation of the Geneva 
agreements on Afghanistan. 

The latter post was held until now by Diego Cordovez who, before being 
appointed Foreign Minister of Ecuador in 1988, was a UN undersecretary 
general. (Reuter) 


French military theory: French military intervention in Chad in l983 
waspart and parcel of the French military defensive theory, French Chief of 
Staff Gen. Maurice Schmitt has underscored. 

Schmitt told Kuna in Vienna on Friday that his country's military theory 
targets defending France’s strategic and security interest in Africa within 
concluded a gr eeme n ts with concerned countries and the respect of those 
countries' sovereignty and mteniatkmally-reeognised boundaries. (Kuna) 


TUNIS, Jan 20, (AP): Palestine 
Liberation Organisation chair- 
man Yasser Arafat personally 
received letters of accredition 
yesterday for ambassadors from 
India and Yugoslavia, PLO 
officials said. 

It marked the first time Arafat 
has received such letters in Tunis 
since the PLO proclaimed the 
state of Palestine in December 
1 988 in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Many East European and 
developing countries have assig- 
ned ambassadors to the state 
with their credentials normally 
handled by Farouk Kaddoumi, 
chief of the PLO’s political 
department. 

Arafat has usually been out- 
side the Tunisian capital, where 
the PLO main tains its headquar- 
ters, when the credentials are 
presented, Palestinian sources 
said. 

The diplomats, Herkez 
Arifaodzi of Yugoslavia and 
Sood Prithvi Raj of India, are 
their respective countries* 
ambassadors to Tunisia. 

The United States, Israel and 
most Western countries do not 
recognise the state of Palestine. 


Jordan plans crackdown: Jordan's labour minister said on Saturday 
un emp loyment had hit 20 per cent and the p rom ised tighter controls on 265,000 

“Unemployment is nowoor mam worry,” Qaseem Obeidat told Reuters. 
“We hope to cut the number of foreign workers from 300,000 to 200,000 by the 
aid of the year.’’ (Reuter) 

* • • 


Sudan denies 
rebels downed 
warplanes 


Joint Yemeni cabinet session: Premiere and cabinet ministers ofthe 
two Yemens held a joint meeting on Saturday to lay a plan of action for the 
planned merger of their two countries. 

An official statement said that Prime Ministers Abdul -Aziz Abdtd-Ghani of 
North Yemen and Yassin Saeed Noaman of South Yemen set up three working 
groups, one for military and security affaire, one for fin a no- and economy, and 
one lor services and sooal affairs. (AP) 


T ribal clashes in Sudan 


115 years of brutal 

aggravated by external 
to. We must pray 
a Jo*t peace in kbanoiL for *** 
Iffouktseean end to the hostage- 
talring.” 


KHARTOUM, Jan 20, (Reuter): Sixty Arab tribesmen have been 
ajrested after dashes with non-Muslim southeamers in central Sudan in 
which people were lolled and 37 injured, the official Sudanese news 

agency Suna reported today. •• '• 

Suna, quoting government sources, said weapons, trucks and trac- 
tois believed to have been used in the cl ashes in the town ofEl-Gebekan 

on December 28 had also been seized. 

The agency said 219 of the dead bdonged to the southern Nilotic 
Shilok tribe. Previous official reports had put the death ton a 214. 

The government set up a high-powered committee last week to 
investigate and is sponsonng a peace conference to mediate between the 


Regional peace conference 

Foreign fleets must pull out from Red Sea, Gulf: Attas 


KHARTOUM, Jan 20, (AP): 
The military command today 
denied as morale-boosting 
propaganda a claim by southern 
rebels that they shot down two 
government warplanes this 
month. 

A command statement termed 
as “baseless” the rebel report 
broadcast yesterday. It said the 
air force has lost no planes recen- 
tly and that the rebel claim was 
intended “to lift the morale of 
their defeated army." 


ADEN, Jan 20, (Reuter): South Yemeni 
President Abu Bakr Al Attas opened a 
regional peace ccmfeTence today with a call for 
the withdrawal of all . foreign fleets from the 
Red Sea, the Gulf and the Indian Ocean. 

He told delegates that the area should be 
demilitarised in tine with the new spirit of 
international co-operation. 

' ‘This conference is held in new inter- 
national circumstances distinguished from 


two sides. nanonaj circumstances aisonginsnea irom 

Foreien chplomate and relief worked estimated the death toll atmore others by the emerging calls tor peace and 

than 600 m<Sly Shilok tribesmen, and said the dead included women' disarmament," Al Attas said in a keynote 
children. 


The three-day meeting, called by the 
Organisation for Afro Asian Solidarity, is 
being attended by 45 countries including 
Arab states, Ethiopia, the Soviet Union and 
China. Western countries, Iran and Israel 
were not invited. 

Fleets from Britain, France, the US and the 
Soviet Union have remained m the region 
despite a 1988 ceasefire that ended fighting in 
the eight-year Iran-Iraq. war. 

Murad Ghaleb, President of Afro- Asian 
group, told delegates that “cases of war have 
changed into no-war, no-peace situations and 


we should work for permanentpeace. 

‘Traditional dangers are stm there* rcpr- 
sented in the continued presence of foreign 
fleets and military bases,” said Ghaleb, a 
former Egyptian foreign minister. 

“This calls for the co-operation of all states 
overlooking these seas,” he said, adding that 
this should also extend to environment issues. 

North and South Yemen, which plan to 
merlin a single state, were represented at the 
conference by a single delegation led by N Orth 
Yemeni Deputy Premier Hassan Mekkj, 
officials said. 


The Ethiopian-based radio of 
the rebel Sudan People's Libera- 


tion Army said yesterday that its 
forces shot down two Soviet- 
built TU-22 bombers flying high- 
altitude raids against rebel posi- 
tions in the southern part of 
Equatoria region. The broadcast 
dia not mention the fete of the 
crews. 

Monitored in Nairobi, Kenya* 
the broadcast said rebel gunners 
brought cj own one bomber 10 
days ago near Kajo-Kaji. 






2 


x 



Syrians host reception for minister 


The Syrian community held reception in honour of the outgoing minister of the Syrian embassy in Kuwait 
Baderuddin Lutfi, on the occasion of the end of his term in Kuwait. 

The reception was attended by the Charge de Affairs at the embassy Mohammed All Obaid and a number 

° ™e n cteTmtn ol the community. Adeeb Al Rammal. praised the efforts ofthe di P^at to-rartUthe 
nationals in Kuwait An appreciation certificate and gift were presented to the minister. The honoured guest 
thanked the hosts and he expressed satisfaction over the period spent in Kuwait 



ARTS 

Seminar 

THE seminar at the DAA, 
on Arabic and European Art in 
The Light of Zodiacal Symbol- 
ism has been postponed. It will 
be given during the period Feb 
1 1 - March 11, 1990. Morning 
sessions on Sunday and Tues- 
day 11 .00 - 12.30 am or evening 
session on Sunday and Tuesday 
6.00 - 7.30 pm. Registration 
maybe made by phoning the 
Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah, 
Tel: 2430826, 2453259. 

Tribal Rugs ft Oriental Prints 

THE Sultan Gallery exten- 
ded their Tribal Rugs and 
Oriental Prints exhibition until 

Jan 3 1 . The gallery is open from 
9.30 am to 12.30 noon and 5.00 
pm to 8.00 pm. For more infor- 
ma lion contact: 2421951. 

Iraqi ceramic* 

AN exhibition of Iraqi 
ceramics is currently being held 
at the Hunting and Equestrian 


Club. The exhibition will be 
opened everyday until January 
26 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
and 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

SOCIAL 

Bharat! Kalal Mandram 

The Bharati Kalai Mandram 
will hold a reception for the 
Indian cyclist Jayaraman Gan- 
esan at the Indian Embassy 
Hall on Monday, Jan 22, at 6 
pm. All are welcome. 

Hotsl Ramada Al Salam 
A GRAND Indian Food 
Festival will be held from Jan 
21-26 to coincide with the 
Republic Day of India. Arun 
Budhiraja, the Ambassador of 
India will grace the occasion, 
which will be supported by 
various Indian companies with 
stalls displaying Indian 
products. Enchanting perfor- 
mances by Indian classical dan- 
cers and musicians will be the 
highlights. A scrumptious 
Indian cuisine seeks to com- 
plete a memorable event 


Flag hoisting 

On the occasion of the 
Republic Day of India on Jan 
26, 1 990. there will be flag hoist- 
ing ceremony at 0900 hrs on 
thatdav, in the Indian Embassy 
premises at No. 34, Istiqlal 
Street 

Maharashtra Mandal 

MAHARASHTRA Man- 
dal, Kuwait celebrates their 
second .“Makar Sankrat 
Ustav” on Sunday Jan 21, 
1990 at the Indian Embassy 
Auditorium from 7:00 pm to 
10:00 pm. AH members are 
requested to attend. 

Bar-D-Q 

LAC is organising its first 
Bar-B-Q night with the Octave 
group. Programmes start at 7 
pm includes music, dance, 
games, and vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian bar-b-q. 
Entries are restricted by passes 
only. For details contact 
Shaxma at 2644863, Sunny at 
4343329, Jacoub 4319549, 
* George 4735972. 


Hard work pays off 


IF SHE were in Manila, she 
would definitely be a favourite 
copy, of society and cultural 
pages, as she is now becoming 
one in Kuwait 

We met Florence de los Santos 
in Kuwait when the “Hatid Saya 
'89” presented three shows in a 
row at the ballroom of the 
Kuwait Regency Palace hotel 
last November, and she was one 
of the most active supporters of 
the musical outreach pro- 
gramme of the Overseas Work- 
ers Welfare Administration 

(OWWA). 

Madame Florence, as she is 
fondly called by her admirers, is a 
star material herself, but she said 
that her success in the business 
ventures she has established in 
Kuwait were more definitely due 
to her businessmen acumen, 
hard work and patience. 

In Kuwait, Florence is con- 
sidered as the patroness of 
Filipino arts and entertainment, 
as she is always supportive of any 
cultural projects being under- 
taken by the Filipino commun- 
ity. 

At present, she is the director 
of finance .of the Filipino Cm- 
tural Club (FCC) in Kuwait, the 
club which has shown several 
entertainment and cultural Tares 
for the Kuwaiti* Filipino com- 
munities. 

For her active participation in 
the promotions of Filipino cul- 
ture and entertainment m 

\ Kuwait, Florence was awarded 

\ toe "Makabayan Award by uw 

Philippine Embassy in Kuwait, 




Florence 

which cited her also for “her 
active involvement, selfless 
service, and valuable contribu- 
tions to the welfare and well- 
being of the Filipino community 
in the State of Kuwait. 

The then Charge d’Affairs 
Fortunate D. Oblena (now 
Philippine Ambassador to the 
United Arab Emirates) presen- 
ted to Florence the “Makabayan 
Award." 

Florence is also the recipient of 
several plaques of appreciation 
in recognition of her varied 
initiatives and supports to other 
Filipino community projects in 
Kuwait, 

Recently, the Filipino Cul- 
tural Cub of which she is the 
finance director, presented the 
“Fiesta Extravanganza '89" at 
the plush Hotel Meridien as the 


club's year-end affair, and as a 
means of expressing gratitude to 
the supporters and well-wishers 
ofthe club. 

The FCC is composed of 
Salvador Patungan, executive 
director; Lito Matig-a, deputy 
executive director; LoueQa Men- 
doza, executive treasurer; Maria 
Socorro Falacios, executive 
secretary; Ma Suzcttc E. VasaHo, 
directress on media affairs and 
public relations: Joey Laureate, 
founding member; Jun Sta. 
Maria, consultant, and Dick 
Orense, adviser. 

As a businesswoman, 
Florence owns the Mabuhay 
Restaurant at the Carlton Hotel, 
the Philippine Gift Shoppe, 
Samar Grocery in Souk AlKabir 
and Mabuhay Beauty Saloon 

men/women. 

One area ofher life which she is 
so quiet and humble about it, is 
the assistance she has been giving 
to Filipinos who are stranded in 
Kuwait, like the “runaway” 
domestic helpers, or those who 
lost their jobs, or victims of 
FiKpino illegal recruiters. 

Florence arrived in Kuwait 
■ seven years ago, and she started 
asasalesgirl. . 

She married her Egyptian hus- 
band Fathi, a year later, mid who 
encouraged her when she wanted 
to go into business. 

Florence said that if she could 
make money for her employer, 
then she could also make money 
for herself as a businesswoman. 

They have two kids, a six-year 
old daughter and a son. 


KTV1 


THE MORNING PERIOD 

9.30 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

9.40 Sabah Al Kher news 

9.50 Cartoon serial 

10.15 Magazine D'Actualite 
(repetition) 

10.30 Ahlam Al Toyour: 
Arabic serial starring 
Ahmad Mari, Sami Al 
Adel, Mohammed Al 
Dafrawi, and Sawsan 
Bader 

11.45 That’s Incredible: 
foreign variety pro- 
gramme 

12.30 News summary 

12.35 Sabah Al Kher finale 

12.40 Holy Quran and 

closedown 

THE EVENING PERIOD 

4.00 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

4.15 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

4.45 Bereen: cartoon serial 

5.15 Night chemists, air- 
lines and official 
advertisements 

6.00 Al Fareso Al A sheq: 
historical serial (part 
4) 

7.00 Varieties 

7.15 The Agricultural 
Magazine: local pro- 
gramme, prepared and 
presented by Yaqoub 
al Yousifi 

7.45 Diwaniyat Shura Al 
Nabat: local pro- 
gramme 

8.30 Good Evening and 
Local news 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9A£ Ghadan Tushreqo Al 
Shams: Arabic serial 


10.45 Al Daleel: Late night 
Arabic feature (final 
part), starring 
Sameeha Ayoup, 
Jameel Rateb, and 
Majdi Wahba 

12.00 News summary 
12.05 The World Today via 

Satellite 

12.30 Holy Quran and 

Closedown 

KTV2 

6.00 Opening announce- 
ment and Holy Quran 


British Council 

Story Telling Session: Thurs- 
day, Jan 25 at 10.30 am. Come 
and enjoy the magic of books 
with a story teller. Children of 
all nationalities, ages 3-7 are 
invited. Please book seat s by 
calling Tel. 2515512; 2533204; 
2533227. 

Lecture: “Postgraduate 

Study in Britain” on Monday, 
Jan 22 at 6:00 pm. Come and 
find out about studying for 
your Masters or PhD. in the 
UK. Please book seats by call- 
ing TeL 2515512; 2533204; 
2533227. 

Bookworm Contest: The 
British Council is launching a 
bookworm contest open to 
children aged 7-15 years. Read 
as many book as you can. Have 
fun reading and win prizes. 
Register now at the British 
Council Library. Closing date 
for registration: Jan 27, 1990. 

Like a Hurricane!! 

SEVENTH Sky's upcoming 
Rock concert at Al Andalus 
cinema on 15th & 16th 
February, 1990. We are look- 
ing for Voluntary helpers and 
also an additional male & 
female vocalist. Ring 5748476 
or 2543219. 

Caledonian Society 
The Annual Bums Night 
Supper will be held at Messilah 
Beach Hotel on Thursday, 
February 1 st. For further infor- 
mation and ticket reservation 
phone: 5335082, 5332235 or 
3727691 ext 253. ■ 

SPORTS 

At the Holiday Inn Health Club 
wid Racreadon Centre 

SWIMMING lessons available 
all year round with qualified 
swimming instructors. Open to 
non-members. Mon-Tues- 
Wed 3:30 to 5:30. Beginners- 
improvers-adults mixed keep 
fit classes, Wed 5-6 Thurs 6-7, 
Fri 12-1:00 and 1-2:00, Sat 5- 
6:00. Ladies keep fit, Mon 5r6, 
Tues 5-6, Fri 5-6 and Sun 5:30- 
6:30. Martial arts w/black belt 
instructor Mon-Wed 6, Taek- 
wondo Sat-Mon, 7-8 Thurs 5-6. 
Bowling alley available for 
private company and commun- 
ity toumameats. Five squash 
Courts. Squash handicap every 
Sunday start 6 pro - all stan- 
dards, open to non-members. 
Squash coaching available 
from professional coach 
everyday, from 1 pm. Massage 
for men and women; gym 
facilities for men and women; 
tennis courts - coaching availa- 
ble. Plus lots .more. Phone for 
further details — Recreation 
Manager, 4742000 ext 6788 
Julie Dent or 6700 recreation. 


6.10 The New Three 
Stooges. A cartoon 
series for children 

6.30 The Beachcombers. 
“Mountain of Fear". 
Pat O'Gorman and 
Nick test themselves 
against the perils of 
Crown Mountain.... 
Pat tries to prove his 
manliness while Nick 
tries to prove he can 
repeat theconquests of 
his youth. 

*7.00 Earth. “The Coming 

■ of the Green". A con- 
tinuation of last 
week’s programme on 
pollution. It is con- 
sidered a world 
problem and threatens 

environment as a 
whole— 

8.00 News in English 

8 JO Wildside. “The Crimes 
of the Century”. A 
group of mercenaries, 
led by brigadier 
“Derek” ravages the 
country side and 
spread terror every- 
where. Sutton and his 
team the Chamber of 
Commerce have to 
stop them... 

9.30 Coach. “Kelly & 
Professor”. Hyden 
feels uneasy when his 
daughter Kelly tells 

him that she has a date 
with her professor 

E retending that she 
as become of full 
age... 

I0.Q0 Q.ED. How to be a 
Professionsal Mum or 
bad. A programme to 
enhance baby's 
intelligence from the 
first month.. a number 
of mothers participate 
in this programme.... 

10.30 Bestseller. “Around 
the World in 80 Days”. 

Mr Fog bets his friends 
that he can travel 
around the world in 80 
days and starts his 
journey from London 
to Dover then across 
France to Suez C&n- 

nal— 

12.00 News in Brief 
12.15 Magazine D’Actualite 



DanlsHa Tamils 1990 

Daniella organises again this 
year a tennis tournament for 
Danes. You can participate in 
ladies singles, men’s singles and 
“social doubles”. All Danish 
tennis players are welcome. 
Both beginners and more 
experienced. For further details 
and registration please call 
Carsten — 2402698 (office) or 
371021 5ext. 27 (private) before 
Friday, Feb 2. 

Danlolla Dart 
Tournament 1990 
The Dart Tournament for 
Danes wfll take place at the 
Gazelle Club on Friday, Jan 26,* 
starting at 2pm (expected to 
finish at 8 pm). It is a family 
event featuring separate junior 
tournament, so don't leave the 
children at home. For further 
details and registration, please 
call Henrik Licht — 3727688. 
ext 246; or Bjarne Rasmussen 
— 3720137 before Saturday, 
Jan 20. 

Tlvlm Contra 

“TIVIM Centre is pleased to 
announce their 3rd Annual 9-a- 
side Inter Village Football 
Tournament which will be held 
on the Sour grounds, Kuwait 
City, beginning March 27/28 th 
1990. For further information • 
please contact organisers — 
2441860 Casmiro.” 

HOTELS 

Holiday Inn ' 

AL AHMADI COFFEE 
SHOP: An ideal venue for that 
business lunch or a relaxing 
dinner at the end of the day. 
Choose from our lavish inter- 
national buffet (lunch- 
KD5.500 and dinner KD5.750) 
and then sit back n enjoy the 
Holiday Inn’s excellent service. 
Why not treat yourself to out- 
value for money. Breakfast 
buffet (KD2.500) you can 
always work off those excess 
calories at the Holiday Inn fit- 
ness centre. 

AL DANA RES- 
TAURANT: Spend your 
Thursday night Arabic style.. 
Savour our exotic oriental and 
international food. Relax to the 
musical entertainment 
provided by our resident 
Arabic band. Come and enjoy 
... You deserve it (KD8.000). 

AL ANDALUS SUPPER 
CLUB: Friday family lunch — 
A great time for the whole 
family. Prizes and surprises for 
the children with Disney- 
characters and our amazing 
magician. A sumptuous orien- 
tal and international buffet 
complimented by the sounds of 
our resident band; makes this a 
day to look forward. See you all 
... Adults KD5.000 and chil- 
dren KD2-500. 




Environmental research calls for meeting 

Dr Badriya Al Awadi, Deputy Executive Secretary General and the_ Technical and ^ 

ordinator of the Regional Organisation lor the Protection ol Marine environment shown Sfwa^ingatthe 
eighth meeting of Ihe Organisations’ Technical Team, in which she called for setting ,n ® 
programmes and researches in the environmental field. The meeting aimed at drawing ud Of future 
recommendations on research programmes and monitoring the manne environment theotiiaatsaio. 



MBH annual staff party 


The Messilah Beach Hotel annual staff party was held recently in the Habiba Ballroom. The General 
Manager, Tony Barlow, started the evening with a speech thanking the staff for their efforts in keeping up the 
high standards that the guests are used to receiving, encouraging them for more of the same fori 990. 

The guest of honour for the party was Mohamad Najia, Vice President Operations for Kuwait Hotels 
Company, who wished everybody a prosperous new year. 

The party included a dinner, games, entertainment and raffles. The grand prize, a return ticket to the 
country of origin, was won by Abdul Aziz Mohammad Molar from the Housekeeping Department. 

1 moHTCHEMisT] CINEMA TODAY 


Kuwait City 
Al Waian Pharmacy 
Fahed Al Salem Street 
AlOmer Pharmacy 
Mubarak Al Kabeer Street 

HawaffiaadAI Nagrs 

Al Kindy Pharmacy 
AlJabriya 

AlSataiyaandAlRiMielthiya 
Phoenicia Pharmacy 
Salem Al Mubarak Street 

Al Fahaheel sad Al Ahmadi 

Abu Halifa Pharmacy 
Coast Road 

Khaitan 

Gfaazwa Pharmacy 
Main Street * 

AlJahnt 

Al Khaled Pharmacy 
Opposite to Co-operative 
Society 


AlAndufas 

Arabic film 

Satariyah 
Hall booked 

AlHamra 

Arabic film 

Drive-in 
Arabic film 


AlFirdoas 

Nadine 

Fahaheel 

AapKeDeewane 

AlJahra 

Main Azaad Hoon 


Granada 
Janam Janam 

Solubflchat 
Skate town USA 

Jkeb 

Adikuripu 

Abnadl Drive-in 

The Hiddenburg 

PRAYERS 


Fajr 

Zohr 

Aar 

Maghreb 


530 am 
!!-» 
237 na 
5.16 
637 


tyil\ 
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market sets Fed vigil 


Dim hopes for credit policy relaxation 
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5^ £?.?*? Jan 20, (AP): Whatever 
danre theslock and bond markets do in 
fte days and weeks ahead, chairman 
AianGreenspan of the Federal Reserve 

B<»rd is likely to be calling the tune. 

That’s the near-unanimous exnerrta- 
tion on Wall Street as Gre2££? n 

"Spares for a series of ap 

fore various committees oi 

VlVITIinO 1 Hllfl A rt m in w 


— - — * — *. makes his Capitol HiU 
rounds at a time when hopes are dim- 
ming for any further moves by the US 
Central Bank to relax its credit policy. 

If the outlook for the US economy 
alone were at issue, analysts say, the 
Central Bank would have a few 
problems pushing interest rates lower 


right now, given a recent revival of 
worries about inflation. 

But that’s not the biggest deterrent 
bothering the private analysts and 
economists who mak e their Irving try- 
ing to guess the Fed’s next move. 

There also is the new variable of 
rising interest rates in Japan, West Ger- 
many and other industrialized coun- 
tries, in some cases to their highest 
levels in several years. 

This tends to exert upward pressure 
on US interest rates, because yields on 
American securities must remain com- 
petitive to attract money from inter- 
national investors. 

If the Fed should choose to fight that 
pressure, many analysts believe, the 


result could well be a dollar decline m 
foreign exchange. 

Butman} 

falls as wdl in a restrictive Fed policy. 
Such an approach theoretically 
increases the chances of a recession. 

Beyond that, many believe it is a 
perilous approach in a period of shaky 
credit conditions in the ^junk” bond 
market ■ml at with problem 

loans on their hands. 

“During a period of financial dis- 
tress, many shocks can occur and over- 
whelm the financial markets,** said 
Hugh Johnson, an analyst at First 
Albany Coip. in Albany, New York. 

“The effect of these shocks can be 
aggravated by a Federal Reserve that is 


reluctant (justifiably so) to add 
liquidity to the markets each tune a 
decline occurs. 

“There is a risk that the Federal 
Reserve win be seduced, by declines in 
Ihedollaror in termitiently strong infla- 
tion and economic data, into keeping 
interest rates too high, too long.*’ 

With such worries dragging it down, 
the Dow Jones average of30 industrials 
11.31 to 2,077.90 m the past 


dropped 

week. 


TbeNew York Stock Exchange com- 
posite index fell .76 to 187.S6; the Nas- 
daq composite index for the over-the- 
counter market rose 1 . 1 6 to 440.88, and 
the Amer ican Stock Exchange market 
value index was down 6. 1 S at 366.08. 


Volume on the Big Board averaged 
177 76 million shares a day, against 
161.92 million the week before. 

For much of last year, the Fed gen- 
erally was perceived to be facing a 
choice between two relatively straighr- 
forward options — tightening credit to 
slow inflation or easing it to stave ofT 
recession. 

The assignment was a juggling act, to 
be sure, but there were reaSy only two 
balls that had to be kept in the air. 

Now, many observers worry, the 
Central Bank may be faced with more 
elaborate challenges, some of which 
seem to be mutually contradictory. 

“It is hard to ascribe a universal 
cause** to the problem of rising interest 


rates overseas, said James Grant, editor 
of the biweekly Grant’s Interest Rate 
Observer. 

“Inflation in Japan, oil prices not- 
withstanding, is quoted at only 1 1-2 per 
cent. Inflation in Switzerland is 5 per 
cent Yet interest rates are up. violently, 
in both countries. 

“Money-market yields have been ris- 
ing in West Germany, where economic 
growth is staling. But they have not 
been falling apreciably in the US where 
growth is vanishing. 

“The Federal Reserve wonld no 
doubt prefer to be easier.” Grand said, 
“but the dollar and the domestic infla- 
tion rate lie its hands.” 








Alshall weekly market review 

Kuwait market 

subdued 



; Alshall index for Kuwaiti shareholding companies recorded 
oh Wednesday Jan- 17/1990 anaverageof 39.19 poults with a; 
decrease of 0.77 point — 1.93 per cent.-r- from last week’s average 
oflWednesday Jan 10, J.990. The Alsnpfl index for non-Kuwaiti . 
shareholding companies Veached 6634.poiots with ahmerease of . 
0,<3f4 point — O.Ooper emit t— for thes^ mg period, according to 
Alshall weekly market review. ' 

The trading volume for Kuwaiti shares reached 15.65 million 
shares ate daily average of 3.1 3 million shares with adeercaseof 1 2 
per cent from the previous weekYdaily average of 3.54 million 
shares. 

Non-Kuwaiti traded shares reached 7.635 million shares at a 
daily average of 1 .527 milli on shares with an increase of 953 per 
cent over last week’s daily average of 0.145 million shares. The 
value of Kuwaiti traded shares -was KD4.1 million at a daily 
average of KD0.82 million, a decrease of 39 per cent from last 
week’s daily avcray^ofi^4 .mflKoiy The .value of- non- Kuwaiti 
traded shares was. KlW. 445 mflJtipn ata daily aycra g cofKPQ.089 
miHion,an increase of DSTper cent overlastweeK’s daifyaverage" 
of KD0. 006 million. -■«. 

For the Kuwaiti shares market, the investment sector came first 
at 55 per cent of total trading against 14 peT cent last week. The 
National Investment Company had the lead at 58 per cent, 
followed by Kuwait Investment Projects at 36 per cent and Coast 
Investment and Development Company at 6 per cent. 

The banking sector came second at 36 per cent, in which the 
National Bank of Kuwaii had the lead at23 per cent followed by 
the Gulf Bulk at 1 9 per cent and Burgan Bank at! 6 per cent 

‘ The market continues to show si&is of weakness which was 
reflected from the decrease in activity in the Kuwaiti shares market 
which lost around 2 percent during the week. . 

Kuwait eharehoMtag companies Index 
Wed. 


Banking Sector 

The National Bk 
The Gulf Bk 
The Comm. Bk 
AlAhliRk 
BkofKt&ME 
Kuwait R. EsL Bk 
BunsanBk 
Kt Finance House 
Sector Index 
fnv. Sector 
Kuwait Inv. Co. 
Kt Int Inv. Co. 
IFA 


17/01/90 10/01/90 


121.52 
31.48 
• 23-71 
33.30 
30.03 
! 27.86 
. 25.81 
75-80 
47.92 

.937 
- 8.93 
26.76 


123.82 

31.03 

24.59 

34.31 

30.97 

29.14 

26.53 

79.92 

49.01 

9.37 

833 

29.34 


Change 

points 

-239 

0.44 

- 0.88 

- 1.01 

-0.94 

-1.29 

-0.73 

-4.12 

-1.09 


-2.57 


Comm. Facilities 

151^5 

15124 

— 

National Inv. 

57.84 

60.78 

-2.94 

KLlnv.Proj. 

89.89 

91.01 

-1.12 

Coast Inv. & Dev. 

95.29 

96.47 

-1.18 

Sector Indux 

32.78 

33.30 

-034 

Ira. Sector 




Kl Ins. Co. 

35.88 

' 37.08 

-1^0 

Gulf Ins. Co. ' 

*23.08 

23.08 

— 

Al Ahldalns. 

50.84 

50.84 

— 

Waxba Ins. Co. 

50.69 

51.55- 

-0.86 

Soctorbidox 

. 35.74 

36A1 

-0.67 

RmI EULSoc. 




KL Real EsL 

15.04 

15.04 

— 

Utd. Realty 

5.04 

5.10 

-0.06 

Nat Real EsL 

39.42 

39.42 

— 

Pearl of Kt 

67.46 

67.46 

— 

Sodor Index 

16.19 

1642 

-0.03 

kid. Sector* - 

1 1 » 



J ZsJCmtXkL. 

11,45 

.11.45 

■ % r " 

Ref. Ind. 

854:55 “ 84.55 


.Gtilf Cablcs ’ . 

116.52' 

116:52 


KtPharm. 

60.44 

60.44 

— 

Sector bidox 

30^4 

* 30.24 

— 

Sonrlcra Sector 




Kt Cmptr. Co. 

151^0 

151.20 

— 

KtCiramaCo. 

9^1 

9.51 

— 

Pub. WTiougCo. 

60.61 

64.65 

-4.04 

Kt Comm. M.Co. 

34.53 

35.45 

-0.92 

M. Tde. SysL 

323.81 

338.10 

14.29 

Sector Index 

57 

59.73 

-239 

rOOfl OfCZOT 




L. Trad. &Transp. 

2929 

2929 

— 

Utd Fisheries 

11.05 

11.05 

— 

Kt Utd Poultiy 

110.01 

110.01 

— 

Kt Food Co. • 

74.71 

75.86 

-1.15 

Sector Indax 

39^8 

3UI 

-030 

Overall Index 

39.18 

39^6 , 

-0.77 

Non-Kuwaiti shareholding companies Index 


Wed. 

Wed. 

Change 

• 

17/01/90 

10/01/90 

points 

First G. Bk. - 

236.84 

236.84 

— 

Bah. IntL Bk. 

89.66 

88.28 

1.38 

Bah.Mi.Bk. 

92.07 

93.97 

-1.90 

A. Gen. Inv. (Shua) 

42.42 

42.42 

— 

UmmAlQ.Cmt 

17.25 

17.62 

-0.37 

G. Med. Ptajs. 

12.63 

12.63 

— 

Total index 

66^4 

66J0 

0.04 


> period 31/12/1993. 

—All (he companion Bated by Hie Stock Exchange under non- 
KuwalM companies are Included. 


rate^ 
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Prague may 
quit rouble 

PRAGUE. Czechoslovakia. Jan 20, 
(AP):''.C 2 echosk>vakia may follow 
the example of Hungaxy by stopping 
exports payable in roubles ana swit- 
ching to Convertible currencies, in 
what would represent a major Spb’tin 
the Comecon, sources at the Finance 
Ministry said yesterday. 

Hungarian Trade Minister Tamas 
Beck announced Thursday that 
Hungary suspends all' contracts arid 
licences permitting exports payable 
in roubles as of next Wednesday, to 

curb the rouble surplus in Hungarian . 

exports. 

Vladimir Dlouhy, Czechoslovak 
delegate to the Comecon is due to 
travel to Hungary today, intending 

to the surprising unilateral 

; measure, sources at the State Plan- 
ning Co mmissi on said yesterday. 

' Following a stormy three-day ses- 
sion of the Comecon finance com- 
mission in Prague, ao agreement was 
reached Thursday that member 
countries of the East bloc trade 
. alliance would start accounting for 
their mutual transactions in conver- 
‘ 6ble currencies as of Jan 

The H ungarian decision indicated 
that reform- minded country is not 
ready to wait that long. 

Czechoslovakia. Hungary and 
Poland announced Thursday they 
would abandon multilateral 
agreements on tourist rates of 
‘ Vichange of their currencies whhm 
. the Comeoon and start acting on a 
trilateral basis. 

Vadav Klaus, the Czechoslovak 
.finance minister, called the session 
M extremely important” and added 
that “the future of the Comecon is 
-not in integration.” 

“The feasibility of such agreement 
' (to use convertible currencies) 
depends very m neb on whether we 
■ shall be given access to the Soviet 
• market,” Dusan Triska, adviser to 
-Klaus, tokl the Associated Press. 


Agreement soon 


Japanese loan package 


BEIJING, Jan'20, (AP): Japan and China agreed 
yipstetday to start finalising a major Japanese loan 
pack ag e, signalling an end to a seven-month freeze 
pn talks resulting from China’s military suppression 
of pro-democracy demonstrators. 

Koichi Matsuura, director-general of the Japa- 
nese Foreign Ministry's Economic Co-operation 
Bureau, said a final deorionon the loan packa g e wiD 
be' readied after the two sides exchange data on the 
contents of the economic assistance, Japanese sour- 
ces said. 

Matsuura met Thursday and Friday with Foreign ( 
Economic Relations and Trade Vice Minister Shen 
jueren. He also held talks with Zhu Ulan, vice 
minister of the State Science and Technology Com- 
mission. 

. Matsuura’s visit follows the lifting of martial law 
in Beijinglast week, a move aimed at easing tensions 
with the United States and other Western countries 
and persuading them to end sanctions on badly 
needed soft loans for development projects. 

The United States responded to the lifting of 


martial law by saying it would support new World 
Bank loans for humanitarian purposes. Japan also 
welcomed the end of martial law but said it wanted 
to see further efforts by China before it revives its 
economic aid programmes. 

The sources said no specific time has been set for 
further talk* on the 810 billion-yen ($5. 6-billion) 
loan package Japan haspledged to provide for some 
40 development projects in the 1991-95 period. 

They said Matsuura told the Chinese that the 
lifting of martial law was a positive step and that 
Japan hopes to see China continue its policies of 
economic reform and opening to the outside world. 

He said there has been no change in Japan’s 
intention to help China’s modernisation process 
through grants, government loans and technical co- 
operation. 

The Chinese ride expressed its appreciation for 
Japan's fulfilling its loan commitment of 470 billion 
yen (S3 2 bflKon) for the five-year period ending this 
March. 


Argentine prices dip after inflation surge 


BUENOS AIRES, Jan 20. (Reuter): Prices in Argentina 

are starting to come down after a surge in inflation in late 

December took the 1989 rise in thecost oflrvmg to a record 

5,000 per cent 

“In the last week there has been a notable fall m pnees," 
Argentine Chamber of Commerce president Carlos de La 

^SnJan fSegoveramcnt announced stiff measures that 
halved the number of ba nknote s in circulation in 
order to stem a nm on the austral cur rency and sharp price 

hikes by shopkeepers and man u fac turers. 

private economists said the lack offiqoidity has steadied 
the austral and brought prices more into line with market 
reality after what they described as “enormous, 
speculative rises.” .. . 

Interviews with Reuters, the economists said that 
many people, fearing a return to ihe hyper-mfianon of 
mid- 1 « 9 , had overreacted to the first signs ofinstabtiity in 
President Carlos Menem’s economic programme. 


In December Argentina’s cost of firing rose an offidal 
41 percent. But economists said the figure does not reflect 
many price increases introduced at the end of the month. 
These rises, plus those of eariy January, should take this 
months’s rise to over 60 per cent, despite some mark- 
downs. 

In a corner shop in the suburbs of Buenos Aires, the 
mice of dishwashing soap was 1,600 australs (90 cents) on 
Wednesday, less than half the 3,400 (SI .95) price tag it 
carried 10 days earlier. Soft drinks had come down to 800 
australs (46 cents) a litre from 980 (56 cents). 

De La Vega said that wh3e government measures had 
achieved some success in cutting prices, many medi um a n d 
small businessmen were being bun by the current lack of 
liquidity. 

. The tourist industry has been particularly hit at the peak 
of die holiday season by die New Year's measures, which 
limited withdrawals from short-term deposits — the most 
common form of savings — to 1 million australs (5575). 


Value surges 


Foreign investments dip 


WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (AP): Foreigners spent 
S58.4 billion on direct investments in the United 
States in 1988, up S300 million from 1987, according 
to government figures. 

The Commerce Department's International 
Trade Administration said Thursday it recorded 
1,084 foreign direct investments in 1988, down 18 
per cent from 1,328 in 1987. 

The agency reported that the values of the 51 
transactions it could identify rose 0.5 per cent to 
S58.4 billion from S58.1 billion in 1987. It said 
transaction values for many investments were not 
publicly available. 

Foreign direct investment means the direct or 
indirect ownership of 10 per cent or more of the 


voting securities of an incorporated business, an 
equivalent interest in an unincorporated business or 
10 per cent or more interest in real property. 

Calling 1 988 “the year of the big deal,” the Com- 
merce Department said the transactions included 
nine vlaued at more than SI billion, with a combined 
value of S22. 1 trillion, or 38 per cent of the total. 

Twenty-two other transactions were valued at 
S5 00 million or more each and had a combined total 
of S32.2 billion, or 55 per cent of the overall total. 
The department said a record 1 10 investments were 
worth $100 million or more. 

“As in the past four years, Japan was the source 
country for the largest number of tra 


f transactions.” the 


report said. 


UAE gas reserves nearly doubled: Oteiba 

ABU DHABI, Jan 20, (Reuter): The United Arab Emirates has nearly doubled previous estimate of 
its gas reserves, placing it third after the Soviet Union and Iran. 

IIAP.Oil Minis ter Mana Said Al Oteiba told the monthly Dira Al Watan magazine that gas reserves 
were now set at more than 3 54 trillion cubic feet, compared with independent estimates of around 200- 
trillion cubic feet 

The British Petroleum review of world gas puts Soviet reserves at 1,500 trillion cubic feel and 
I ranian reserves at 494.4 trillion feet. 



Airlines 
plan new 
airport 

east Berlin, j u 20 , (apj: tv 

West German alrfinc Lufthansa and 
the East German state earner Inter- 
fag plan to boDd an international air- 
port sooth of Berlin capable of han- 
dling 30 milfioa passengers a year, 
airline officials said yesterday. 

Plans can for the airport to serve 
both West and East Berlin and to be 
completed by 2005. 

The two airlines also agreed to 
launch a joint charter company and to 
significantly expand co-operation ia 
Other areas. 

Plans for the new airport were 
ansonneed by Lufthansa chairman 
Heinz Rnhsan and Intcrflng chief 
Klaus Henkes at a joint news con- 
ference at East Berlin's ScboenefeM 
Airport. 

Henkes said be expected Intcrflng 
to double its number of passengers to 6 
million this year as a rereft of East 
Germany's decision to open its bor- 
ders. 

He said airplane tickets would Hk- 
d y become more ex peon re for East 
Gomans this summ er after the state 
Stops subsidising half of the price of 
each ticket. 

Blueprints for the new airport are 
expected to be completed by 1995, the 
two miriine chairmen said. The airport 
will be south or Berlin and will be 
linked to the dty centre by a subway. 

Berlin is expected to become one of 
Germany’s three busiest airports, 
along with Frankfurt and Cologne- 
Boan. 

West Berlin's Tegei Airport Is 
served only by US, French and British 
airfare. Allied rcgnlntfons ban Lufth- 
ansa from Hying to Berlin. Interfag 
uses die Scfaoenefeld Airport 

In recent months the airlines have 
.increased the number of flights bet- 
ween tbe two German states. Became 
allied regulations forbid them from 
flying over the German-German bor- 
der, flight routes have to loop over 
Czechoslovakia or the Baltic Sea, 

In fl>» flight Hm e. 

The two airlines said they were 
planning to in crea se weekly flights 

between the two German states to 50 
by the jeod of the year, adding to the 
present eight routes, Ruhnan said. 

ia addition to die joint cha r te r cotn- 
pUUy, TniWiawa ■ml Inttfflng also 
plan to set up a joint pa sse nger service 

company. 

Lufthansa wifl also install a flight 
simulator at Schoenefeld to train 
Interflag pflots for Airbus planes, 
three of which were recently acquired 
by Interflag. 
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BUSINESS 


Striking oil 
workers 
await court 
decision 


The superior labour court in 
Brasilia, the capital, is to rule on 
the demands Monday. 


Jordan cost 
of living 
rises 26pc 



KUWAIT, Jan 20, (Kuna): Following 
are the interna iionaJ corrency rates as 
quoted by local banka and announced 
by the Central Bank of Kuwait yester- 
day. 

Buying Sailing 

US dollar 0.29174 0.29289 

Sterling 0.47932 0.48151 

0.17030 0.17108 

0.19155 0.19243 

0.00022872 0.00022971 

0.001997’ 0.0020067 

0.77364 


DM 
Sw.Fr 

U-lira 

iSS 


UAEDh. 0. 07941 7 
S. riyal 0X177776 


Q.iryal 
O .riyal 


0.080126 

0.75756 


0.77710 

0.079752 

0.078104 

0.080464 

0.76095 


v__. 


ARAB TIMES. SUNDAY, JANtARV 21.19* 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil Jan 
20, (AP): A nation-wide strike by 
oil workers crippled refineriesfor 
the fourth straight day Friday, as 
strikers and management 
awaited a labour court ruling on 
the walkout Monday. 

Refineries on Thursday were 
processmgjust 370.000 barrels of 
oil a day, compared with 1.1 
million barrels before the strike, 
the state oil monopoly Petrobras 
said. 

“Petrobras negotiated with 
refinery workers to avoid a total 
collapse of supplies, especially of 
cooking gas” Petrobras spokes- 
man Carlos Pinto said. 

Jorge Candido of the national 
strike command i n Rio said eight 
of Brazil's 1 1 refineries were idle 
and two others were operating 
below normal levels. Only the 
refinery in Betim. in east-central 
Brazil maintained its output of 
about 121.000 barrels a day, he 
said. 

Crude oil production was 
unaffected. Brazil pumps about 
650,000 barrels of oil a day. 

The strike began Tuesday, 
when most of Petrobras' 60,151 
employees walked off their jobs 
for higher pay. 

The strikers want a raise of 
64.9 per cent plus 4 per cent for 
productivity, retroactive to last 
September. The company has 
offered 2 1.5 percent. 

Union leaders say the increase 
is to offset losses during wage- 
and-price freezes in 1987 and 
1989. The freezes were part of an 
unsuccessful attempt to control 
inflation, which was a record 
1 ,765 per cent last year. 

Salaries for Petrobras workers 
range from 3.000 new cruzados 
(5220) month to about 50,000 
new cruzados (S3.700) for top 
executives. 


AMMAN, Jan 20, (Reuter): 
After years of low inflation Jor- 
dan's cost of living soared 26 per 
cent in 1989; matching a plunge 
in the value of the dinar, official 
figures show. 

The statistics department said 
the cost of living index rose to 
148.1 in December from 143.9 in 
November and 1 17.6 in Decem- 
ber 1988, an increase of 25.9 per ■ 
cent for the year. 

The dinar lost 26 per cent of its 
dollar value in 1989 but has 
stabilised since an influx of Arab 
aid in August. 

The cost of firing index, based 
on a basket of goods and services 
which a family living on a public- 
sector salary might consume, 
rose only 54 per cent in the entire 
decade before 1989. 

It was inchanged in 1986, 
dropped slightly in 1987 and rose 
6.6percentin 198 8 before taking 
off last year. 

There has been no general 
increase in public-sector wages 
since March 1985 and the gov- 
ernment does not plan one this 
year. 

Its austerity 1 990, budget, now 
before Parliament, proposes cuts 
in real public spending and 
higher tax revenue, but allots 60 
milli on dinars (S92 million) for 
food subsidies. 



KUWAIT, Jan 20,(Kuna): Following 
are ihe average KD interest rates or 
local interbank transactions as repor- 
ted by participants to Central Bank of 
Kuwait yesterday. 


Period 

Bid 

Qffnrad . 

1 month 

8-5/16 

8-9/16 

3 months 

8-5/16 

8-9/16 

6 months 

8-5/16 

8-1/2 

I year 

8-1/4 

8-1/2 



nSM 


Indian rupee ......... — ... 

Sri Lankan rupee 

Pakistani rupee - 

.017300 

.007400 

- .013770 

Bangladesh i«t» 

US dollar 

.008990 




UAEdiiham 

.079680 

Deutsche mark-.— 

Japanese yen 

171200 


‘It will be harder to reach agreement this year’ 


Bush’s 1991 budget — $64b question 


WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (UPI): When 
President Bush unveils his S1.2 trillion 
1991 budget Jan 29, he and Congress 
will start playing a high-stakes version 
of the popular, but rigged, late 1950s 
TV quiz show, “The 564,000 Ques- 
tion.’’ 

Only Bush and the lawmakers will be 
playing “the 564 billion question” 
because that is the Grasuu-Rudman 
balanced budget law's deficit reduction 
target for the 1 99 1 fiscal year beginning 
Oct 1. 

The major categories in this 564 
billion election year quiz, when all 435 
seats in the House of Representatives 
and one-third of the 100 Senate seats 
are at stake, will include taxes, defence 
cuts medicare and medicaid cutbacks, 
domestic programme reductions and 
how to fund new initiatives. 

But unlike contestant Charles van 
Doren and others on “the 564,000 ques- 
tion,” cancelled in November 1958 
amid a huge TV quiz show scandal 
lawmakers playing “The S64 billion 
Question” will not be slipped the ans- 
wer in advance. 

And there should be plenty of hard 


questions to answer after Bush submits 
what is expected to be a record 51.23 
trillion budget — up from the current 
fiscal 1990 budget of $ 1 . 1 5 trillion. 

“1 think the question from last year 
are the same questions we're going to 
face for (fiscal) '91 — in spades,” said 
House Budget Committee chairman 
Leon Panetta, Democrat-Califoraia. 

“We'll probably see a pretty rough 
and tumble budget year from beginning 
to end,” added Senate Budget Commit- 
tee chairman James Sasser, D-Tenn. 
“It’ll probably be more bitter than last 
year. You won't have the era of good 
feeling. I think it’s going to start out on 
a relatively sour note." 

Republicans agree it will be harder to 
reach a budget agreement this year bet- 
ween Congress and the administration 
than it was last year. 

“I think it's going to be tough, not- 
withstanding all the euphoria about 
‘peace dividends' and all that,” Senate 
Republican leader Bob Dole of Kansas 
said referring to budget savings from 
anticipated Pentagon spending cuts. 

Added representative Bill Frenzel 
Republican -Minnesota, ranking 


Republican on the House Budget Com- 
mittee: “I expect a longer, tougher 
year." 

Congressional leaders and key par- 
ticipants in the budget process said in 
interviews there likely will not be a 
“budget summit” this year like that one 
that set supposedly easy-to-reach sav- 
ings and revenue levels last year. 

Sasser, echoing the view of many-top 
Democrats in Congress, said “there’s a 
feeling on the part of some in our 
leadership that we were had” by Bushin 
the summit process because Bush said 
his call for a capital gains tax cut was 
part of the deal. 

Democrats vehemently disagreed 
and spent half a year fighting the 
proposal which eventually was beaten 
in the Senate. But Bush has vowed to 
push for the cut again this year. 

Part of last year’s budget summit 
deal was to put off the tougher 
decisions on taxes and spending cuts 


until this year by using what critics 
called ar tificial savings gimmicks and 


“blue smoke and mirrors” approaches 
to help meet last year's defiat target of 
5100 billion. 


Despite that. Congress still failed to 
meet the 5 1 00 billion target, that prom- 
pted imposition of 516 billion in 
automatic, across-the-board spending 
cuts in defence and domestic program- 
mes to reduce the deficit 
And democratic leaders say that if 
Bush does not agree to increase reven- 
ues this year to help meet the deficit 
target Congress will again have to 
resort to gimmicks such as pay date 
shifts and overly optimistic economic 
assumptions about lower interest rates 
and inflation and higher growth rates. 

In' other words, the effort to answer 
the hard questions posed by the 
Gramm- Rudman deficit target this 
year could end up beingjust as ngged as 
the answers to queuons on “The 
564,000 Question” back in the 1950s. 

Among the toughest issues facing 
Bush and members of Congress this 
year axe*, how much to cut defence spen- 
ding m light of the democratisation of 
Eastern Europe and the corresponding 
reduction of the Soviet military threat. 

“I think there’ll be a lug shoot-out,” 
Frenzel said of the upcoming defence 
debate. 


While billions of dollars in defence 
cuts are certain. Democrats will likely 
push for more Pentagon savings than 
Bush wants — particularly if. as expec- 
ted, Bush keeps his “no new taxes” 
pledge. 

Without new revenues — which top 
congressional Democrats are not likely 
to propose on their own this election 
year — lawmakers would have to reach 
the 564 billion deficit target mostly 
from spending cuts and other savings. 

Dote said while Republicans expect 
“a major battle”, they will try to stifle 
any Democratic feeding frenzy at the 
5292 billion Pentagon budget trough. 

“Things like (the US invasion of) 
Panama indicate ... we can’t be running 
around just willy-nilly cutting defence 
spending,” Dole said."” We’ve got to be 
strong. We’ve got to be prepared for 
anything. Today, Panama, tomorrow, 
who knows what it will be?” 

— Whether to heed Bush’s renewed 


1989 before it was defeated in the Sen- 
ate amid Democratic chargw & 


giveaway to the rich. In spokte earlier 
Sis month. Bush has tan i h«d jte 

tax cut, claiming it would stimulate (he 


on 


call to cut the capital gains tax 
profits from the sale of assets such as 


stocks, bonds and real estate. 

A bitter partisan fight on the issue 
derailed fixe budget process most of 


economy and create jobs. 

Congressional leadere say that while 
chances for passage of the cut are better 
this vear than last. Democrats may 
push'io have it tied to an expansion of 
individual retirement accounts, which 
benefit more middle income 
Americans, or to a larger revenue pack- 
age that includes tax increases. 

Democrats may push again for 
elimination of what they call an unfair 
income tax "bubble" in which couples 
making more than SI 72,000 a year are 
taxed at 28 per cent while those making 
572,000 to 5172.000a year pay at 33 per 
cent. 

But Democratic leaders, beaten on 
the “bubble" issue last year, are likely 
to be more reluctant this election year 
about proposing that reform or any 
other tax increase without administra- 
tion support so that the “lax and 
spend" label can’t be used against 
Democrats in this year's elections. 


Dole’s proposal sparks major controversy 


Baker seeking 


support for aid 


WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (UPI): 
Secretary uf State James Baker 
asked Senate leaders yesterday to 

S lve the Bush administration 
exibility in allocating foreign 
aid this year by cutting money for 
some nations so others can be 
helped. 

Baker met in the Capitol with 
Senate Democratic leader 
George Mitchell of Maine and 
Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole of Kansas in a dis- 
cussion of the Bush administra- 
tion’s proposal to juggle the 
allocations voted by Congress 
last year. 

The private meeting was the 
latest development in a debate 
over foreign aid sparked by 
Dole’s proposal this week to cut 
by 5 per cent aid earmarked for 
major recipients, such as Israel, 
and use the savings — about 5400 
milli on — to help countries in 
Eastern Europe and Latin 
America. 

Dole’s proposal sparked a 



James Baker 

major controversy, mostly 
because it suggested a cut of 5 per 
cent in the S3 billion in annual 
foreign aid that is earmarked for 
Israel. 

Israel protested the suggestion 
its aid from the United States 
might be cut, and Thursday 


Israel Defence Minis ter Yitzhak 
Rabin, after a series of meetings 
at the White House, Pentagon 
and State Department, said he 
was given reason to believe there 
will be no reduction in US finan- 
cial assistance to Israel in fiscal 
year 1991. 

Dole told reporters Baker's 
plan, still very much in the draft- 
ing stage, differs from his in that 
the money realised through cut- 
ting selected countries would not 
go to Eastern Europe but to 
countries that would be cut off 
due to lack of money. 

Of the total of 59 S billion in 
the annual US foreign aid pack- 
age, not counting multilateral 
aid or farm assistance. 58 billion 
was earmarked for specific coun- 
tries by Congress, leaving the 
administration about 5650 
million short of what it planned 
to provide all other countries. 
About 92 per cent of the military 
aid and 82 per cent of the econ- 
omic aid is earmarked for 


specific countries. 

The United States currently 
gives Israel 51.8 billion in 
military assistance and 51.2 
billion in economic assistance, all 
in the form of non-repayable 
grants. In addition, Israel 
receives about 5660 million in 
various other forms, including 
support for Israeli defence 
research and development 
projects. 

The Philippines, another 
major recipient of earmarked US 
aid, though at much lower levels 
than Israel also protested at the' 
possibility of a cut in aid. Besides 
Israel and the Philippines, the 
other three top recipients of US 
economic aid are Turkey, Pakis- 
tan, and Egypt. 

The Bush administration has 
the authority to shift foreign aid 
allocations, but Dole said such 
an Action without the acquies- 
cence of congressional leaders, 
would immediately bring legisla- 
tion revoking the authority. 


Fed may act to lower rates 


Stocks and bonds rebound 


NEW YORK, Jan 20, (Reuter): Wall Street stocks 
rebounded after recent losses to dose moderately 
higher yesterday, supported by a number of cor- 
porate takeovers and a rise in US treasury bonds. 

In other markets the dollar fell slightly on profit- 
taking and oil prices rose on forecasts for renewed 
cold weather. 

The Dow Jones industrial average rose 11.52 
points to dose at 2,677.90. For the week the 30- 
Share index fell 1 1.31 points, weighed down by a 20- 
point decline on Monday and a 33-point drop on 
Wednesday. New York Stock Exchange volume on 
Friday was a moderately active 1 85.6 million shares. 

Traders said the expiration of some financial 
options and futures contracts, which sometimes 
cause volatility, had little impact 

“Today will go down as a fairly dull day,” said 
Smith Barney technical analysts William Raftery. 
He said the rally was reaction to recent falls, but “the 


question is the sustainability. We still think the 
market is in the process of a correction.” 

Currency dealers said the dollar fell slightly 
againstmostnmjor currencies after risingshaiply on 
Thursday in the belief that interest rates would 
remain firm from now. Firm interest rates tend to 
support the dollar. The dollar closed at 1.7115 West 
Gennan marks, off from 1 .7 1 56 at Tb ursday's close, 
and fell to 146.00 Japanese yen from 146.35 on 
Thursday. ’ 

The report revived hopes the Fed may act to lower 
interest rates soon. The 30-year bond rose 23/32 to 
dose at 98-13/32 to yield 8.27 per cent, down from 
8. 34 per cent on Thursday. . 


In predous metals, the February gold contract 
was slightly lower on Lhe New York Commodity 
Exchange, losing 30 cents to dose at 5410.90 an 
ounce. 


Nigeria, Japan sign debt rescheduling pact 


LAGOS, Jan 20, (Reuter): Nigeria and Japan tinned 
a rescheduling agreement yesterday covering about 
5500 million of Nigerian debt, a Japanese embassy 
official here said. 

Takao Shibata said roughly 85 per cent of this 
amount was insured commercial debt, rescheduled 
at 6.8 per cent interest over 10 years with five years’ 
grace. 

The agreement, signed by Nigerian Finance Mini- 
ster Olu Falae and Japanese Ambassador Yafushi 
Kurokochi, was part of a 55.7 billion package 
agreed with 17 of Nigeria’s creditor governments in* 
the so-called Paris Club last March. 

Most of the 17 bilateral deals have now been 


signed under the agreement, which covered debt due 
up to April 1990. 

Rescheduled payments, at market rates, are due 
to start in February 1995, and to be made in 10 equal 
semi-annual instalments. 

Shibata said yesterday’s signing should have 
taken place months ago, but was delayed due to 
procedural maters. 

Falae appealed during the ceremony to creditor 
nations to reduce the debt stock of developing 
countries and provide more concessionary res- 
cheduling. 

Nigeria owing about 530 billion and struggling to 
pay because of collapsed oil revenues. 


Living standards 
have improved 


BAGHDAD. Jan 20, (Reuter): 
The Iraqi government issued 
figures yesterday saying the liv- 
ing standards of its people had 
improved over the' last 10 years 
and public services were better. 

Average monthly income rose 
from 23 dinars (574) in 1979 to 59 
dinars ($189) in 1988, Planning 
Minister Samal Majid Farai told 
the Iraqi News Agency INA in a 
report on a .one-year survey of 
families across the country. 

Faraj said the percentage of 
educated people over the age of 
10 increased from 52 per cent in 
1977 to71 per cent in' 1987. 

The average workload of a 
primary school teacher declined 
from 28 children in 1978-79 to 23 
in 1988-89 and of a high school 
teacher from 31 children to 23 in 
the same period, be said. 

But in higher education each 
teacher had an average 20 
students in 1988-89, up from 17 
in 1978-79. 


The proportion of doctors 
rose from five per 10,000 people 
in 1979 to seven per 10,000 in 
1988, Faraj said, but the propor- 
tion of hospital beds fell from 19 
per 10,000 to 17 in the same 
period. 

The percentage of families liv- 
ing in houses bm2t of brick went 
up from 61 per cent in 1979 to 89 
per cent in 1988. 


Mubarak 
predicts 
IMF accord 
shortly 


CAIRO, Jan 20, (Reuter): Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
said in an interview published yes- 
terday he expected agreement 
soon with the International Mon- 
etary Fniid on a package of econ- 
omic reforms but five obstacles 
still had to be overcome. 


Egypt is engaged in protrac te d 
negotiations with the IMF over 
reforms allowing it to reschedule 
part ofits $50 hOHon foreign debt 
and release new credits for badly- 
needed development 


“After we almost reached an 
agree m e n t in Jnfy we were surpr- 
ised by new pressa e (from the 
IMF) during October and Novem- 
ber,” Mnbarak told Cairo’s AJ 
Gombomiyeh newspaper. 

“It was impossible to accept it 
(the new IMF demand) and 
impose it on our citizens” the 
<taQy reported him as saying. 

Of the five points still outstand- 
ing, Mnbarak mentioned only two 
in the newspaper interview — an 
IMF demand that Egypt raise 
interest rates and devalue the 
Egyptian pound. 

He described both steps as 
Inflationary, saying the IMF 
demand on the exchange rate 
woidd represent a “a liage jmnp, a 
gigantic jmnp” in prices. 

“ I don’t want to fix the econ- 
omy overnight and by doing so loll 
foe citizen,” he told the semi- 
official newspaper . 

Egypt has been trying to reduce 
massive state subsidies by 
gradually increasing prices of 
many base commodities to avoid 
widespread rarest. 

Mnbarak said that has decision 
to refieve former Interior Ma- 
ster, General Zald Badr from Ins 
post was dictated by the comtry’s 
general interest. 


DHL annual 
conference 


DHL World-wide Express man- 
agers from throughout the Mid- 
dle East region are holdmg their 
annual conference in Singapore, 
with international management 
from the company’s global net- 
work. 

The three-day conference with 
more than !00 Middle East man- 
agers, which opened yesterday 
focused on DHL’s future plans 
and developments to enhance its 
customer services in the 1990s. 

Management at the con- 
ference represented DHL’s 
operations in the Gulf states. 
Saudi Arabia — where DHL 
operates in association with 
SNAS Worldwide Express — the 
Near East countries, including 
Turkey. Cyprus and Pakistan, 
and Europe, Asia and Aus- 
tralasia. 


Taiwan seen as biggest growing market for American produce 


WASHINGTON, Jan 20, (AP): The No. 1 
export growth market for American far- 
mers over the next few years won’t be the 
Soviet Union, China or even Japan, says 
the Agriculture Department, ft win be 
Taiwan. 

A new study by the department's 
Foreign Agricultural Service puts Taiwan 
at top of a 10-nation fisting of prime 
opportunities for US agricultural exports. 

The others, in order, are: South Korea, 
Japan, Hong Kong, Egypt, Pakistan, Iraq, 
Singapore, the Soviet Union and Turkey. 
China was a near-miss, coming in 11th. 

Mike Dwyer of the department’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service said a num- 
ber ofvariable factors were considered in a 
computer model used to analyse 80 coun- 
tries as US agricultural customers and 
project growths over the next three to five 


years. 

Some of the factors were related to trade 


performance, including growth in imports 


from the United States going back to 1980. 
Other “macroeconomic” variables such as 
debt-and-service ratios, population trends 
and per capita incomes were considered. 

Dwyer, reporting in a forthcoming issue 
of Agexporter magazine, noted of the 10 
top potential markets, nine are developing 
countries, with Japan the exception. 

Also, he said, most of the others are in , 
the Middle East and the Far East, with an ’ 
emphasis on “newly industrialised coun- 
tries” of Asia — Taiwan, South Korea and 
Hong Kong. 

- Looking at US agricultural exports in 
the 1986-88 period, Dwyer said Taiwan 
was the sixth largest market, importing an 
average of S 1 .36 billion worth of products 
annually. South Korea was third at 51.8 
billion while Japan was the biggest at 56. 1 
billion. 

“While these are all quite large, our 
study suggests there is a lot of room for 
further growth,” he said. 


The 12-nation European Economic 
Community as a bloc is one of the biggest 
markets for American fanners. For exam- 
ple, in the 1989 fiscal year that ended last 
Sept, 30, when US farm exports totalled 
539.7 billion, the EEC accounted for 56 J 
billion topped only by Japan at $8-2 
billion. 

But Dwyer said the EEC didn't Show 
great grbwth potential in the study: 

“Despite the weaker dollar. (EEC) 
nations have been declining markets for 
the U uited States in recent years,” he said. 
“It will probably become more difficult to 
export bulk commodities there because 
(the region) already has become or is 
becoming self-sufficient in many of these 
products." 

Some of the best-growth markets, 
including Iraq, Egypt and Pakistan, show 
up well because of projected population 
growth, US food aid, credit and r ' 


prices, Dwy er said. 

In the ninth-ranked Soviet Union, 
growth potential based purely on numbers 
is “very, good” over the next few years, he 
said. 

“Add to that the changes taking place in 
the political environment there, and that 
market could really expand for the United 
States,” Dwyer said. “The agricultural 
sector is unable to keep pace with demand, 
and consumers are dissatisfied with the 
lack of food on grocery shelves ” 

Dwyer added the Kremlin is aware of 
the problems and is interested in restruc- 
turing the Soviet food system. The move 
toward . free-market practices “could 
create opportunities for diversities in 
Soviet imports.” 

China, with more than one billion peo- 
ple and its political turmoil, is difficult to 
gauge but stocks up as a favourable 
growth market for the United States, he 
said. 



The week in business 


1 


American trade 
deficit widens 


Consumer prices index up 


NEW YORK, Jan 20, (UPI): Economic indicators this week 
showed inflation at its highest annual level since the nation ‘s last 
recession, sharply lower housing starts for 1989 and a trade 
deficit that widened unexpectedly. _ 

Inflation at the retail level was at 4.6 per cent last year, the 
largest annual advance of consumer prices since 1981 , and at 0.4 
per cent in December, the Labour Department said on Thursday . 

The annual retail inflation rate of 4.6 per cent compared with 
an increase of 4.4 per cent the year before and was the largest 
annual change since an 8.9 per cent rise in 1981 , the department 
said. 

The increase in the consumer price index, which tracks the cost 
of a hypothetical basket of consumer goods, contained a period 
of moderate inflation last month. Consumer prices rose 0.4 per 
cent in November. 

Although food prices last year posted their biggest gain since 
1980, the real culprit in the annual price increase was higher 
petroleum-based energy products, the department said. 

White House Press Secretary Marlin Fitzwater said the latest 
economic news is proof inflation “has remained very steady" and 
suggested the Federal Reserve Board take a cue that “lower 
interest rates are justified/’ : t , . . . 

In a separate rcporL ihe department said vrceldy>ver&ge real 


earnings were unchanged in December after fallmg 0.6 per cent 
the month before. For the year. Americans earned 1.3 pea - cent 


less than the year before. 

Exceptionally cold weather caused housing starts to phnmaet 
8 per cent in December after a revised 5.7 per cent drop in 
November and new construction for all of 1989 was at its lowest 
level since 1 982. the Commerce Department reported Thursday. 

As the economy lost momentum under the high interest rate 
policy of the Federal Reserve, housing starts fell 7.7 per cent to 
1.37 million in 1989 from 1.49 million in 1988. the department’s 
Census Bureau said. 

The 1989 starts figure was the lowest since 1 .06 million in the 
recession year of 1982, when the economy started one of its 
longest stretches of recorded peace-time growth. 

Spurred by declining airplane exports, the nation's trade 
deficit widened in November to its highest monthly level in 1989 
at 10.5 billion from 10.2 billion the month before, the Commerce 
Department said Wednesday. 

Imports totalled 40.7 billion in November while exports slip- 
ped to 30.2 billion, largely as a result of the sirike against Boeing 
Co., which reduced exports of airplanes to 537.2 million in 
November from 1 A billion the month before. j 

Analysts had expected the trade deficit for November to 
improve slightly to about 10 billion. | 

Resolution of the strike against Boeing Co. h el ped push the l 
nation's industrial produciton up 0.4 percent in Decemberahera 
revised 0.3 per cent gain in November, the Federal Reserve Board 1 
said Wednesday. 

The Fed said the freezing weather throughout much of the 
nation last month caused a sharp rise in utility output- The cold 
weather also contributed to some production disruptions in the 
petroleum refining and construction supplies industries. 

Aircraft production returned to normal levels following the J 
settlementin late November of a strike against Boeing, one of the ’ 
nation’s major aircraft makers. 

Meanwhle. the Japanese government, in an apparent move to 
avoid an escalation of trade friction with die United States, 
announced Wednesday it will continue voluntary controls on car 
exports to the US market for another year, starting April 1 . 

International Trade and Industry Minister Hiltaru Matsun- 
aga, in announcing the decision at a news conference, said the 
ceiling, which wiliremain at 2.3 million units a year, will be 
removed as soon as a steady decline in exports is ascertained, 

In corporate news, Campeau Corp’s two US retail divisions 
filed for bankruptcy protection from creditors Monday in a 
move that will force a restructuring of the companies’ 10 per- 
tigious department store drains. 

The chapter 1 1 filing in the US bankruptcy court for the 
southern district ofOhio was widely anticipated by retail insiders 
and securities analysts after Campeau foiled in its last-ditch 
efforts to refinance the combined 7.7 billion debt of Federated 
Department Stores Inc. and Allied Stores CoTp. 

The two retail divisions — which operate a total of 258 stnmi 
^?t^0®»000 raiployees — had been cnppled by aci^-ffow crisis 
that had scared some suppliers away. 

The troubled retailers also announced the appointment of a 
new chai r man, former chairman of the Federal Reserve Board G 
William Miller, and that the units would disassociate themselves 
with the Campeau name by operating in the future as Federated 
Department Stores Inc. eraiea 

Meanwhile, International Business Machines Com 
Wednesday it took a 2.42 billion one-time charge in the fourth 
quarter of 1989. to finance a restructuring plan which inchSS 
reducing its work force by 10,000 people, includes 

The 2.42 billion charge resulted in 1989 fourth -Quarter 

i3n ? ° r 2 i 3Q7 li 0 h , 0 r -' <> 1 1 ! Share ’ down74 - 8 Per cenifrom 234 

***** ^ 

pared with 20 billion in the year-ago period P ^ 1 *** 

■gsessHswsi Esa--. 


On the takeover front, stockholders of Holiday Con. W«t 
nesday overwhelmingly approved the *»*» - CQ ‘ 


nesaay overwneunmgiy approved the 2 2 , 

Holiday Inns in North America by Bass PLC of LondJ^JLi 0 * 
spinoffof Holiday s remaining companies mto PronwBlnt 1 ^ * 


Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. said Tuesday it was makrae a 
share cash offer to acquire the remainim* Stor.lr (h. I. ^ 


snare casnouer re acquire ine renmining stock the Jaoai^ 
company does not already own in Subaru of America 
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Las Vegas ‘odd man 
out’ in the Oscar race 



The sunbaskers 

A pair of white polar bears pass the time in the sunshine at the Zurich 


Zoo Jan 17 as unreasonably mild temperatures hit the area (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Dutch mercy-killing row intensifies 


HOLLYWOOD, (UPI): The oddsmakers in 
Las Vegas are hardliners when it comes to 
posting the probabilites for most anything 
worth betting on: sports, elections, the 
Academy awards. 

But the desert gambling spa often demon- 
strates an amazing lack of knowledge on how 
the 4,700 voting members of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences cast their . 
ballots for movies and performances. 

It is virtually impossible for anyone to 
accurately predict the big six winners in the 
Oscar race — four acting trophies, best pic- 
ture and best director — were it not for 
organised critics and early prognostications 
by the entertainment media. 

Then, too, the odds could be tilted by the 
results of the Golden Globe awards, which 
often pressage the winners — and just as often 
do not. 

Although Las Vegas is a glitzy show biz 
town wih glamorous stage extravaganzas and 
superstar attractions, it lacks genuine 
knowledge of motion pictures. 

At least it would seem so on the basis of the 
latest line laid down by John van Rhyn, direc- 
tor of Race and Sports Book operations atthe 
Desert Inn Hotel and Casino. 

A loose early morning line by critics groups 
show the six favourites to be: 

Best Picture: “Do the Right Thing.”; Best 


Actor. Daniel Day-Lewis (My Left Fool): 
Best Actress: Michelle Pfeiffer (The Fabulous 
Baker -Boys); Best Supporting Actress: 
Brenda Fncker (My Left Foot); Best Direc- 
tor Spike Lee (Do the Right Thing). 

Doubtless the Vegas oddsmakers took 
these projections into consideration, but 
arrived at some very different conclusions. 

Forms tance. Van Rhy made Jack Lemmoa 
the S-to-2 favourite for best actor in “Dad.” 
Lemmon failed to be mentioned in any 
previous poll. Betting against Lemmon at 
those odds could break the Desen Inn's bank. 

But by and large. Van Rhyn has come close 
to the mark in listing the possible nominees. 
The odds may not support the Academy 
membership's thinking, but then fathoming 
the emotional factor, sentiment and personal 
considerations — like friendship — are vir- 
tually impossible. 

For whatever reasons. Van Rhyn did not 
see fit to set odds on who would win the Oscar 
for best director. 

However, here is the Las Vegas chart on 
five of the six major categories: 

Best film — “Glory” 7 to 2, “Bom on The 
Fourth Of July” 4 to 1 , “Driving Miss Daisy" 
7 to 1, “When Harry Met Sally ...” 8 to 1 , “Do 
the Right Thing" 10 to 1, “The Fabulous 
Baker Boys” 14 to 1. 


Best actor — Jack Lemmon (Dad) 5 to 2, 
Tom Cruise (Bom on The Fourth July) 3 to 1, 
Morgan Freeman (Driving Miss Dai?y) lOlo 
1, Kevin Costner (Field of Dreams) 10 to 1, 
Daniel Day-Lewis (My Left Foot) 14 to 1 . 

Best actress — Michelle Pfeiffer (The 
Fabulous Baker Boys) 7 to 2, Jessica Tandy 
(Driving Miss Daisy) 4 to 1. Jessica Lange 
(Music Box) 5 to . Sally Field (Steel Mag- 
nolias) 7 to 1, Meg Ryan (When Harry Met 
Sally) lOtol. 

Best supporting actor — Denzel Washing- 
ton (Glory) 2 to 1 , Martin Landau (Crimes 
and Misdemeanors) 7 to 1 . Danny Aiello (Do 
the Right Thing) 8 to 1, Beau Bridges (The 
Fabulous Baker Boys) 8 to 1, Morgan 
Freeman (Glory) 10 to 1. 

Best supporting actress ■— Angelica Hus- 
ton (Enemies, A Love Story) 7 to 2, Daryl 
Hannah (Steel Magnolias) 4 to 1 , Laura San 
Giacomo (Sex, Lies and Videotape) 9 to 2, 
Briget Fonda (Scandal) 7 to 1 , Brenda Flicker 
(My Left Fooc) 1 2 to 1 . 

Nominations for the 62nd annual Oscar 
race will be announced by the Motion Picture 
Academy of Arts and Sciences Feb 14, at 
which time some of the odds established in 
Las Vegas will change dramatically. 

The reason is simple. Some highly weighted 
favourites in today’s odds will not have been 
nominated at all. 


THE -HAGUE, (Reuter^: The grim 
death of a 47-year-old coma patient 
from deliberate starvation by doctors 
has underscored the Netherlands’ deep 
ambivalence towards mercy kilting. 

Tragic Ineke Stmissen, her foodsup- 
ply-fine cut off, wasted away and died 
after! JLdayias the nation debated die 
r, -.ethics of ending a tifemasked by a coma 
. -for: 15 years:- ....... . ... 

:c ~' i ' H^rdeath rrr a convalescent home oh 
. Friday ^tenaified (he controversy.’ 

• ‘/'Despite. ' the fraditionaT Dutch 


• i 


; troubled as.q'tfittirountnes^ oyj^jmercy ; 
killing of patients toodi to make their 
wishes known. 

“Ineke has become a monument of 
medical and judicial powetfessbess, 
cowardice and hypocrisy,** wrote Utre- 
cht .University anaesthetist Bob Smal- 
bout. 

Stinissen fell into a coma due to an 
anaesthesia error while giving birth in 
1974 and her husband Gerhard fought 
a lefi’g’ comt^bkfth^tb^irf^O 'forte' 

„the: eastern town qf 

* imSwhef to 

Last November, a Dutch .district 
court in Arnhem ruled that he could not 
force doctors to end her life. 

But it left the way open for her death 
by ruling that her artificial feeding was 


medical treatment at their discretion to 
stop, rather than life-sustaining treat- 
ment they are duty-bound to continue. 

Responding to the ruling, the con- 
valescent home stopped ter feeding 
and while she starved for 1 1 days the 
. issue was fought in the courts, discus- 
sed in parliament and debated in the 
media. : 

Smalhout has led doctors criticising 
~ i : the court: ruling as a weak attempt to 
L "’avoi<f tough questions over euthanasia. 

-T medical-judicial twist was 

that doctors and juristscan 
rwash their hands ofguilt,” he. wrote. . 

- k '-^“Officially -Only useless medical 
treatment has been stopped— so no 
euthanasia has been Committed, the 
law bas not been overstepped and so-- 
called medical ethics have not been 
sullied.. .one wouldn’t do such' a tiring 
Go a dog,” he said. 

The Dutch'association for voluntary 
euthanasia — which urges healthy peo- 
ple to deposit* a statement on whether 
they want their Bfe ended if they 


case has set a dangerous precedent that 
makes it too easy for doctors to loll 
patients. 

The Dutch Patients Association 
unsuccessfully appealed for a court 
order last week to renew Stinissen’s 
feeding. 

The issue of mercy-killing is already 
a divisive one in the Netherlands and 
was a major difficulty in forming a new 
centre-left government last November. 

Euthanasia is officially illegal in the 
Netherlands but an estimated 6,000 to 
10,000 cases occur each year. : 

. Doctors are rarely prosecuted if they 
have followed strict medical guidelines, 
which, include the requirement that a 
fatally ill patient specifically asks todie. 

Prune Minister Rudd Lubbers' Chr- 
istian Democrats want a new law that 
would reaffirm doctors are criminally 
liable for euthanasia while the coalition 
Labour Party wants to legalise mercy 
killing, under existing medical 
guidelines. 

In. a compromise,- the two parties 
agreed to a commission, set up this 


Wi 


’ •'^bd^isr ’tfernfiiiaBy* iB^'SSyOTt ha<P *«twek and due to report in~ 1991 on * «■ 

^ -gainwi ^O- members a^y^tti^ugbtbe^ 7 d«etorsV^aitbaick& to>esitha3»5i8i.j&qt u tesoi ,v /V- jj 

'Stini|»p case . \ many doctorahavesaid they wfll refuse - 


■ v “rfre&se has io'hsSfr people to face ’ 
reality: People call and say: This case 
has set me thinking and 1 don’t want 
what happened to her to happen to 
me,” said chairwoman Pit Bakker. 

Other experts argue the Stmissen 


many doctors, have said they wfll refuse 
to be interviewed, partly out of fear of 
prosecution. . 

Hours after Stinissen died, Dutch 
prosecutors said they would open a 
criminal investigation over her death, a 
routine practice in euthanasia cases. 










All proceeds will go to the health service 


EAST BERLIN, (Reuter): Huge 
slabs of grey concrete, daubed 
with grainu and garish paint- 
ings, Be like tombstones in East 
Berlin’s guarded border strip. . 
Soon, they will be scattered 
through the world to successful 
bidders. 

East Germany has found a cer- 
tain money-spinner in the 
graveyard of the Berlin Wall, for 
decades a symbol of cold war 
bitterness. 

More than SO sections of the 
wall are held in a screened section 
of the broad “death strip” that 
traces The West Berlin frontier. 

Helge Moebius, the man sell- 
ing the Berlin Wall for the East 
German government, told 
Reuters be has had offers from 
Los Angeles to Tokyo for what 
he calls a “piece of history.” 

“The sort of places the wall . 
pieces are destined for include 
museums, banks or. perhaps, big - 
hotels looking for an interesting . , 
centrepiece for a foyer.” he says. 

The highest offer so far? “Oh. 
600,000 marks ($300,000). That ■ 
sort of level, sections from his- ; 
tone areas ... like the Branden- 
burg Gate cost more.” 

Currency must be as “hard” as 

the wall and all proceeds go to the 
health service. . 

“You have to remember tms is 
an investment There is a limited 
supply and in 100 years a seg- 
ment will be worth a tot more 
than the purchase price.” . 


“Some walls have a special sig- 
nificance in history,” he reflec- 
ted. "Think of the Great Wall of. 
China, the Wailing Wall in 
occupied Jerusalem. This wall 
has just such a significance, the 
more so when it comes down.” 
Moebi us explains thaieach3.6 
metre by 1.2 metre (10 feet by a 
three feet) slab will carry a gover- 
nm ent stamp arid a certificate 
feigned by a senior official. “Only 
these pieces can be guaranteed 
genuine. There is already lots of 
phoney wall on sale in the West ” 
An export manager with the 
East Gennan Limex Company, 
Moebius sees no disrespect 
towards almost 100 people shot 
dead in the floodlit border strip 
since the wall was built in 1961. 

*‘I am at ease with my cons- 
cience,” he said. 

“We’re not selling parts of the 
wall where there are blade cros- . 
ses. These are just sections taken 
down to make way for the new 
border crossings-” 

All around the 161 km (100 
mile) wall, on the West side, are 
' crosses set up to commemorate 
people shot dead. 

Some requests, however, cross 
the frontiers of good taste. : 
“We had an inquiry from a 
West Berlin restaurant that wan- 
ted to dismantle a watch tower 
and put it up in their garden as an 
attraction. We turned them 
down. Too macabre,” he said. 


Moebius says East Gennan 
citizens should also be allowed to 
buy small pieces of walL But he 
aims to keep as many sections 
in tact as possible. 

“We plan tocollate everything 
in a catalogue — photographs of 
each section, who owns it, where 
it is and, probably, bow much it 
cost 

' “The final word in brazen- 
ness,” one Eafet Gennan citizen 
commented. “It was enough we 
. had to suffer under this tiring 
without them going out and 
malting a super-show of it.” 

But most East Germans, 
Moebius says, welcome the move 
to seD the wall before Western 
speculators beat them tort 
“We get letters, say, from 
someone separated for 30 years 
fiomhersister by thewalL We try 
to explain to . them and they 
usually ’understand.” ’ 

“I can understand the objec- 
tions of someone who .escaped 
across the wall and was hit. by an 
automatic gun and perhaps still 
carries a spun ter of steel around . 
in him...” he said. 

Since, the beleaguered Com- 
munistParty threw open the wall 
and opened new crossings in 
November, demolition has con- 
tinued uninterrupted . on the 
Western side. Optimists believe 
the East Germans may remvoe it 
entirely by the end of the year. 

By day and. by moonlight 


thousands of tourists drip with 
chisels and hammers at the Wes- 
tern face for their piece of his- 
tory. “Wall touts” offer colour- 
ful selections from what the top- 
pled communist government 
grandly called the anti-fascist 
protection barrier. No sign of the 
official stamp here. 

French painter Thierry Noir 
spent five years painting long sec- 



tions of the wall with colourful, 
bizarre images. Comic paintings 
of long-nosed men and mystical 
creatures brightened many West 
Berlin streets blighted by stark 
concrete. Border guards once 
arrested him after be attached a 
urinal to the wall. 

‘Tt’s nearly all gone now. My 
•flat is opposite one of the paint- 
ings and when we hear chipping 
we reach out and shout,” he told 
Reuters. 

“It’s .not so important my 
‘/workshop’ is gone. Jt’s good the 
wall’s coming down. What 
makes me sad is that people are 
making money out of this,” he 
said. “If they’re to make money 
they should give h to the families 
of people killed out there.” 

Colonel Wolter surveys the 
wall sections sprawling chao- 
tically amid rainswept lime trees 
and frontier fences. "I’ve been 
working in the border guard 
since 1972. Hereit is up for sale,” 
be said, shaking his head and 
exclaiming in disbelief. 


■■HR . — J 

Right Rocco Barocco model wears a carnation patterned jacket with latticed sleeves and sides, above a figure hugging skirt. Left: A model 

■ previews a smock top and matching hat (Reuter wirephoto). 

Feminity keynote of summer couture 


PARJS, (AP): Soft and alluringly 
sexy are the way couturiers see 
women and their dothes for next 
summer in early sneak previews 
of haute couture shows. 

Designers are frantically' stit- 
ching up hems — very short — 
for the snows that get undo - way 
this weekend. Luxury dothes are 
more feminine than ever. There 
will be softer shoulders, deeper 
decolletes, feminine flounces and 
embroideries. 

The shows this week will be 
more “Italian” than ever, with 
Gianfranco Ferre now haute 
couturier for Dior, and Angelo 
Tarlazzi designing for Guy Laro- 
che’s couture house, following 
Laroche’s death last winter. 

Gianni Versace is also hop- 
pingon the I talians-in-Paris ban- 
dwagon with a show of his 
“Atelier” styles andagaladinner 
at the hotel Ritz on Saturday 
night. 

‘’Paris is the best .showcase,” 
said Versace, who displayed fails 


furred and fussy dothes on man- 
nequins at a museum last season, 
but considers this show with five 
models bis real Paris couture 
debut. 

But Italians won’t be grabbing 
all the headlines. 

-Fashion-watchers are looking 
forward to.tbe Lanvin show with 
French designer Claude Mon- 
tana now at the' design helm. Will 
the avant-garde- creator produce 
the kind of opulent elegance 
usually seen at this venerable 
house? They’ll find out on Tues- 
day with the Lanvin show near 
the Ecole Miliiaire. 

Pierre Cardin, an active sup- 
porter of Soviet glasnost. is brin- 
ging in two Moscow beauties — 
Natasha and Svetlana— to help 
present his collection Monday. 

As the first French couturier to 
breech the iron curtain, Cardin 
has manufactured and sold 
clothes in the Soviet Union for 
several years. He was instrumen- 
tal in helping set up a French 


model agency, “Glamour.” there 
last fall , and also encouraged the 
Soviet government to accord 
professional status to models. 

Besides hiked-up hemlines, 
some high notes of the upcoming 
25 couture shows revealed in the 
early previews include billowy 
organzas by Ferre for Dior, and 
sexy, draped and structured 
shapes in silk at Givenchy. 

Hanae Mori, celebrating her 
35th year in fashion, is kicking up 
her heels with some shorter, 
knee^revealing styles, which is 
new for this usually-conserva tive 
Japanese designer. 

Louis Feraud plans to show 
off garden-party girls in fluid 
dresses with appliqued leaves, 
but also revealed a bit of bare 
midriff in a little silk suit with 
graphic striped bows in a preview 
photo session. 

Jean-Louis Scherrer is 
apparently still inspired by his 
all-time favourite theme of the 


rich Raj looks from India — tur- 
bans, silk braid and ah. 

Colours will be hot and spicy, 
starting with a sharp shocking 
pink suit by Erik Mortensen at 
Balmain. Karl Lagerfeld is going 
for some warm corals in his 
collection of abbreviated styles 
for Chanel. 

Ungaro previewed an intrigu- 
ing silk suit of pink and lavander 
piped in fanciful swirls of tan- 
gerine around the asymmetric 
decollete jackeL 

Philippe Venel uses mandarin 
orange and plum to advantage in 
a short raw silk suit with trapeze 
jackeL 

After his Sunday couture 
show, Christian Lacroix's big 
moment will be the Sunday night 
launch of his first perfume with a 
musical show at the opera 
comique. Named “C’Est La 
Vie." the scent will be presented 
in an elaborate bottle sculpted 
with a handprint and a little coral 
branch — a Lacroix signature. 


Euro- Asia overland trade route may be a reality by 2000 


BANGKOK.(Reuter): An Maent 
dream of a direct overland trade route 
linking Europe with Southeast Asia 
could become a reality by the year 
2000 

UnitedNations officials saytbebat 
major obstacle to plans for thePaa- 
Asian highway was overcome when 
Burma (Myanmar).. lyingbej w ^ 
India and East Asia, agreed last 
October to co-operate. 

Burma had previously to 

take part in the UN project to crealea 
65,0w-fcm (40,000-mfle) 
building new roads or upgrading exist 

in* ones. Stretching from Turkey ^ 


Iran, it would 'pass through many 
other countries to Vietnam and Sin-; 
gapore. 

“The completion of the Asian high- 
way is of great importance to the 
region for it opens up new perspectives 
in the development of road transport, 
trade and tourism at subrcgional and 
regional levels,” said a joint news 
release by Burma and the . UN Econ- 
omic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (Escap). 

“With the participation of Myan- 
mar,. the missing link in the highway 
network between Bangladesh and 
Thailand will be removed, making it 


possible eventually to travel from 
Southeast Asia to Europe overland,” 
said S. Kibria, head of Escap in Ban- 
gkok. 

The project was first put forward in 
J 959 under the auspices of the Econ- 
omic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East (Ecafe) as a means to bind coun- 
tries together peacefully and propel 
them towards greater prosperity. 

But the dream was shattered by the 
war in Indo^China. 

UN officialsnow estimate the whole 
project could take another 10 years to 
complete. 

Countries involved are Afghanis- 


tan, Bangladesh, Burma, Cambodia, 
China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Laos, 
Malaysia, Nepal Pakistan, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore, Sri Lan k a, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Diplomats said Rangoon’s previous 
opposition to the plan was probably 
due to the Burmese government’s 
problems in suppressing ethnic insur- 

8 “T^efact that Myanmar has agreed 
to join is a tremendous breakthrough 
for us. One hopes that following the 
elections (Burmese elections in May) 
there will be more international recog- 
nition for the project,” said David 


Turner, head of Escap'* transport and 
communications division. 

“We have asked the Burmese to 
designate roads they wish to include in 
the project and we are hoping fora link 
between Rangoon and Bangkook,” he 
added. 

A Pan- Asian highway would sub- 
stantially cut some distances for trans- 
porting goods — for instance the dis- 
tance between Rangoon and Bangkok 
by land is less than half that by sea. 

Island nations involved in the 
scheme could benefit from improved 
ferry links with ports on the highway. 

Interest in the project was revived in 


the 1980s by China’s open-door 
policy, which led to Beijing’s derision 
in 1988 to co-operate officially with the 
project. 

Economic refonns in IndoChina in 
recent years have provided a boost as 
some governments realised the need to 
upgrade roads and infrastructure to 
attract foreign investment . 

It was also helped in 1988 when 
Thailand reversed its policy of isola- 
tion towards IndoChina's communist 
states with Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan unveiling his bold 
initiative to turn "battlefields into 
marketplaces.” 


Participating countries have agreed 
to designate their main national routes 
as a part of the overall project, and will 
fill in gaps and upgrade substandard 
sections with the help of soft loans and 
bilateral funding. 

Increased flows of trade and com- 
merce along the route are expected to 
stimulate economic development, par- 
ticularly in rural areas. 

Academics in Thailand say it would 
encourage the development of 
regional hubs of industry — at places 
like Chiang Mai in the country's north 
— to relieve pressure on congested and 
polluted Bangkok. 
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Hent on for ex-soldier-leader of rubbery gang: 

Northern Police District (NPD) has launched a manhunt Tor a former 
Constabulary sergeant who now leads a six-man jian& ot rubbers 
operating nation-wide. 

WPD officials said Sgt Eddie Calinot* wa> L -i detailed ui the Anti- 
Carnaping Task Force in Camp Crame! He went on absence without 
leave until he was dismissed months ago. 

Calinog recently escaped a dragnet around Ids Uiuccal in Kaluokan 
City by the NPD’s Anti-Organised Crime Task Force ( AOCTF ). 

But two of his men, Cesar Malinao. 32 and lnjro Saliesa. lb. were 
arrested recently by Cpl Ceferino Lapuz and Patrolmen Cesar Rivera 
and Arthur Ramirez. 

Malinao was surprised inhisbideouimStaQuitcriL,lC.aiookanCity. 
He threw a grenade at the policemen but it did not explode. 

Seized from him was a .38 revolver and two more grenades 
Malinao led the policemen to Saliesa's hideout in the squatter's area 
on 7th Ave., Grace Park. Kalooean City. 

Saliesa told the raiders his gangmates had just left before they 
arrived. 

Malinao and Saliesa admitted to NPD Superintendent Brig. Gen. 
Edgar d ilia Torres and Ll Reynaldo Roldan that their gang has pulled 
off at least 1 S robberies in Metro Manila. 

“May birada rin kami sa probinsiya" they said. 

Malinao and Saliesa said last month, they held up the RFC auper- 
mart in Las Pinas of P700.000 and shot dead a security guard who tried 
to stop them. 

They received P25.000 for the job, the two said. 

Their gang had also held up in Grace Park unJ j xa. i -uri si ore in 
Barangay B a esa. Quezon City last July. 

* • » 

Fight child abase: Do you know of u case of child abuse in your 
barangay? Report this to the Bureau of Child and Youth Welfare, 
Department of Social Welfare and Developments. 

Assistant director Lourdes Balanon said that DSW L> needs the co- 
operation of the public to protect the welfare child victims of abuse and 
maltreatment. 

Child Welfare Council executive director Mu. Elena Caraballo 
appealed to the participants of a public forum on adoption to help 
uphold children's rights. 

Citing the Child and Youth Welfare Code Caraballo said that every 
effort should be exerted to promote child welfare and to enhance 
opportunities for a useful and happy life. 

Institutions like the school, church, and ihocouiniunh y should assist 
the home and the state in preparing the child for the responsibilities of 
adulthood, she said. 

DSWD provides the following services for children and youth: day - 
care services, supplemental feeding, residential care, venire-based 
services, and counselling. 

Under the child and welfare code, a dc pendenu al <andc i:ed ciuiJ may 
be put in the care of the DSWD or a duly licensed child caring 
institution. 

, * *> 

2 slain in bank vehicle rob: An armoured vehicle dri\ er. a 
Metrobank security guard and a cash clerk were shot by robbers who 
held up their vehicle in Calapan, Mindoro Oriental. 

The driver and the guard bled to death before iiu-y cmild be 
airlifted to Manila. People's Journal learned. 

Officials of Metrobank, a subsidiary of Allied Bank, said their 
armoured vehicle was transferring cash from Fl.-’.ar.uvy^n to 
Calapan when armed men held it up. The armed men shat Re-echo 
Canlas, Jose Karingai and clerk Peter Lubes w ho were .ill in the 
vehicle. 

Bank authorities in the Calapan branch called the -Jiiea Bank 
head office in Makati by radio for the w sanded w be airlifted to 
Manila for treatment. 

The Allied officials, however, replied that they slid had to get the 
permission of the Presidential Commission on C-o;<d Government on 
the use of a plane for the airlift 

Later yesterday, the Calapan branch officials reported that t«*\. of 
the wounded — the driver and the guard — died from loss of blood 

before they could be brought to Manila 

The bank said it lost about P300.000 to the rubbers. 

J • * * "'" r - ” j 

Laguna sex dens of Lnneta stowaways: m.i u omen 

and a suspected pimp were arrested by military authorities from 
Camp Vicente Lnn in Calamba, Laguna who sv.ooped down the 
controversial “red-light district" along the National Highway in 
barangay Dita, Sta Rosa, Laguna. 

Lawmen under Col Nestorio B. Gualbcrto of the PC-CIS 4th ! 
District Command, raided the Big “J” Restaurant, a supposed sex I 
den, and collared three suspected prostitutes, a cashier, and an > 
alleged pimp, Nome Valencia. 30, a brother of restaurant owner Noel 
Valencia. 

Nabbed were suspected prostitutes Gigi Gamboa. ! 9. c f Caban g- 
calan, Negros Occidental; Alma Espinola, 20, of Ddinugueie City; 
and Cristina Alonzo 19, of 1522 Paz St Paco. Manila. Jenny Ron- 
quillo, 20, of Narvacan, Ilocos Sur, cashier of Big “J" Restaurant, 
was aJso arrested after some of the CIS raider: pas-ti _s customers 
and handed them marked money as payment for sexuai sen ices. 

The alleged sex den has reportedly been responsible for recruiting ; 
young women at the Rizal Park by offering them good salaries as 
“receptionists’’ in Laguna. 

• “Kalhnitan na naiimbita nila upang magtrabaho -a Dita ay ang 
mga stowaway at rags stowaway at mga nagwawaia sa Lunetu. at 
kung minsan ay mga ignorante.” sources told" Pe.r pie’- t might. 

Sta Rosa, Laguna Mayor Tito Gonzales has ordered the town’s 
police force to implement the closure order on two establishments 
raided by the PC-CIS earlier Best One House and Best Four House 

disco pubs, where some 25 alleged prostitutes were rounded up. 

* * * 

Disease now ground for legal serration: Affliction 

of a tr ansmi t table disease is now a ground for legal separation, 
member of a judicial and bar council of the Supreme Court said. 

Lawyer Ofelia Santos speaking in the seco nd"w orkshop conference 
of the Metropolitan Court Judges Association of the Philippines, 
said that transmittable diseases like AIDS a.v i.ow u basi* for 
annulment of marriage. 

She added that whether the disease is concealed or not. the 
marriage can still be void. 

Santos also cited several new grounds lor ”oidmg rrvjr.iage like ; 
fraud, concealment of affliction, insanity and undue influence. 

* * * l 

Labourer found dead in well: a Lh>uw v i j 

peared Sept 1 1 was found dead in a deep well i.. Barangay Bagcng. 
Buhay, San Jose Del Monte, Bulacan. I 

Police identified him as Armando Teraso!. of Barangay aagong j 
Buhay. They said his body was already decomposing. " ] 

Terasals brother, Eduardo, 30, of San Juan, told invcati^atuix the i 
victim failed to return home. | 

Several men were last seen with the victims. EduauJo iold Cupt 

Angelito Pacia. 

Also in Bulacan, a farmer and a labourer c.:r.nriiieJ -uiride for 
unknown reasons in their houses. 

Police said farmer Gaspar de Guzman. 4 j. o i Barangay tiuisan. 
Bustos, shot himself in the right temple and ti.cJ on tiie nay to the 
hospital. 

The labourer, German Miranda. 35. of Barjuua CY-nc^pcion, 
RaKimg, died instantly from a stab wound in the let t chest, police said. 

* * • 

Drank cook drowns: A fishing boat *»*ok whit v.ua upparcn- 
tly drank fell into the sea and drowned in Novotna. 

Drowned was Iklelfonso Evangelista. 4»:. of Minal,-.. Puerto 
Galera, Oriental Mindoro, said Navoias police chief Col Alberto 
Nepomuceno. 

Witnesses told police that they saw Evangelihia drinking liquor in 
the upper deck of F/B Tagiman. 

“ Hinayaem namin siyang mai-isa daiii! mas i; i.imn.nn 
nangsolo,” one of the witnesses said. 

They said Evangelista might have accideni ally clipped Jell into 

the water. • 

“Hindi nasiya nakita noong balikan namin pjr.i .aiuhm^ ntaghdu/,* 
nang hapunan." a witness said. 

Three hours later, the bloated body of Evangelista wa.-. found 

Police are still investigating the case. 

» + * 

Tricycle owner robbed: a tricycle ow in.-, -,\u^i..boc J. grip- 
ped naked and handcuffed to a tree by two unidentified armed men in 
Barangay Engkanto, An gat, Bulacan. 

Police said Charito del Rosario, 24, of Barangj^ 1'ulr.nj- Y amok i 
Angat, freed himself by breaking the branch of the tree. { 


Baby boom: The booby trap of the nineties 

Bv Ait Dialoao beyond becomes less and less worth looking forward to The Philippines was even asked to join the so-called “otinnestopose peril to the jwple.'lTusisnMttemore 

y ...... when the constant and rapid increase in the country’s Seven Poorest Nations; yet, h is unhke Mozambique perilouswith the government s lack ofa 


By Art Dlalogo 

TH I RT\ or so years ago. a Filipino family often (with 
hardly a breather in-between the children’s birthdays) 
could' live decently with only the father to bring home 
the bacon; 

A t present, when high and higher technologies make 
living more convenient and creature comforts can be 
had with a simple push of a button, a family of four 
(with a breather between births of the eldest and the 
youngest longer than a quinquennium) is already con- 
sidered very' large. And despite the fact that both 
parents are breadwinners — a circumstance that keeps 
them away from the hearth most of the Lime — the 
family can hardly keep the quality of life within decent 
bounds. 

Such was such and so is so because, first of all, the 
value of the peso has shrunk disproportionately with 
the cost of living. A family living in the urban and 
suburban area needs at least PI 50 a day to keep their 
bodies and souls together, maintain a house of their 
own. and send the children to school. A family that 
earns less than the basic m inimum wage must survive 
below’ the poverty line, which means that they eat line, 
which means that they eat less than thrice a day. 
Definitely not enough to produce bright and healthy 
children. Which means that they might not come to 
reach that someday when, bitten by the nostalgic bug, 
they have to dig up and read these lines to recall their 
forefathers' days. 

The resources that used to glut the island republic are 
gradually being consumed to nil due- to the leaders' 
inadvertence and lack of foresight and the people's 
indifference. But, most of all. fife in the 1990s and 
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NOT many people know that 18 
million Filipinos — comprising 
the country's “poorest of the 
poor” — "live in the uplands 
today, eking out a marginal exis- 
tence from what they could grow 
or pluck out from the soil. Of 
these 18 million, eight million are 
occupying areas within the fores- 
tlands. mostly landless fanners 
who depend on the soil for then- 
daily subsistence. 

Forced by the instinct to 
survice, these forest occupants 
have mindlessly slashed and bur- 
ned the forests to clear out small 
patches of farmlands to plant 
crops for food. Others indis- 
criminately cut down the trees 
for firewood — or to convert 
them into charcoal to sell in the 
lowlands. 

Compounded by the utter 
greed of unscrupulous loggers 
and the government’s apathy to 
the real danger of environemntal 
disaster during the past decades, 
this senseless washing of the 
natural resources has threatened 
to transform the country into a 
vast wasteland within our 
lifetime. 

Together, they all constitute 
the strongest pressure on our 
remaining forest lands, accord- 
ing to Environmental and 
Natural Resources Under- 
secretary for Field Operations 
Victor O. Ramos. 

It is interesting to note that 
over the past decades, the buck 
kepi being passed around in so 
far as the protection of the 
environment — especially 
deforestation — was concerned. 
Environmental and Natural 
Resources Secretary Jun Fac- 
(oran has stopped the buckpass- 
rng. in a determined move to save 
what is left of our foresLs. 

The vehicle for conservation is 
the Integrated Forestry Pro- 
gramme w'hich was launched by 
the DEN R last year, that seeks to 
reverse the tide" of deforestation 
by enlisting the active participa- 
tion of the migrant forest 
dwellers in the upland develop- 
ment efforts fo the government. 

Secretary Factoran tasked 
Undersecretary Ramos to head 
the DENR Upland Develop- 
ment Group that overses the 
operation or the Integrated 
Forestry Programme. 

The upland situation today is 
plagued with many problems, all 
of them serious, says Under- 
secretary Ramos. He died land 
degrada tion, ballooning popula- 
tion. deepening poverty, and 
land tenure for the rural poor. 

He pointed out that as of 
1988. of the upland population 
of 1 8 million, roughly 70 per cent 
are landless farmers who depend 
on the soil for daily subsistence. 
The real ihrcaL stems from the 
fact that at the annual popula- 
tion growth rale of 2.5 per cent. 


beyond becomes less and less worth looking forward to 
when the constant and rapid increase in the country’s 
population — or the world’s for that matter — is 
dragged into the picture. The statistics of concern have 
become the statistics of ruin. That's why if the insur- 
gency (both in the country and within the military) was 
the government’s major problem in the 1980s. the 
runaway population, which determines in great part 
the nation's future and which would require more than 
synergetic effort to control or cut' down, is this decade's 
most urgent problem. 

Down to brass tacks 

The estimated 660,000-odd early inhabitants of the 
archipelago in the 16th century may not probably have 
heard of the divine phrase “Go and multiply”: neverth- 
eless, these bunch of Malayo-Potynesian islanders 
went on to grow in number by leaps and bounds, the 
bloodstream diluted with races from west and south of 
the globe. And in the light of the Filipinos' complete 
Christianization by the Spaniards (those in Mindanao 
excluded), the only Chris tian nation in the region has 
multiplied its population a hundredfold. 

Statistics show that the Philippines at present ranks 
as the 17th most populous country in the world and one 
of the most populated in Asia, where half of the world’s 
4.5 billion people live. At a growth rate of2.4 percent a 
year (some say it is 2.5, others insist it is 2.7) and a 
population of some 60 million, the country is expected 
to house and nurture some 1 .5 million more Filipinos a 
year. Consider this: three Filipino babies are born 
every minute, 1 57 every hour, 3,781 aday, 1 .5 million a 
year, and if the rate goes on unabated, the projection 
that 100 million Filipinos would crowd the country 
before the decade ends is a possibility that boggles the 
mind and weakens the knee. 

Of the 1 57 Filipino babies born every hour, four to 
five are bom poor and malnourished. According' to 
reports, more than half of the population lives way 
below the poverty threshold, if not in absolute poverty. 
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the upland j>opulation could 
swell to 27 million by the year 
2000. That could aggravate the 
socio-economic pressure on the 
country’s rural poor. 

The eight million people living 
within the forest lands pose a 
continuing potent threat to our 
forests, mainly because of their 
nefarious practice of slash-and- 
burn fanning (kaingin) to 
produce their food and fuel 
needs. 

Undersecretary Ramos 
laments the unceasing practice of 
kaingin farming in the uplands, 
stressing the need to conserve 
and preserve our uplands, stress- 
ing the need to conserve and 
preserve our upland rsources 
because the upland areas are 
highly sensitive to soil erosion 
and degradation. 

The socio-economic condi- 
tions of the people Irving in the 
uplands are lamentably way 
below acceptable standards. An 
economic survey shows farmers 
realise only an annual income of 
between PS 00 and P3.000. And, 
they are a total stranger to such 
basic services as health, educa- 
tion, and livelihood. Under the 
circumstance, they have no alter- 
native but to depend on the soil 
for survival. 

The DENR has acted to 
"correct” the situation — 
through the integrated social 
forestry programme. Under the 
programme, the upland dweller 
is awarded a Certificate of 
Stewardship Contract which 
entities him to cultivate a desig- 
nated piece of land for 25 years. 
This is renewable for another 25 
years, making him a virtual 
owner of the land. 

The integrated Social Forestry 
Programme recognises the need 
and the right of the kaingineros 
not only to the land they till, but 
also to life.sustenance.and access 
to a valuable natural resources — 
in this case, the forest, said 
Secretary Fartoran. 

He explained that, as a people- 
oriented program. 1SFP calls for 
the establishment of social fores- 
try projects in designated areas, 
such as within public forests 
lands that are actually occupied 
and cultivated by forest 
occupants as of December 31, 
1981; and in open, denuded areas 
suited for the development of 
agro-forestry farms by pro- 
gramme participants through 
the adoption of feasible agro- 
forestry technologies. 

The ISFP has so far establi- 
shed 803 social forestry projects 
nationwide, benefitting 151,800 
participants and the issuance of 
94.363 Certificates of Steward- 
ship Contracts (CSCs) and 10 
Community Forest Stewardship 
Agreements (CFSAs) covering 
an area totalling 450.673 hec- 
tares. 
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Secretary Factoran noted that 
the country is entering a new era 
of social forestry, from the 
bygone years of industrial fores- 
try. Necessarily, the DENR is 
presently concentrating its atten- 
tion on the development of the 
uplands, through the integrated 
social forestry programme. The 
programme received an 
encouraging boost from the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) through its grant of P2 
million to fund the upland 
development programme. 

Undersecretary Ramos echoes 
the view of Secretary Factoran 
that in the need to focus on sus- 
tainable development, the 
uplands should lead the priority 
list. “Massive and dedicated 
action must be done now or else 
the momentum and growth of 
the problem will be such thatitbe 
beyond even our strengthened 
capabilities," he said. 

He laroents,though, that the 
DENR has only 1,004 extension 
workers to pursue the 
programme. While this is 
adequate. Undersecretary 
Ramos said, the DENR is 
addressing the problem two 
ways. Firstly, he said, the DENR 
is now training an additional 
1 ,400 social forestry officers with 
specialty in extension work, 
community organising and 
human relations. They shall 
form the core of “missionaries” 
in upland development. 

A corollary move is the 
recruitment by the DENR of the 
services of non-government 
organisations (NGOs) and 
upland farmer-leaders to fill the 
gap. 

"The effort of training and 
recruitment should be done now 
in Lhe hope that such efforts can 
have a snowballing effect that is 
at least equal to, or faster, than , 
the combined increase in upland 
population and their needs for 
sustainable development,” 
Ramos said. 

in a related development, an 
ideology of conservation is being 
evolved among project imple- 
mentors, participants, and 
officials that emphasizes the 
axiom of living with, learning 
from, and sharing in each other’s 
knowledge, capability, and 
resources. 

Undersecretary Ramos asserts 
that the immediate task of the 
DENR is how to win the trust of 
upland dwellers who have long 
been neglected by the govern- 
ment. "The urgent task is to 
eradicate their cynicism through 
teams of reoriented social fore- 
sters who are trained to emphat- 
ise with our rural folk,” Ramos 
said, adding that the new scope 
of forestry transcends the 
traditional forestry training. 


The Philippines was even asked to join the so-called 
Seven Poorest Nations; yet. it is unhke Mozambique 
where tens of thousands of babies are starving to death 
everyday. Like most debt-ridden and developing coun- 
tries in the Third World, the Philippines is threatened 
with a future shaped by the deadly hands of population 

growth: shortage of food and jobs, illnesses, violence, 
to mention some. 

But to quote the late Rafael Salas, then executive 
director of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities and the organizer of the 1984 International 
Conference on Population held m the overpopulated 
Mexico City. "There is room for concern, but not 
panic.” 

It was reported that 85 undercapitalized and under- 
nourished countries, which accommodate nearly all 
the Third Work! population, have supported in one 
form or another, though some are inadequate, family 
planning programmes and birth control systems. The 
notable drop in the annual growth rate of the world's 
population during the previous decade was attributed 
to this. But the bell rings both ways. It triggered 
"overconfidence” that consequently led to lesser 
efforts in dealing with the problem. Population, thus, 
continues to alarm the world. 

The Pfnoy Pill 

If China was able to cut its fertility rate by half with 
its one-chfld -family population policy, a programme 
that includes fina ncial rewards and penalties, then why 
can't the Philippines? IfThailand has made headway in 
controllixijg population growth with determined efforts 
in extending family planning to its more than 4,000 
village health centers, then why can't the Philippines? 

The Philippines, actually, was able to cut the growth 
rate by .7 per cent after it launched a population control 
programme in 1969, when there were more or less 35 
million Filipinos and the growth rate was a high 3.1 per 
cent. To achieve "a population level that is most con- - 
ductive to national welfare,'* a provision embodied in 
the 1973 Constitution, family p lannin g centers were 
put up in areas where they were needed most. The 
Population Commission was formed and became the 
contraceptive pill of the government to check and 
maintain the ideal growth rate. 

Success was evident at the outset with the full par- 
ticipation of various public and private entities. The 


multisectoral project also received the support of inter- 
national funding agencies. It was bolstered by a mas- 
sive information dissemination to drive home the point 
that fertility reduction is related to development and 
improved quality of life. But life for the FQipinosisnot 
only dictated upon by political and economic factors. 
The Roman Catholic Church, which opposes birth 1 
control techniques other than the natural and to which 
majority of the population belongs, is also a powerful 
factor that has also pushed a number of people into the 
gates of dilemma. 

Back to the future 

For most Filipino families, the choice is between a 
good life in this world and a life eternal in the world to 
come. Although there were a number of those that 
would never allow themselves to end in such straits, a 
greater number of people — the poor and the uns- 
chooled — that are bullied by the papal bull on 
artificial birth control also exist. 

The debate, therefore, is between pro-life and pro- 
choice. And while the argumentis going on, population 


population policy. For one. tire family pl anni ng prov- . 
ision was deleted in the 1987 Constitution. For _ 

another, it was replaced with ODt that is as vague as the } 

Church's stand. As a result, foreign funding a genci es _ 
withdrew support. Budget for the population agencies 
and related bodies was cut down. It was only in two 
when the government finally issued its "responsible 
parenthood” policy that puts emphasis on "imp roving 
tire FiHpmo's individual quality of life.” Nonetheless, 
with a lack of actual implementation guidelines and the > 
Church's strong anti-family planning posture, the • 

. situation remains the same. 

Standing room only 

It appears that, for Jaime Cardinal Sin and his 
booster shots, population is not in any other way 
connected with a number of problems plaguing tire 
country at present. Along with the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines, the archbishop and his 
so-called family life workers are seemingly determined 
to fight what he calls "contraceptive imperialism.” the 
Chinch has been very much involved in family develop- 
ment, Sin declared. And so it is family welfare, not 
family p lanning . The Pinoy pill, in short, will not cure 
the Pqjoy problem. 

' The diocese of Manila, said to be the largest in the 
whole Catholic world, is figured to emerge as a 
megacity before the turn of the century. Which means 
that the population would hit the 10 milli on mark. 

At present, Metro Manila has a population of 
around eight million, which is constantly swelling with 
the inflow of migrants from (he countryside and nearby 
islands. At a rate of 25 births per 1,000 people, xt 
appears that the year of the megadty is just around the 
crowded comer. 4 

If it is not the main cause, runaway population then 
is a factor that has contributed to mass poverty, jobles- 
sness, shortage of transportation, environmental 
devastation, and other symptoms of the so-called can- 
cerous urban growth. La detail, 48,750 families are 
squatters in thor own land, 5, 500 of whom are living in 
hovels built by the river banks. Nearly half of the dty 
dwellers belong to the urban poor. More than half of 
the families have no access to garbage and sewage 
disposal system, have no toilet facilities to speak of. 
Some of the nation's more than 20 milli nn homeless 
citizens are in Metro Manila, living their bdow-the- 
poverty-line lives in one-room dwellings with a water 
faucet they share with countless others. 

Eachdtyxesidentdunipsat least 1.5 til os of wastes a 
- day, if not in the Smokey Mountain, into the rivers and ~ 
the dying esteros. The vacant lots and available spaces 
on which the: homeless have built their makeshift 
homes have also become seedbeds of outrage. Crime- " 
ridden slums, at least 400 of them are in Metro Mmiila^ 
have become the symbol of metropolitan Wight ~ v . 

; Theyduth— hope bCev^ooc-comprise nearly half-, 
of the dty population, ’.thousands of them are in tire ' 

out of sdho^^idandmtourishetL 

It is not that the government is not doing anything to 
remedy the situation. The legislature has filed bills in 
support of the national population policy. Housing 
projects, relocation of the urban poor, increased health 
faculties, and room ha vebera part ofthe government's 
effort to curb the problem, to turn tire nightmare into 
tire realization of a dream. 



DENR Undersecretary Victor Ramos with extension workers In Davao City, protection of the country's i 
natural resources is a must 1 



Newsbits arid reminders 


On overseas nurses 

THE US Congress has passed the Immigration Nursing 
Relief BOL which will make it easier for registered nurses, 
including Filipinos, to work in over 700 US hospitals 
where there is a shortage of 137,000 nurses. At least 7 per 
cent of all professional nurses who enter the US on H-I 
non-immigrant visas are foreigners, 75 per cent of which 
comes from the Philippines- The Ml provides for regis- 
tered nurses to adjust their status to permanent resident. 

On employers of 
run-away maids 

The Philippine Embassy requests all employers of run- 
away Filipino maids, especially employers who are leaving 
Kuwait for good, to please cancel immediately the 
residence visas in the passports of their mnirtic and surren- 
der the passports to the Philippine "Embassy, for cancella- 
tion of the passport and transmittal to Manila. This will 
greatly help in easing the liability of the employers who 
hold on to the passports of their maids, eveaifthemaid has ™ 

run away and tire employer himself is leaving. 

And if the maid ran away while vacationing abroad with 
their employers, please report immediately to the nearest 
Philippine Consulate or Embassy in the place where the ' 
maid ran away, or report the matter to the Philippic 
Embassy in Kuwait as soon after returning as posable, so 

that the authorities in Manila maybe properly notified. 

On the proposed Philippine 
school In Kuwait 

As of this writing, only ten (10) respondents have sub- 
mitted their replies to the survey being conducted by the 
Philippine Embassy on the number of families interested 
to have the Philippine school. The survey forma areavalla- 
bfe either at the Embassy'or at the Mabuhay Restaurant, 
and the deadline for submitting to Consul-General Palala 
is the close of office hours on Wednesday, January 31, 

1990. 

Reminder to tile income tax 
returns for the year 1 989 

Again, another year has come upon us, and again, we 
would to start the year right by reminding one and.al] 

to please pay their income taxes on time, to avoid the 
penalty of additional charges in the amount of KD3.250 
peryear. 

Although the deadline for paying is still on April !5, 

1990. we would like to remind everyotreof there obligation 
to pay the tax before the deadline, to avoid the rush and 
overcrowding. 


IT many Filipino contract workers are working in just 
one company or office, please contact Arenas or Girin- 
omala of tire Embassy to auanne forone dav Servian p at ■ 


your place of work, on the day most convenient to you. The 
earlier you make the arrangement, the better for everyone 
as white there is no rush yet, the Embassy can accom- 
modate your individual requests. But if everybody HbAIm 
to invite the Embassy at theiast minute, then there will 
have to be some whose invitations will have to be turned 
down. 

So avoid the rush — file your income tax now! 

Guidelines in applying for driv- 
ing licence in the Philippines: 

For professional driving licence: 

— . Applicant most be at least 18 years old; 

— Applicant must tie physically and mentally Otto operate 
motor vehicles; 

— Applicant must riot possess any contagious diseases, be 
a drug addtex or an ak»holi 5 ana 
— Applicant most be able to read and write Fftipino and/ 

• or English. . 

Documents required: 

— Valid student driver’s permit (original) at least five 
months old. or valid - uonroro&ssional driver's Kw- rio p 
(original) at least four months old; 

— medical certificate duly signed by an LTO-aecredited 
physician or issued by a hospital; 


— PoEce/NBI/FiscaTs Clearance from, place of residence; 

and • 1 

— duly-accomplished application for driver's licence 
(ADL)Foim. 

For non-professional driving licence: 

— Applicant must beat least 17 years old; 

— Applicant must be physically and mentally fit to operate f' 
motor vuudes; and •’ 

— Applicant must be able to read and write Fihpmo and/ 1 

or English. . . 

Documents required: 

— Valid st udentd river's permit at least one' month old; 

— medical certificate doly signed by aid LTQ-accredited. 


and.:/ 
— dul; 
(ADL) 


appbcaiiotx for driver*®, .licence 
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To showbiz or not to showbiz 

AT the time this is being written. 

ihc three rtanorLaslfwoMial 

ttare in Hong Kong enjoying 
different kind of New Year 
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(We are told wen cameo role 
player. Benjie Paras, has been 
accorded die same privilege by 
Mother Lily.) The trip is part of 
the bonus riven by movie mogul 
Mother Lily due to the huge sue- 

cess that themovie was at the box 

office during the Holidays. 

Sure. “Last Two Minutes” 
didn’t win any award in the fihn- 
fesL But who cares? It had no 
%, intentions of being artsy, or of 
going high brow. If was a fun 
movie, plain and simple. And 
with the public mania for basket- 
ball. practically the whole coun- 
try came out (and will come out) 
to see cage heart throbs Alvin 
Patrimomo, Bong Alvarez and 
Jerry Codinera emoting on a 
screen that is indeed bi gge r than 
life! 

But then from the more disci- 
plined and sober sports circle 
comes the question: Is it ri gh t for 
athletes in general, and profes- 
sional basketball players in par- 
ticulars in particular, to enter 
showbiz? 

Actually, Virginia, there are 
two schools of thought. 

4 Let’s start with the “purist” or 
shall we say, the “what should 
be” school of thought. This one 
says: N o. Athletes — serious ath- 
letes especially — should not 
enter showbiz. To make it more 
to the point Showbiz has no 
place in a serious athlete's life. 

Why? Because sports and 
showbiz are like oQ and water. 
They don’t mix. 

Sports requires of its 
adherents total dedication. Dis- 
icipline. Early bedtimes. No 
drinks. No smokes. No wild 
party habits. 

Sports has a spiritual side to it. 
The Sbaolin warriors and Kung 
Fu fighters didn't get to be that 
graceful, fast or dangerous with- 
out the hard work, the torturous 
discipline, the mental and 
. spiritual preparation that 
precedes performance. 

Sports requires of its 
* adherents a special outlook even. 
Such that the food one eats, the 
company one keeps, the 
activities one indulges in — even 
the recreation one does — should 
not get in the way of, or be 
detrimental to, the effective play- 


ing of one's game. 

Sports is selfless. It is to a cer- 
tain extent, self denial, in order to 
achieve the greater, glory of the 
game, one’s team, one’s conn try, 
and ultimately, one's higher seif. 

Showbiz, on the other hand, 
even if it requires the same 
serious dedication and concen- 
tration as sports does to elevate it 
to the level of art. is relatively 
more carefree, frivolous, and 
plays on personal vanities. 

“Showbiz for fun” is even 
more frivolous, even more 
carefee, and just as v ain. Hie 
company that showbiz keeps is 
glitz and illusion. It thrives on 
flattery, intrigue, gossip and' 
pizazz. 

Because of its nature showbiz 
precludes that its adherents cul- 
tivate a healthy amount of self 
love, keep late nights, irregular 
schedules, and self-indulgent 
habits. Over and above this, 
shooting schedules, taping 
schedules, dubbing schedules 
and personal appearances to 
promotemovies take a lot of time 
away from practice, actual 
games and the all -important rest 
that players need. To get into the 
mood sometimes, performers 
smoke a lot or take tons of coffee. 
Some even go the way of higher 
stimulants to squeeze out the 
creative juices that need to flow. 

Don't get us wrong. We're not 
saying everybody m showbiz 
needs this kind ofuttle help from 
their friends in order to deliver. 
Or that the new initiates to show- 
biz have to tread this psychedelic 
track to qualify. 

What we're saying is that the 
sports and showbiz mileus differ 
quite widely. Sports is spartan in 
its approach. Showbiz track to 



The movie debut of Alvin Patrtmonio, Jerry Codinera and Paul Alvarenz 'Last Two Minutes’ turned out to bea 
~ big hit 


its appr 

qualify. 


What we’re saying is that the 
sports and showbiz mileus differ 
quite widely. Sports is spartan in 
its approach. Showbiz is 
bohemian in its outlook. 

If we are going to be strict 
about things, to be an outstand- 
ing sportsman, one must concen- 
trate fully on the sport and keep 
other distractions away from his 
mm d. If there is showbiz in his 
blood, an athlete must forgetitor 
at least postpone treading that, 
path until much later when his 
sport career is done. One cannot 
serve two masters. One must 
establish one’s priorities. 


But what about the more prac- 
tical viewpoint? It says: Showbiz 
and sports can mix, why not? 

There are, of course, qualifica- 
tions: Like in the case of “Last 
Two Minutes”, shooting was 
done around the free times of the 
players involved. It was the 
movie people who adjusted to the 
players* schedules, for example. 
And modi of the work done on 
the film was done dining die off- 
season. 

Besides, another practical con- 
sideration is: “Kung hindi 
n ray on, kalian?” Will Mother 
Ufy ask you to make a movie 
when you're old and grey? 
You’re only young once. And 
one can never tell when one will 
be as big a hit as one is during a 
particular time. Popularity too 
may fade, and one must catch the 
instant while it is there. 

The reason the three .players 
were approached to make a 
movie was because they are 
. currently the biggest sensations 
of local cagedom. Once their 
popularity dips, what good are 
they in the movies? We must 
re m ember that the film medium 
— especially in the Philippines— 


is after one big thing mainly: 
making it big in the box office. 

And then again there is the 
matter of a very practical con- 
cern: Big Bucks. The movies 
offer much in terms of monetary 
rewards. Besides the talent fees, 
there are bonuses and gifts and 
other incentives. What better 
way is there to make so much 
money in so short a time in such a 
fun way *H«n to make movies? 
Plus there are lovely co-stars to 
sweeten the package to match. 

Besides — this generation of 
cage stars seem naturally cut out 
for fields other than the playing 
arena. Many of them are good- 
looking, with matinee idol looks, 
hunky bods and a charisma 
found only in Tinseltown 
material. Let’s pul it this way: It 
will be hand for today's cagers to 
resist Showbizs' hue. 

Unless one decides he is going 
to be 100 per cent an athlete, of 
course. This means mixing the 
temptations, the practical 
rewards, the hire of Big Bucks, 
the enticement of glamour and 
stardom in another field. 

For sure a serious athlete with 
the favor and zeal of an Olym- 


pian will not have a hard time 
refuting the prospect of more 
gold more fame, and more 
shrieks from another lrind of 
public. e' 

But we are inuring of the ideal 
here. Maybe our athletes are not 
yet mature enough, nor 
dedicated enough to want to 
embrace sports alone and not 
find a mistress in showbiz. 

Maybe too, the showbiz they 
have entered into is just a one- 
shot deal, a temporary arran- 
gement merely to test the waters 
— a fun way to take advantage of 
one's fame and nnhanen one's 
value further. 

Still there are others who say 
players who enter showbiz are 
chrapmg themselves, or lowering 
their standards. Team owners, 
for one, are not very happy about 
tbedeaL 

Who knows, as my Pa-le, Tony 
Lu. is won't to say: “Yanginggit, 
talagang hindi nawawala sa 
tao.” 

I say: If I had a choice, I'd 
prefer it if our athletes did not 
have to go into showbiz because 
somehow it might affect their 
game. 


Ufa 
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Khaosai Galaxy (right, flailing away Kenji Matsumura) may be Cobra Victory Blanca’s next face. 

Blanca shoots for Galaxy 


WILFREDO BLANCA used to be known as Boy. 
He later changed his ring name to Cobra Ari. Now, 
* Blanca is called Cobra Victory. Whatever his han- 
m die, the Philippine junior bantamweight boxing 
champ ion is definitely world-class and on the verge 
of claiming a place m sports history. 

B ianca 7 7, is in line for a crack at the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) crown held by Thai 
Khaosai Galaxy. Los Angeles-based matchmaker 
Pol Tiglao is arranging a Galaxy defense against 
- Blanca sometime in February next in Bangkok. 
Tiglao also set up the bout between Khaosai’s 
brother Khaokor and Filipino challenger Luisito 
Espinosa for the WBA bantamweight throne last 
October. Espinosa halted Galaxy in the first round 
to capture the title. 

According to Gaines and Amusements Board 
(GAB) boxing chief Attorney Eduardo Velasco, 
Blanca is set to stake his Philippine diadem agamst 
top-ranked contender Rey Padones on Jan 20 but 
the match will be cancelled if Tiglao finalizes the 
Galaxy defense. Velasco said the GAB wm give way 
to Blanca’s WBA title crack in the event the Galaxy 

fight materializes. 

-- J *"rthecolour- 


oianca, a Mastxue 

ful Ruben Ortiz, turned pro in July l^. sk jPP“£ 
Boy Cua in Manila. He has complied a actable 30- 
4-2 record, with 1 2 knockouts. Blanra has lost only 
to John Matieza, Ernie Catalima, Espinosa, and 
Loremer Pontino. He was held to draw by Rolando 
Bohol and Virgilio Openo. 

In March 1985 , Blaixxi stoppcdCalalum towrest 
the Philippine bantamweight crown but lost the tide 
in bis fust defense to CataJima on pomts in a 

rematch three months later. 

whipped Edel Geronimo to capture the Philippine 

title in the i 1 5-pound division. „ . 

. Last August. BJanca took a trip to Sapporo and 
^outpomtedJapanese trialhorse Jun Yonesaka. 

Galaxv 30 won't be an easy nut to crack. The 
haSSng'Mhi ruled the |WBA jumoM *n- 
tam weight class since November J984 w hea 
knocked out Eusebio Espinal m Ba^okJHe has 
racked up 12 successful defenses, turimgba^ 

SnihtfS £5 KS 


Fonnentera, Gfl Ragas, Val de Veara and Jim Llano. 
But he nearly lost to de Vera in their 1984 bout De 
Vera floored Galaxy who managed to beat a long 
count and bounced back to halt the Filipino in a 
sudden reversal of fortunes. 

WhiteBlancacfoases Galaxy fora title shot, Bohol 
has set his own sights on the other champions in the 
World Boring council and Intentional Boxing 
Federation. The WBC king is Nana Konadu of 
Ghana While the IBF ruler is Venezuelan Juan Polo 
Perez. 

Make no mistake about it, Grego Garda’s prosp- 
ect Cris Saguid is destinedfor greatness. 

Saguid, 25, is taking on Rally Panagan’s boy 
Trican Panas soon for thcPhilippme featherweight 
title relinquished by newly-crowned Oriental long 
Jojo Cayson. The winner will put his championship 
on the line against third-ranked Voltaire Pacuyan. 

Saguid raised not a few eyebrows when he posted 
back-to-back wins on foreign soil this year. First, he 
outpointed Thai Downmai Sithkodom in Bangkok 
then defeated exoriental champion Byung Soo Park 
in Seoul The streak was snapped by world-rated 
Thai Bansan Torkarchasam last June. 

But since the Bangsan loss. Saguid has picked up 
threestraigfat victories over Boy Masuay, Jun Arbas 
and Joe HSyas. His record is now 21-3-1; with 11 
knockouts. His only setback were to Boy Arriola, 
Ramon Wari and Banpan. 

Experts are predicting a bright fistic future for 
Saguid who is a flexible boxer-puncher with power 
in his mitts. Ifhe takes the Philippine crown, Saguid 
may well be on the way to greater heights. 

Unbeaten IBF mini-flyweight king Eric Chavezts 
shopping around for challengers. GAB boxing chief 
Attorney Educardo Ve lasco said Chavez faDed to 
stake his crown agamst Japanese Masaharu 
Kawakami last Dec S and the Indonesian 
promoters, who hold the option to his first defense, 
have relinquished the rights. 

Chavez is awaiting lads from prospective challen- 
gers and may be pitted against Thailand’s ex- WBC 
straw-weight lung Napa Xiatwanchai early next 
year. Chavez, 27, has registered a 25-0-4 mark, with 
10 knockouts. He has stopped his last five oppon- 
ents. 

Kiatwanebai recently yielded his WBC throne to 
South Korean Choi Chum Hwan on a 12th round 
knockout Hwan was once the IBF junior flyweight 
champion. 


Korina Sanchez 

IN just five years, Korina Sancbez has transformed from being just anothe r 
Masscom student into one of television's well-known personalities. This is 
indeed a great accomplishment for a woman who had no pUutsatallofbccoining 
a newscaster or TV host when she was younger. 

Being a standout in this field, Korina possesses the following qualities which 
are hard to find nowadays: brains, talent and charm. With these, she hosts the 
top-rating morning show, Atagmdmg Umaga Po, in which she is also the 
executive producer. Of course, mere's also her newscasting stint on The World 
Tonight. 

In nite of these major fulfillments, Korina doesn't think of hendf as some 
sort of superwoman even though she’s truly one of television’s female forces. 

“I think I have other potentials that haven't been di sc overed,” reveals 
Korina. “Or, at least, they're still potentials and I still have to use them fuDy at 
the proper time There are things that I still want to do that I haven’t tried. It's 
not for tack of opportunity because the opportunities are always there knock- 
ing. It’s just that I don’t have the time and I don't fed it’s the right time to do 
them.” 

Being in a world in winch socialising is a must, Korina is not that outgoing as 
most people assume. As she herself admits, she's pretty much domesticated, 
often staying home during her leisure time writing letters, wa t c hing television 
and best of all, realing whatever she fancies. 

How does Korina describe hendf? 

“Overall? Well. Fm spiritual. I work hard. I'm not a stereotype. I’m not de 
agon. Tm always searching for truths. Of course, I do have negative points that I 
really don’t want to talk about,” she says. “But I do have some strong points. 
These axe the t hin gs that I would tike to work on some more.” 

Korina reads the Bible and she’s proud to say that most of the basic things she 
lives by are from the Bible. But there’s a particular saying that Korina cooked up 
herself which makes a lot of sense: “If you don’t give more than what you’re 
getting, you will never ever get more.” She explains, “A lot of people just give as 
tnuch as they get. There's always this lootb- for- tooth, and eye-for-an-cye thing 

but generosity still is very rare. You sec, tiring and giving and giving will always 
have good results — tenfold even." ..... 

As a TV newscaster and host, Korina is extremely happy with what she s 
doing. 

“I wouldn’t be doing this if I don’t find meaning in it,” Korina states. “And • 
whenever 1 find meaning in what I'm doing, Tm happy. It's a responsibility. It 
iwiw a lot to me. I think it’s a path that God chose for me to trek. I don’t even 
consider itwork; that’s why I give out so much of myself. It’s network at alL Not 
forme anyway." 

In a business where being pressured all the time is common, Korina admits 
that she’s the type who gets aggravated by people, but not easily. 

“We aD are," she explains, “We're constantly in a pace where we learn to deal 

with other people. Etoedally me. I'm such a perfectionist. I try to perfect what l 
do as much as I can help it. So, 1 tend to expect the same from everybody else. 
Little by little. I'm mellowing. At twenty-five, I have mellowed mainly because 
of all the frustrations ofhaving to deal with other people. In this job, dealingwith 
others is the most difficult aspect. So. yes, I get aggravated but not as much as I 

used to: There’s stiB. room for growth, yon know. 

Focusing on womanhood, she talks about women who defy conservative 
norms such as single parenting, for example. Korina has a lot to say regarding 
this thing. 

“I wouldn’t really call that defiance," she stresses. “In a way, it is. Butmany 
timi^ the w women find themselves in situations that they have treaded blindly. 
TbereareanMtiora thmarefruits of mistakes. There women did not intend tobe 
in these spots. I guess it’s just that they are careless. They become defensive 

about itra they justify it by calling themsdve ‘modem’. Imyself don't believe in 

defying God-dictated institutions and norms. There will always be repercus- 
sions.” , 

She however, that their situation is not Something to judge these 

women by. "There are things that you simply cannot change. So. for there 
women, I can only give my sympathy, and bdp or support-" 

When asked what she thinks is an ideal career woman, Korina makes itapoint 
to define “woman” first. She quotes a poster she once saw: “A womanshould 
always looktike a girl, act like a lady, work like a dog dunk tike a man. That is a 
woman." She adds, “even if you are a career woman, you should know your 
priorities. And if you have a family, I think it should be the number one priority. 
For career women who are single — ]£ke me, for instance— I think a career only 
comes up when you give a hundred per cent oryourrel to it” 

Being a career woman For Korina 
is all in the mind. A career, it’s like 
you're working foryouself.” 

"Honestly, I really don't work for 
myself,” Korina emphasises. "I 
work for whatever cause or whatever 
maiTimg i find in my work and in 
what I do.” 

For those who have dreams of 
becoming a TV newscaster qr hoist 
someday. Korian-can only say. “Be 
yourself. You can't fake it. What you 
Start fairing it, it’s going ro show and 
you’ll never dick.' 

And if you do want to dick, 

“Always abide by die things that 
God has dictated because these 
things, they’re the ones that work-'* 




BANGUED, Abra: Rep. 

Rudolfo Bemardez of this 
province has asked his con- 
stituents to support the pas- 
sage of the Organic Act for the 
Cordillera Autonomous 
Region which would bring 
economic benefits and 
enhance the growth and 
devdopment of the region. 

Bemardez made the 
statement as he urged his peo- 
ple to vote “yes" for the forth- 
coming plebiscite scheduled 
next year, saying this would 
redown to the advantage of 
the five provinces and one city 
in the area. 

He said that once the 
Organic Act of the Cord- 
dillera Autonomous Region 
be ratified by the people, it 
would prop up enormous 
change and devdopment in 
the area considering the 
amount ofPl .5 billion yearly- 
seed capital allotted by the 
national government for the 
next five years, enough to 
promote the economic advan- 
cement in the area. Bemardez 
said. 

This Organic Act, Bemar- 
dez added, would serve as the 
blue-print of development as 
it bolsters the economic well- 
being of the people both in the 
advancement of trade and 
industry and for the 
employment of the people. 

Meanwhile, Bemardez 
lauded the military in his 
province headed by Lt Col 
Eduardo Calderon, Abra 
provincial commander, for 
liberating four remote towns 
in the province which had 
been under NPA-control dur- 
ing the past few months. 

Among the four towns 
liberated by the military are: 
Malibcong. Tineg, Lacuband 
Ucuan all located near the 
boundary of Kalin ga- 
Apayao and Abra provinces. 

* * * 

MANILA: Unlike its repor- 
ted cancer-causing counter- 
parts saccharin and cycla- 
mate, the sweetener “aspar- 
tame” has the approval of 
various health authorities 
world-wide as it has repeat- 
edly passed laboratory tests 
and has been proven safe for 
the body, it was reported. 

This low-calorie, non- 
nutritive sweetener is now 
commonly used in diabetic 
meal plans and is better 
known as “Equal” or 
“NutraswecL” 

In an article published by 
Dr David Horwitz and Jean- 
ine Bauer-Nehrimg and enti- 
tled “Can Aspartame Meet 
Our Expectations?" attri- 
butes of this white, odorless 
substance were discussed. 

According to Horwitz and 
Nehrling, aspartic acid as well 
as smaller amount of meth- 
anol which are used and 
excreted by the body in the 
same way as when they are 
obtained from ordinary 
foods. 

* * • 

OLONGAPO CITY: The 
councils of the four towns of 
the first congressional dis- 
trict of Zambales — Subic, 
Castillejos, San Marcclino, 
and San Antonio — passed 
resolutions, praising and 
thanking Lt Col MacArthur 
Torres, Metropolitan Dis- 
trict Command (Metrodis- 
com) chief, for maintaining 
peace and order during the 
Dec 1 coup attempt 

The resolutions said dur- 
ing those days, Torres, his 
officers, and men checked 
various towns and barrios, 
assuring the people that “the 
situation is normal, and 
there’s nothing to fear.” 

They said such, assurance 
gave them peace of mind. 
They added that Torres, 
checked the prices of prime 
goods. 

* * * 

QUEZON: Brig Gen. 

Alejandro Gaiido, Southern 
Luzon Co mman d chief, has 
ordered PC and Army units 
in Mt Banabaw, particularly 
Task Force Hunter under 
Col Miguel Fontanilla, to 
block the escape of 200 New 
People’s Army rebels who 
raided the Sampaloc, 
Quezon, police station. 

Gaiido, who went under 
knife in the gall blader last 
Dec 14, has returned to his 
job. He said the rebels woun- 
ded five policemen and fled 
with 22 guns. He commen- 
ded his officers and men for 
their loyalty to President 
Aquino. 

• • * 

MANILA: . A town mayor 
and seven members of his 
family were charged recently 
by a small-town lottery 
operator with allegedly 
extorting PI. 9 million from 
him in violation of the anti- 
graft law. 

The complainant com- 
plained to the Ombudsman 
the mayor demanded cash 
under certain terms and con- 
ditions in exchange for being 
allowed to operate the small- 
town lottery in the prorince. 


Through lawyer Bonifacio 
A. Alentajan, the complain- 
ant said a total of 
PI. 938.774.67 was collected 
from him on various 
occasions from April 9 to 

Dec 10, 1989. 

* * * 

MANILA: The National 
Police Commission (Napol- 
com) has awarded Lt Col 
Romeo Maganto, Metro- 
politan Police Field Force, 
the Integrated National 
Police (INP) Special Service 
Medal for gallantry during 
the Dec 1 coup attempt. 

Earlier, Maj Gen. Ramon 
Montano. PC-INP chief, 
had given Maganto the INP 
Wounded Personnel Medal. 

Cicero Campos, Napol- 
com chairman, conferred the 
“rajah” degree on Maganto 
“for having demonstrated 
conspicuous gallantry and 
having been wounded in 
action in leading selected 
members of the Metro- 
politan Police Field Force 
(MPFF) in the control of the 
Makati financial district and 
actively assisting to over- 
come the aborted coup. 

* * * 

MAKATI: Lt Col Remy 
Macaspac assumed his new 
post as Makati police chief, 
replacing Col Aquilino 
Jacob, who was named 
Southern Police District 
(SPD) superintendent by 
Brig Gen Alexander Aguirre, 
Capital Regional Command 
chief and Metropolitan 
Police Force director. 

Macaspac, with a law 
degree from the University 
of the East, was the station's 
investigation division chief 
since 1986. As a lawyer, he 
acted as pre-trial prosecutor 
in court-martial proceedings 
involving policemen. 

Macaspac rose from the 
ranks ofa patrolman and has 
received many awards and 
commendations. He was one 
of the 1989 Ten Outstanding 
Policemen of the year. 

He vowed to continue the 
drive against crime, drug 

abuse, and insurgency. 

« * * 

MANILA: House Minority 
Floor Leader Ali Dimaporo 
urged the government to 
stop its policy depriving 
Muslims of their birthright 
to band together to defend 
themselves in the absence of 
government protection. 

He assailed reports tag- 
ging Him one of the heads of 
102 private armies which 
prompted the House com- 
mittee on constitutional 
amendments to move for an 
investigation. 

“What the military listed 
as 200 men armed with 400 
guns under my alleged com- 
mand is an illusion, the 
product of a fertile but des- 
tructive imagination,*' Di- 
maporo said. He said those 
who made the report “must 
have mistaken me for one of 
the commanders of a private 

army in Luzon.” 

* * * 

MANILA: Licensed dealers 
of two-way radio and other • 
communication equipment 
will be required next week to 
submit regularly an inventory 
of stocks and sale, the 
National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission (NTC) 
said yesterday. 

Acting NTC officer-in- 
charge Florentino Ampil said 
the dealers' reports will be 
compiled and fed into a com- 
puter for systematic, flawless, 
and updated recording sys- 
tem. 

Ampil, NTC deputy com- 
missioner for operations, said 
the approach will help end the 
illegal operations of fly-by- 
night radio dealers and sup- 
pliers in Metro Manila. 

He said he will recommend 
to NTC Chairman Josefina 
Lichayco the creation of an 
NTC- military -police task 
force to check stores belong- 
ing to unscrupulous radio 
dealers. 

* * * 

CAVITE CITY: Lawyer 

Leonardo A. Jose of this city, 
one of the 310 customs 
employees ordered reinstated 
by the Supreme Court, filed 
here last Wednesday a P1.5- 
million damage suit against 
Customs Commissioner Sal- 
vador M' Mison for actual, 
moral, and exemplary da- 
mages as a result of his illegal 
dismissal. 

Docketed as civil case No. 
N-S302 at the regional trial 
court’s fourth [judicial region 
here, Jose assailed Mison for 
creating vaedneues at the 
Bureau of Customs when he 
(Jose) and other employees 
were dismissed last year. 

The court directed Mison 
to answer the complaint 
within 15 days upon receiving 
it. The summons was deliver- 
ed to the sheriff of Manila 
who served-it on Mison at his 
customs office last Wednes- 
day. 


Jose said his case is the first 
damage suit filed against 
Mison. 

* • • 

PARANQUE: A man was 
arrested by the Paranaque 
police for allegedly vandaliz- 
ing the tomb of former sen- 
ator Benigno Aq uino Jr at the 
Manila Memorial Park on 
Sucal Road. 

Police identified the susp- 
ect as Amcl Ballesteros, 27. 
Security guard Freddie Iba- 
nez nabbed Ballesteros while 
destroying the plants around 
the tomb of Aquino. 

Ballesteros is now under 
the custody of the Paranaque 
police, pending the determin- 
ation of his mental health. If 
found fit. Ballesteros will be 
charged, police said. 

Ballesteros said he des- 
troyed the plants around the 
tomb “because I didn't like 
their square arrangement. He 
added he destroyed a bulb 
over the tomb "because the 
tomb should be exposed." 

■ * • 

MANILA: Rep. Samuel M. 
Dangwa (Benguet) predicted 
that the people in his district 
will reject the organic act for 
the creation of the Cordillera 
Autonomous Region in the 
forthcoming plebiscite on the 
measure. 

"I believe lhal the people of 
my province will overwhel- 
mingly vote 'no' to the 
propose Cordillera auton- 
omous region because they 
fully realize that its approval 
will slow down instead of 
speeding up the development 
of the province,” Dangwa 
said. 

“The autonomy would re- 
sult in too much bureaucracy 
and red tape,” he said. 

Dangwa said that it would 
be belter for his province to 
wait for the implementation 
of the Local Government 
Code which prorides that 
benefits will be directly chan- 
neled to the provinces. 

Dangwa expressed donbt 
over the approval of the act 
because of two other reasons: 
Administrative cost would 
high because of so many offi- 
cials and personnel; and it 
would spawn divisiveness 
among the non-tribal groups 
such as the Ilocanos, Taga- 
glogs, andPangasinenses who 
would feel that they are dis- 
criminated upon. 

* m m 

PASAY CITY: Some 

P500.000 worth of property 
went up in smoke yesterday 
afternoon when a fire of 
undetermined origin des- 
troyed a residential area in 
this city. 

No one was reported in- 
jured during the one-hour 
fire. 

An investigation showed 
that aboutl :45pm yesterday, 
a thick smoke was seen com- 
ing out of the house occupied 
by a certain Rene and located 
inside Che Maximo Tolentino 
compound at 570 Secundo 
St., Pasay City. 

Maximino Alcantara, 58, a 
resident in the compound, 
said that the occupants were 
out of the house when the fire 
broke oul 

Pfc Bill Caneo, officer-on- 
case, said that the fire razed 
nine houses. It was placed 
under control at about 2:45 
pm. 

* * * 

PARANQUE: At least three 
persons were hurt in a PS- 
million fire that destroyed 70 
houses Paranque. 

Col Omar PascuaJ, South- 
ern Police District Fire 
superintendent, identified 
those injured as Alberto de 
Leon, 57; Sgt Jacob Valen- 
zuela, Sucat, Paranque sub- 
station fire commander; and 
Capt Edgardo Vicente, Pa- 
ranaque fire station comman- 
der. 

Pascual said the fire razed 
70 houses on First, Second, 
and Third streets in Barangay 
Sto Nino, Paranaque. 

Police suspected the fire 
was caused by faulty electrical 
wiring. 

Police said the fire started 
in the house of Virgilio Mag- 
talas, 51, of 4119 Bid St., 
barangay Sto. Nino, Paran- 
aque. Lack of fire hydrants 
worsened the situation. 

* + * . 

GENERAL SANTpS CITY: 
Suspected separatist rebels 
destroyed the Kibabwe- 
Tacurong power transmis- 
sion tower in Buluan. 
Maguindanao, causing a 
blackout in four provinces 
and four cities in Mindanao. 

Solomon Munasque, Na- 
tional Power Corp. (Napo- 
cor) spokesman for south- 
western Mindanao, said that 
lawless elements rawed off the 
base of transmission tower 
No 48 in barangay Kayaga, 
Buluan. Maguindanao at 
about 2 am yesterday. 

As a result, power failure 
hit Maguindanao, Sultan 
Kudarat. North Cotabato, 
and South Cotabato, and the 
cities of Cotabato and Gen- 
eral Santos. 
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HE INVENTED A 
TERRIFIC VEGETABLE 
PEELER THAT COULD 
6V0vl PEEL A » 
WATERMELON 


PHsigpi 

l» t Wi lfc. jjlbi w 




I JU^T 
5AVEP 
Trie LAST 
OF THE PUM, 
HAS'AP > 


WELL.'iePlJtL JU^r HAVE 
\To TBIL THB MEH THIS 
IS AN EMEPf&EMCY 


IF WE COI^T FlNP LA^P WEUL. 

HAVE TO SfZEA^ INTO OJI2 SUPPLY 
OF PElNKlNgr WATEP 



WHAT HAFF6NEI7* 
AGATHA? 


WE HAP A 
LUNCH&PN 
AfVoiNTM£NT! 


EO««V, C.F.--J K££P 
. FOfZSeTTlNS 
THING* — ^ 


i think; i’m ** 
ove« PRAWN AT TH£ 
MEMORY , 

0ANK{ 



WHATSA , eeRvlLOA■HK&H , ? 


YoJte Nevae eatem F&svteMreD ohicns eeftppe ? 


7L. 


own tmuoorrwcw-Kit® 



THE l£0HAT5 CAEEFULIY 
5RJPy THE STONGE l/ISrTDf?5 
WUO'VE CCWE to 7WEJJ? 
weu? RX A VACATION, 



mu A2 EH 'T 

>£Xl GLA£? I / 

dragged veu/ 

TO THAT S 
SUBAtfUANAUT 

TEAMING oass. 


HA- I'Ll BET ytDU 
JUST WiWED 
SOMEONE ABOUND 
WMO'P PH01&EEAPH 
S yOUR CATCHES / ' 





QOREN BRIDGE ,.:^3 


BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QLTZ 

Q.1-AS south, vulnerable, >ou Q.4-* South, vulnerable. r*r 


ACROSS 
1 Amber or 
lumber follower 
5 H or T feature 
10 "Candida" 
playwright 

14 Fashion 
magazine 

15 Madrid museum 

16 Wear's 
companion 

17 Reprobate 

18 Kitchen device 

19 Art Deco 
illustrator 

20 Withhold 
22 Hold back 

24 “Exodus" 
author 

25 Scripture 

26 — eye on 
29 Bars 

33 Face of Pirates 
fame 

34 Maestro's 
concern 

35 Ironic 

36 Swiss capital 

37 Observes 

38 Small hill, 
old style 

39 Yoko 

40 "Mr. Television” 

41 60 minutes, in 
Marseilles 

42 Publicans. 
Chicago style 

44 “Am I my 
brother's — ?” 

45 Skiers' mecca 

46 Kind of tide 

47 Persist 
50 Averts 

54 Twist out of 
shape 

55 Show the cold 

57 Et — : and 
others 

58 Scotto specialty 
'59 Saki 

60 Drying chamber 

61 Hostelries 


62 Pop musician 
— John 

63 Elysium 

DOWN 

1 Sap 

2 Lotion 
ingredient 

3 Holmes 
discovery 

4 Remain 
informed 

5 Back trouble 

6 Ambler and 
Blora 

7 — of lamb 

8 Cyprinid food 
fish 

9 Permanently 

10 Candy, in 
Britain 

11 Orchestral 
instrument 

12 — spumante 

13 "Say — " 

21 Jenny’s cry 
23 Montreal 

player 
25* Arizona 
State U. 
site 

26 Skewer 
specialty: 


Var. 

27 Turgenev 
heroine 

28 Mistake 

29 Parts of ships' 
hulls 

30 Confess 

31 Arrow poison 

32 Key worker 

34 U. of Md. 

players 

37 Watches do it 

38 Memento 

40 Composer 
Bartok 

41 Jalopy 

43 Lambdas’ 
forerunners 

44 Continue 

46 Comb, form 
with surgeon 

47 River in 1957 
film 

48 Merit 

49 “ — go bragh" 

50 Superman's 
alter ego 

51 Smelly 

52 Kind of cabinet 

53 Sibelius, 
for one 

56 —de-sac 


hold: ___ 

♦ 106 7 K 1063 0QJ92 *Q92 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond. 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ 106 . K1063 QJ92 *Q92 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3— .As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

♦ 106 7 K 1063 QJ92 *Q92 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


hold: -'ll ! 

♦ Q98532 W . 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wert • 

1 Pass I * P»» . : 

2 * Puss ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South jwa' 

hold: ^ ,.^1 

♦ A KQJ1085 KS #J*34 

The biddine has proceeded: 

North East South Wctf - ^ 

Pass Pass ? 

What is your ripening bid? 

Neiilicr \ulncrablc, as Souths 

vou hold: ••• 

♦ 72 KQ 109542 _■ 954 *6. 

Partner opens the bidding with oner/ 
no trump. Wha: do you resptmd? . 


KB/S CUT 



ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


__ ■ 

0010 0000 00011 
0000 00110 0000O 
0000001100 00000 
00000000 000000 
000 0000 0000 
0000 0000 „ 
00000 00000 000 
000 0000000 0OO 
000 00000 00000 
0000 0000 
□000 00OO H0I3 
000OE0 00000000 
00D0O 000000000 
00000 0O00 000Q 
000O O0O0 0O0 


Eit$: 


£2Sk 


"It’s oar office party 

today. Tetl me, do you „ 

mink tills tie goes with 
s my underpants?"* ** * 




f 


'I've been bit pretty 
’hart! By xharttte tiiese. r\ - 

larf-few weeks!” - ’■ 

n wt~, fUrt-tl 



You win find it easier to keep 
your mind off gloomy thoughts. 
You should not do anything that 
might embarrass your partner. Do 
something different but not too 
novcL Be smart. 


J Taurus 

Apr* 21 - Vhf 2t 


There will be some confusion at 
fust but you will be able to sort it 
out. You should not make changes 
just for the sake of change. 
However, do make changes where 
they are needed. Be generous. 


You wifi fed more like your old 
self. Try not to allow others to get 
the better of you. If you expect 
more than you deserve you will be 
sorely disappointed. You will tire 
more easily, take all the rest you 
require without becoming 
indolent. Be tolerant 


> Leo 

Mf SI - *1 


You wiU not be in the best of 
moods gT|f f should make an effort 
not to upset others notwithstand- 
ing. Do not let others make a fool of 
you. However, do novmake a fool 
of yoursdf other. Be forgiving. 


You should do all you can to 
maintain your health and avoid 
doinganythingyou know is bad for 
it. Do not attempt to do too many 
things all at once. Resist against 
acting on the spur of the moment. 
Be true to your word. 


Scorpio 

OdU-NnS 


You might have some good luck, 
but you should not rely on it unless 
and until it takes places. You will 
have an int ere st in g and sti m ul a t in g 
experience. You will be rather dis- 
inclined to do something that has to 
be done. Be sensible. 



There will be plenty of distrac- 
tions but do what has to be done 
first. You should not pay too much 
attention to the opinion of other*, 
not ignore ibera altogether. Do not 
expect something for nothing. 


aura 

Aquarius 
y ■*“ 31 ‘ f * br ” 

This is an important day where 
your private life is concer n ed. Do 
not do anything that yon bad xml' 
considered carefully first. Avoid 
doing anything that you know 
would annoy your neighbours. Do 
uot make changes just for the sake 
of change. Be fair. 



If you do uot mean it do not say 
it. You should spend a little white 
dealing with persanal mhtters- Do 
not idle but do not be in too greata 
hurry either. Be sincere. 


The influences are mixed and 
you are subject to a spate of 
nervosity. You should avoid too 
many small snacks in between 
meals. Something you did not 
believe was will now prove possi- 
ble. Be merdfoL 


You are all too liable to wait until 
the last minute. If you do not over- 
come the trend you will regret it 
Your lucky numbers are 10 and 24. 
You will tend to be a little too 
ambitions, but that is still better 
than being indifferent Be respect- 
ful 


You should not attempt to do 
too many things all at once. Avoid 
anything that involves electricity 
unless you realty know whax you' 
are doing. Make sure you do not 
spend more than you earn. Be reha- 



'\ don't know what this is, but it's new 
and improved, so it must be good!” 


"Your head's rejecting your hair 
transplant 1 . 11 
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fOR ftfiHI 


Villas, half villas, tkrts, 
complete buildings, 
offices and stores. 
Also villas for 
embassies. 


Al Deerah Pearl Real 
Estate 

Tel. 2424333, 
2414333. 



WANTED 

Professional lady 
teacher 

required to leach 
cutting and sewing of 
Pakistani/Indian 
dresses around Mangaf 
area. 

Contact 3727196 


Wanted 


Professional lady 

teacher 

required to teach 
cutting and sewing of 
Pakistani/Indian 
dresses at home. 

Contact 3727196 


FOR SALE 


PREFAB Housing Unit; 
Size 12 x 12 m; made of 
Wood ; Indudes Kitchen 
andW.C. 

Call: Eng. Adrian 
Tel. 4344467 
between: 

8 :0Q am and 1 : 00 pm 


■ ’V I 


FLATS TO LET 


N j 


•r 

n * 


f 





()2-BED ROOM 

\1 — BIG SITTING ROOM WITH . 

BALCONY 
2— TOILETS 
1 — KITCHEN 

AC CENTRAL -DE LUXE - 
REASON ABLE RENTS 

CONTACT OWNER: MR. IDRIS 
PHONE 9010329 - 3900542 j'' 

|9:00 AM - 1:00 PM and 8:00 - 


tA» 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A multi company seeks due to continuous 
growth of activities 

An Accountant 

with the following qualifications and 
experience: 

— 5 years' experience 
— Preferably with knowledge in 
computers and systems 
— Transferable residence essential 

For consideration, please send your C. V . 
and copies of supporting documents to: 

Personnel Manager 
Ref: AA 01-89 
P.O.Box 1246 Safat 
13013 Safat 
Kuwait 




CCOMMODATION 


Wanted 


Accommodation required 

for a young man to share with an 
iged foreign family. Tele. Mr 
foaham, 5387767. 3-8 pm. 

[ GAT2-51 184-3) 

CITY/SHARQ. a bachelor from 
Bombayrequires an independent 
room to share with a family. Tele. 
£429131, 2468763. 9am-5.30pm. 

(AT2-51 185*3) 

Available 




- ? - 
J 


5ALWA. House No 196. Block 

4o. 7. Area 4. One room with tele/ 

vater/eleetricity, for a family/ 
ache lor to share with 
amity. Bus routes 34. 102. Rent 
©50. Tele. 561 1243. 

(AT6-51162-3) 

©WAIT City. opp. Alghanim 
*harmacy. single room for a sirv- 
|le person to share with a small 
amcly. Tele. 241 3694. 6-9pm. 

(ATI-51 169*2) 

(UWATT City. Sharp, behind the 
Trdous G'nema. House No. 117. 
Accommodation for a family- 
Vefe. 2432169. 

(AT6-51 156-3) 
>ALMIYA. Accommodation in an 
ipartment for 2 working ladies to 
hare with a Filipino family. Tele. 
528240. 

(AT6-YF-TM-3) 
1NTAS. Accommodation in a 
eparate finished room for a 
iiipino couple or 2 working gi | '* s - 
ele. 3726954. 

CAT6-51 144-3) 


ABBASIYA, 2 bedroom flat fully 
furnished with tele, facilities for 4 
months from Feb 1. Reasonable 
rent Tele. Nizar, 2449967. 8am- 
2pm: Mahmoud, 2425844, 4-9pm. 

CAT2-51 188-1) 

FOR SALE 

Miscellaneous 

2 SEATER sofa, ikea system 210 
cupboards, single bed. (Sultan- 
ikea) refrigerator and other 
household items. All are in brand 
new condition. Tele. 5335734. 
mornings. 48301 28, 4-7 pm. 

(AT2-51 180-3) 

TOSHIBA TV 20" two system. 
UHF antenna, rotor. JVC video, 5 
system. Frigidiare fridge 14 cuft 
new unused and single wooden 
cot- Tele. Sundar. 4843025. 
4843825. 

(AT2-51 187-2) 

CAIRO Street, Hawallc. One 
bedroom apartment with 2 AC 

split units and other rtfime for sale. 

Present rent KDl 10. Tele. Harish 
Sharma. 4832599. 7arr>-4pm. 

(ATI -51 1733) 

Cars 


TOYOTA Cressida 1983. AC. 
fully automatic, stereo AM/FM. 
white, insured up to Oct '90. in 
excellent condition. KD1000. 
Tele. Anwar, 561 6742 

(AT&51 153-2) 

HYUNDAI Stellar Prima 1987, 
AC fully automatic, white, 53,000 
kms. in excellent condition. 
KD1600 cash. Tele. 5638508, 2- 

l0pm " (AT2-511863) 


WANTED 


First-class 
Carpenter for 
furniture 

Tel: 5740774 
5741227 

r Teacher 
Required 

To teach child of 7 years 
with learning disability 
studying in Junior class of 
an English school. 

Tuition required for one 
hour from Saturday to 
Wednesday. 

Contact Mrs Hhd betwee n 
9.30 are aadl 2.30 pa. 

V Tit: 1 20 10222 J 


'I 

w 0 • j / 


National 

Institute 

announces coRfin-jcfion of 
rucrstraTion '•:? me .y.iuccitiunal 


f 


1 . Computer Studies: 


Comprehensive and partial 
courses. 


2. Exocuttvc Secretory 


I 


3. Commercial Studies: 


Comprehensive course for M 
six months- partial courses^? 


4. Typing and Telex 


■ Normal — etectnoal and 

■ electronic typing machines.. 


5. Design and Tailoring: 


I Theory and practical. 




6 English ond Arabic 
Lnnguogos tor non Arabs 


FOr beginners and advanced 
levels. New course In TOffL 




7. Air Tickets sales ond 
reservations: 



DATSUN Sunny '83 white, with 2 
doors, hatchback and AC, in 
good working condition. KD250. 
Tele. 5735446. after 4 pm. 

(AT6-51 1553) 
PORSCHE 928S, late 1983, 
maroon with leather interior, full 
options, in excellent condition. 
KD 7,250. Tele. 5635630 9am- 
1pm, 3.30-8pm. 

(ATI -51 174-25 

VOLVO 760 GLE 1985 model, 
dark grey with black interior, fully 
automatic. ' 66000 kms, in 
excellent condition. KD2950. 

Tele- 5744017, 5744018. 

(AT2-51 1373) 

LANCER 78 model blue, insured 
up to Oct 30. 1990. in good condi- 
tion. Tele. Ismail. 2417482. 9am- 
12.30 & 4.30-7,30 pm. Fax 
2450769- 

(AT2-51 1 7735 

Computers 

APPLE JIG brand new, floppy 
disk built-in and green monitor, 
stand and software. KD195 only. 
Tele. Nizar. 5656962 

, • CAT6-511633) 

SITUATIONS 

Wanted 

PART-T8viE maid available from 
4-6 pm, Wednesdays and Scff> 
days. Tele. 5620354. 

(ATI-51167-3) 


Vacant 


MAD required for a 'small family 
with 1 child full-time in Salmiya 
Tele. Nizar, 5656962. 

(AT6-51 163-3) 



pmce 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 
flats, complete 
jbuildings, offices ti 
all areas in Kuwaiti 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592. 
2406593 


REQUIRED 
Aa electric 
welder 

Must have transferable 
residence. 

Gulf Neon 

Shuwaikb, St No. 19, Opp. 
Ben Nakbi Garage. 

Tet 4811415 


REQUIRED 


HARDWARE 
SALESMAN 
Must have - 
transferable 
residence 
Tel.4831992 


f Intertor dMigntlrm ' 

requires 

Inferior 

Designer 

★ 3-6 years' local mperience. 

★ Wtth experience in design 
presentottonwwKwcxWng 
drawings and graphics. 

.★ Transferable work penult. 

Co ma rt telepioee We.: 24301«2 
tm apfiuiiKNi/Hiienw Irens 

00.06- 12.00 m. 



^BZQUMED:^ 

IMMEDIATELY 

Electrical 

Engineer 

Experienced In security 
Installation work. 

Phono: 4835708/9 
4949746 


REQUIRED 

1) Salesgirls 


■Hflivlsallolf oaly. 

2) Dressmakers/ 


Free 

accommodation. 
Tel: 372-3264 


Want to 
know about 

Q§U» 

Gall lie! 

Understanding 

Islam 

Bookshop 

® 2408170 
AWQAF COMPLEX 
Books In 61 languages 


MAID required, Filipino, for a 
European family to live-in. Must 
have transferable residence. Tele. 
5316388. after 4pm. 

(AT2-51181-3) 


SERVICES 


Baby Sitting 


BABY-SHTING with nursery, KG 
classes, tuition from 2 years of 
age. given by a graduate Indian 
lady at home at Hawaii!. Tele. 
2647490, 8 am -1pm. 

(AT6311523) 

Tuition 

MATHS,, physics and chemistry 
for GCE CAL) and GCSE. Tele. 
5331867. 

' (ATI-51 168-2) 
KG to VII Std classes in all 

subjectegivenbyanexperienced 
graduate teacher at home beside 
the Palestine Pharmacy in Hass- 
awiya. Tele. 431 6203, after 4 pm. 

(AT6-51 154-3) 
INDIAN, MA. experienced tea- 
cher offering tuition in Maths. 
Hindi, English, Urdu eta All levels 
at her residence near Amman 
Street Tele. 561 0457 any time- 
(ATI 31 1643) 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


International Freight 
Forwarder 

★ World-wide door to door 
service 

★ Customs Clearance 

★ Packing-Forwarding 

★ Ak- Sea -Trucking 


T" 


Step into the future 


LEA8H ABOUT COMPUTERS 


COURSE 


houm 


I MlmOUClIM TO BM PC 
MUENTMY 


WOW PNCDHMa (HIMUM) 
■ftnoTOLOiwm 
MOOT OMUBtr 


iWanw-iM-mnu 


UJWWaoML 


/Technical collaborations 
for manufacturing 
continuous length 
. roofing material and 
decorative 

prefabricated building 
panels In Gulf state. 

Contact: P.O. Box 51, 
Maplewood, N.J. 
s. 07040 USA. 


Motto AEoomfcot 

Container 

Service 

to 

Canada, USA, Delhi, Bombay, 
Cochin, Madras, Mangalore It 
Bangladesh 

Contact 


MrMndhavan 
Phone 241 7758, 2417762 
or Res 2445787 


If^ REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 




• Unskilled workers 

• Skilled painters 

With transferable residence 

Tel: 2452874-2452875 


STUDIO ALMOAMEN 

1 SOUK ALWATYA, Tel: 2439400 



1 Cameras, albums, films etc. 


Bring a film get a gift photograph 


Try us for picture taking 


I Civil ID. photos, wedding and children's 
photos, photos for all occasions. 


1ST TIME IN KUWAIT — DIFFERENT POSE PHOTOS 


FOR RENT 

Entire building in Abu Halifa 
or apartments consisting of: 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a 
sitting room and a kitchen 
provided with a central AC 
system, also with a central video 
system and a swimming pool; and 
all at reasonable rents. 

We have also different buildings and 
apartments in different areas of 
Kuwait. 

For more information call: 

2466880 am; 5613917 pm. 



FRENCH. English and Hindi at 
home. Std X, all desses, upto Std 
V given by an experienced tea- 
cher. Tele. Mrs Sawe. 5617932. 

CAT6-51 143-2) 

Transport 

PERSIAN kittens with CFA regis- 
tration papers for sale. tele. 
5315604. 

(ATI -51 166-3) 

LOST 

REQUIRED from Sharq, Firdous 
Cinema to Canada Dry Street 
behind the mosque to reach work 
at 8 am and return 5 pm. Thurs- 
days 2 pm. Tele. Fernandes. 
4832698. 4832644. 8 am - 5 pm. 

CAT6-51 146-3) 

FEMALE Siamese cat lost in 
Jabriya January 10th 1989. Ans- 
wers to the name of Sophie. Tele. 
4836021. 

(AT6-51 133-3) 

WANTED 

PETS 

LADIES do you have any hardly 
worn trendy Western styled 


KITTEN. 4 beautiful black kittens. 
Free to good home. Tele. 
3714725. 8am-9pm. 

CAT2-511803) 


> not want? Well, we 
will buy them for cash. Tel. 
2633756. any time. 

(AT2-51 192-3) 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 24000151 


• njdmu iwa re tun ww« wiuwn 


SP£C:*l. OFFERS fOS JCNUAfr' 


7 CompuBase’“ 

/ 2407S86. SAUflYACOMHEX. Ml. tt \ 


Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh 2401 S08- 2407677 
2451480 - 2451476 
FAX 2403280 

The All Real Estate 




REQUIRED 

Fora ComaWsg Engineering Arm 

Extra Voltage 
Inspector 

Must have at least 1 0 years' 
experience In similar field and be a 
graduate of technical school. 

Who whh C.V. to: P.O. BOX 3834 
Safat, 13039 Kuwait. 




Al-Naaeeb & Khattar 


IB A KAMI KAPAG 
CARGO ANG 
PI NAG - U SAP AN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

& 484-6009- 


CS2 


r-r-s j I T 

Al-Naqeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 


Airfreight your personal effects 
...ECONOMICALLY 

48 4-6009 ^ 

GETTING BORED7 ^ 
LEARN TO BOWL! 

Kuwait International Hotel offers a superb 8- 
lane fen-pin bowling alley — fhe only one in 
Kuwait. Open everyday from 9:00 am to 
1 1 :00 pm. Expert instructor also available. 
Bookings at 2530000 ext 8051/8050 


15k 


□ 


rr^^FOR PACKING & 
FORWARDING 

BY AIR AlL OVER THE WORLD 

contact m-sntunN co. 


SPECIAL SHIPPING SERVICE TO 

BOMBAY, COLOMBO, COCHIN, 
MADRAS & MANGALORE. 


DOOR TO DOOR M A Mil A 
SERVICE TO IVIMIHI LM 


SHUWAIKH S 4737723. 4734960. 4737983, 4740886. 
CITY © 2433356, 2413740 FAHAHEEL S 3927885 


A second branch of CLEOPATRA shop in Holiday Inn 
Hotel Is now In Kuwait International Hotel 

Aladdin Antiques Offers souvenir 

★ Old gramophone. 

★ Beautiful art woric. 

★ Handicraft work. 

★ Old compass. 

★ Old silver vase. 

★ Pearl wotk. 

★ Imitation Jewellery. 



For enquiries coll 
2590000 ext 5064 


AND MANY MORE ITEMS 



TimES 

CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 

2 insertions KD 4 . Three insertions KD5 

Conditions: 

1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on this coupon, or 
preferably, completed at the Arab Times office between 8.30 a jh. 
— 1 p.m. and 430 — 6 pan. 

2. To complete die coupon, follow the sequence of the informa- 
tion given in above printed advertisements, for desired section 
heading. AD advertisements wfll be printed according to Arab 
Times format and are subject to editing. 

3. Advertisements must not exceed 25 words including name 
and telephone number. 

4. Text must be typed or clearly printed. No alterations or 
cancellations will be made after publication. 

5. Advertisements of personal nature involving business tran- 
sactions will not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 
isements. 

6. The Arab Times is not responsible for postal delays. 

Section heading 

Sender’s Name 

Address 

Telephone 


Coupons and payment must be mailed to: 
ARAB TIMES CLASSIFIEDS 
P.O. BOX: 2270 
13023 SAFAT KUWAIT. 
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Australia take first innings lead 


Taylor, Jones hit half tons 


ADELAIDE, Australia, Jan 20, 
CReuter): Half centuries from 
Mark Taylor and Dean Jones 


L and put them in a command- 
ing position against Pakistan on 
the second day of the second 
cricket Test today. 

At the dose Australia were 259 
for five in reply to Pakistan's first 
innings total of 257. 

Jones, whose previous top 
score in eight inning s against 
Pakistan was 21, was 67 not out 
after batting for more than three 
hours. He had an escape on 19 
when he was dropped off 
paceman Wasim Akram. 

Opener Taylor, who scored a 
century and a half century in the 
first Test won by Australia, hit 77 
to take his total Test runs for the 
season past 500. 

. Australia resumed at 10 for no 
wicket without opener Geoff 
Marsh, who broke a thumb while 
taking a catch yesterday and 
dedded against batting. 

Marsh, who only returned to 
international cricket in the first 
Test against Pakistan after miss- 
ing three Tests earlier in the 
season with a broken toe, was six 
not out overnight 

David Boon joined Taylor and 
helped put on 82 for the first 
wicket before being lbw to 
Wasim for 29. 



victim when he was out for 12, 
caught trying to hook with the 
score on 216. 

Peter Taylor joined Jones to 
guide Australia to a two-run first 
innings lead and was 14 not out 
Pakistan were missing three 

players in the field. SaKm Malik, 
who only recently joined the tour 
after recovering from tonriHtis, 
broke a thumb when hit by 
bowler Merv Hughes yesterday, 
vice captain Javed Mian dad has 
a bade injury and opener Shoaib 
Mo hammad has a groin injury. 

Scoreboard 

PAKISTAN Cm innings 257 
(Javed Miandad 52, Wasim Akram 
52 C. Rackemann four for 40) 
AUSTRALIA first innings (over- 
night 10 for no widest) 

G. Marsh retired hurt.... 6 

M. Taylor lbw b Imran 77 

D. Boon lbw b Wasim 29 

A. Border b Waqar 13 


D. Jones not out" 67 

S. Waugh lbw b. Wasim. 17 

I. Healy e-sab (Maqsood Ran&) b 
Waqar 12 


P. Taylor not out — 14 

Extras (lb- 1 1 nb- 1 3) 24 

Total (five wickets) .259 


Taylor (left) and Jones; took Pakistani bowlers to task 


Border, playing his record defend a short ball from Waqar Wasim trapped Steve Waugh 
50th Test as Australian captain. . Younus but deflected it onto his lbw for 17 ana wicketkeeper Ian 
was out for 1 3 when he tried to stumps and was bowled. 


Healy became Waqar’s second 


Fall of wickets:I-82 3-1 13 3-1564- 
1885-216 

To bad M. Hughes, G. Campbell, 
C. Rackemann 

Bowling (to date): Wasim 32-6-81- 
2 (nb-7), Waqar 20-3-50-2 (nb-3X 
Mushtaq 22-4-65-0, Imran 10-2-27-1 
(nb-3). Tauseef 8-0-25-0. 


$100,000 offer 
fails to inspire 
world records 


LOS ANGELES, Jan 20, 
(Reuter): A bonus offer of 
$100,000 for a world best in the 
mile that attracted runners such 
as Abdi Bile of Somalia and 
Paula Ivan of Romania failed to 
produce fast times at the Los 
Angeles Invitational Indoor 
Track Meet yesterday. 

Bile, the men’s world 1,500 


metres champion, finished fifth 
foi 


in a slow four minutes 3.01 
seconds. American Steve Scott 
won the mile in 4:01.29 — far 
from the indoor best of 3:49:78 
set by Ireland's Eamonn Cogh- 
lan in 1983. 


In the women’s mile, Patti Sue 
Plumer outpaced Romania's 
Violeta Beclea to win with a time 
of 4:33.01 after Ivan, the Olym- 
pic 1,500 metres champion, 
dropped out at about 500 yards 
after suffering a sprained left 
ankle on the track’s curb. 

“Understandably, she (Ivan) 
is not in the form that she was last 
summer, but the track here is not 
great Plumer said. 

In other events, Canada's 
Angela Bailey won the women's 
50 metres with a meet record time 
of 6.34 seconds. 


Rebels’ tour gets off to ugly start 


Greg Foster captured the 
men’s 50-metre hurdles, i n a meet 
record of 6.45 seconds. 

Doug Padilla came from 
behind to edge Brian Abshire in 
the men’s 3,000 metres with a 
time of seven minutes 47.65 
seconds. 

“The time was about 10 
seconds faster than I thought it 
would be, which is really exciting 
for so early in the season,” 
Padilla said. 

Diane Dixon, who holds the 
world indoor best, easily cap- 
tured the women's 440 yards at 
53.18 seconds. 


Olympic bronze medallist 
Larry Myricks won the men’s 


long jump at 8.20 metres and 
France's Thierry Vigneron won 
the men’s pole vault at 5.60 
metres. 


Five cities 


shortlisted 


NEW YORK. Jan 20, (Reuter): 
Five cities remain in the running 
for the four places allocated to 
European teams in the world 
League of American Football 
(WLAF) which begins play next 
year, a WLAF executive said yes- 
terday. 

Joseph Bailey, WLAF 
executive vice president, told a 
sports industry seminar that the 
four European spots in the 12- 
team League would be chosen 
from London, Frankfurt. Milan, 
Barcelonaand Paris. 

Previously the list also included 
Rome, Madrid, Amsterdam and 
Dublin. 

Six of the other teams will be 
located in US cities, with one 
each in Mexico and Ca n ad a — 
probably Mexico City and Mon- 
treal. 

“So far. New York is the only 
city definitely decided,” Bailey 
said. 

He explained that the final 
selection would depend on such 
factors as stadium and playing 
facilities, spectator base and the 
qualifications of prospective 
owners of the clubs. 

The team will be divided into 
three divisions playing a 20-game 
season starting in March. The 
division winners and runner-up 
with the best record will advance 
to the playoffs. 


JOHANNESBURG, Jan 20, 
(Reiiter): Police beat and tear- 
gassed black demonstrators at 
Johannesburg's Jan Smuts Air- 
port yesterday, an ugly start to a 
much-pilloried South African 
tour by rebel English cricketers 
who arrived hours later. 

Ten people were arrested and 
an unknown number Injured, 
some by police dog bites,' in the 
confrontation outside the inter- 
national terminal where about 
1 50 singing and chanting demon- 
strators had gathered. 

Anti-apartheid campaigners 
have vowed to disrupt the seven- ■ 
week tour by the 16 cricketers, 
who are being paid an average of 
£100,000 ($160,000) each for the 
current tour plus another next 
season. 

The captain of the rebel team, 
Mike Gatting. indicated his dis- 
quiet over the police action, 
which appeared to fly in the face 
of a lenient policy towards 
peaceful protest introduced last 
year by President F.W. de Klerk. 

“Obviously we are unhappy 
that, if it was a peaceful demon- 
stration, it was disrupted,” he 
told a news conference minutes 
after his arrival. 

“Geoff Dakin, president of the 
South African Cricket Union 
(Sacu), said there- was no ques- 
tion of the tour being cut short 

“The tour will run its course,” 
he told reporters. 

At the news conference an 
official of the National Sports 
Congress, which is leading the 



Gatting (left) and All Bacher address a 
press conference. (Reuter wi rephoto) 


A S. African policeman arrests the ■ " ' 
..Reuter photographer. (Reutefcwicephoto); 


anti-tour campaign, handed 
organisers a document spelling 
out objections to the visit 

Winnie Mandela, wife of jailed 
black leader Nelson Mandela, 
was among prominent anti-apar- 
theid figures who went to the 
airport to underscore the strong 
feelings whipped up by the tour. 

She wasted no time in linking, 
the rebel trip to the entire future 
of South Africa, saying the police 
action cast doubt on the sincerity 
of De Klerk's initiatives to 
reform apartheid. 

Mrs Mandela said the violence 
had grave implications for 
current discussions which the 


African National Congress 
(ANC) guerrilla movement was 
holding in Lusaka to decide its 
attitude towards the De Klerk 
government. 

“We may very well have to 
reconsider our stand,” she told 
an impromptu news conference 
in the terminal, where whiffs of 
tear gas lingered. 

Nearby, white bystanders in 
the airport who support the tour 
got into furious arguments with 
blacks and ethnic Indians who 
condemn it. Scores of police, 
some with dogs, made sure 
violence did not recur. 

Mrs Mandela and other activ- 


ists have promised more anti- 
tour actions, such as invading 
pitches and harassing the players 
in their hotels. 

Some activists said that while 
they were unhappy with 
violence, they were pleased with 
the outcome of the protest. 

“This will show the people of 
the world what the police in 
South Africa are up to,” one said. 

Ali Bacher. Sacu managing 
director and mastermind of the 
tour, said he was confident of its 


success. 

“I am sure that emotions will 
dissipate and cooler heads will 
prevail,” he said. 



NHL games 


Hartford Whalers' Ron Francis 
(left) and Kevin Dineen (centre) 
attack the net . as Calgary 
Flames’ goalie Mike Vernon 
makes a lunging stick save in a 
National Hockey League game 
in Hartford, Connecticut, on 
Friday. The game ended in a 3-3 
draw. Right: Washington 

Capitals centre Dale Hunter (left) 
and Buffalo SaDres winger Rick 
Valve (centre) collide along the 
boards as Sabre delenceman 
Uwe Krupp skates for the puck. 
Capitals won the game 6-3. In the 
other NHL matches, Chicago 
Black Hawks beat Vancouver 
Canucks 5-2 and New York 
Islanders defeated Winninipeg 
Jets 6-4. (Reuter wirephotos) 



Pooley takes lead in 
Bob Hope Classic 


LA QUINTA, Calif . Jan 20, (Reuter): Don Pooley, determined to 
maifft up for the previous day's disappointing finish, shot a splendid six- 
under-par 66 on the Bermuda Dunes course yesterday to take a one- 
stroke lead in the milUon-dollar Bob Hope Clastic golf tournament, 
Pooley finished at 1 5-under-par 201 with two rounds to go in this 90- 
hole event- Peter Jacobsen, who shot 69, and Australian Steve Elkrag- 
ton, who fired a 65 on the same PGA West/ Arnold Palmer course, were 
tied at 202. ..... 

' ”(3nKSSst hole bn Thursday, Pooley made a double bogey six' a« he 
hi ^ba rf»tfae-wa«ei8to<x)mplete a 70. . .. » 

Pooley said that mistake '‘made me more determined today not to 
make another mistake. It made me angry to think I could play so well 
and then give up two strokes on the last hole. I think it helped me 
today/ 


Neumann 
hits 68 for 
top place 


Robert Gamez, the winner last week at the Tucson Open in his first 

TcmKii 


tournament as a member ofthe PGA Tour, along with Tcm Kite, Chip 
Beck, Mike Reid and Don Shirey were tied at 13-under-par 203. 

Pooley played his outgoing nine in five-under 32 and then added two 
birdies plus a bogey coming home. He again stumbled at the end. 


however, and slipped from a two-shot lead when he bogeyed the 17th. 
EUrington made hn 


his dinb toward the top on thestrength of a string of 

seven birdies. 

The Australian started on the 10th hole and promptly made a bogey. 
He paired the next hole and then began hisrun ofbirdies. He hit the ball 
dose on every hole except his fifth where he was short of the green but 
chipped in from 30 feet. 

Kite had the lowest round ofthe fourth-place group, an eight-under- 
par 64 at Indian Wells. He played his first nine holes (starting at the 
1 0th) in seven-under-par 29. 


Kenyan spends last cents on competition 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand, 
Jan 20, (UPI): While Kenyan 
speedsters Jon Ngugi and Julius 
Kariuki look like certain gold 
medallists at the Common wraith 
Games, the sentimental 
favourite -is a 17-year-old lad 
who sold his family's only goat to 
pay for his bid to compete. 

The plight of Joseph Kiber has 
touched New Zealanders, many 
of whom fear they’ll end up with 
a tax hike to make up for a 
Games budget that is already 
$1 6.5 milli on in the red. 

In his smart slacks, jacket and 
tie along with a wiry build and 
curly hair, Kiber bears little 
resemblance to the desperate 
runner in ragged shorts and bare 
feet who qualified third in the 
10,000 metre trials in his 
homeland. 

Kiber shyly acknowledged he 
was so anxious for a spot on the 
national team he sold his family^s 
goat to make the trip from his 
home in the Elgeyo district to 
Nairobi. On the day of the event, 
he had enough money left to buy 



a cup of tea and one slice of toast 


cup 01 

“1 just want to win a gold 


Four workmen walk in front of a sign at Auckland's International Airport as the city prepares to host the 

Games. (Reuter wirephoto) . 


medal,” Kiber said between a 
rugged schedule of practice ses- - 
sions. 

' While his chances are con- 
sidered slim against the likes of 
teammates Moses Tanui and 
Samuel Bitok, who qualified first 
and second. Kiwis are hoping for 
a Cinderella story ending. 

“When I heard about his 
(Kiber's) determination to get 
here I stopped complaining 
about my taxes,” said a taxi 
driver. “There would be some 
justice in it all if be wins." 

Africa has returned in force to 
the Games after the 1986 Edin- 
burgh boycott, with Kenya’s 
competitors hopeful of medals. 
The premier athletes on the team 
are Ngugi, four times world 
cross-country . champion and 
gold victor at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics, and Seoul 3,000- 


metre steeplechase gold medal- 
list Kariuki. 

■ England refused today to 
withdraw from the Games amid 
an unexpected backlash from 
their cricket team’s tour of South 
Africa. 

“There is no legal ground to 
expel us on thebasisof the cricket 
tour because we fulfilled our 
obligations under the constitu- 
tion of the Commonwealth 
Games Federation,” said learn 
spokeswoman Caroline Searie. 

The proclamation stemmed 
from the demands of some 
African sports leaders seeking 
CGF action against England. 

“Every team is in training and 
competing,” said Searie, with 
England sending the largest 
delegation of 347 participants. 


Officials stressed they expect 
s from 


no adverse repercussions 


the cricket team’s tour. 

“The federation reaffirms its 
strong condemnation and disap- 
proval of the tour,” said CGF 
secretary David Dixon. He said 
however an executive meeting 
will beheld tomorrow, only three 
days before the start of the 
extravaganza that has attracted 
3, 100 athletes from 56 countries, 
the largest since the Games star- 
ted in 1930. 

After refusing to withdraw 
and return home, officials with 
the English contingent promptly 
announced Karen Briggs, four- 
time women’s world judo cham- 
pion. will carry the flag in the 
opening ceremonies. 

Dixon said he was “highly 
critical of the cricketers tour ana 
any 

South Afri 
Commonwealth 


indeed any sports contact with 
frica which puts the 


jeopardy.” 

“In no way is New Zealand 
responsible for what British 
sport is doing and the African 
countries have^ taken into 
account with their response to 
these Games,” he said. 

The English have also con- 
demned the tour. Searie said the 
country’s Commonwealth 
Games council did everything in 
its power to persuade the rebel 
cricketers to abandon their 
plans. 

“Under the terms of its con- 
stitution, the council was obliged 
to protest,” Searie said, “bnt it 
went one step further and wrote 
directly to the cricketers pointing 
out the consequences that there 
might be a boycott ofthe Auck- 
land Games if England com- 



ANew Zealand military helicopter hovers over the turf to dry the inner 
field at the Mount Smart Stadium, where the Games will be held. (Reuter 
” ' ' : 7 wirephoto) 


council could have done,” Searie . nutor accident in Australia, an 
said. 

“It has no jurisdiction over 
cricketem and the British govern- 
ment would not contemplate 
withholding passports.” 


Games in 


peted.” • : 

“There was nothing more the 


■ Malaysia’s top swimmer 
Norui Huda Abdullah has with- 
drawn from the Games because 
she has not recovered from a 


The swimmer informed the 
Olympic Council of Malaysia 
yesterday of her decision, which 
dief-de-mission Elyas Omar des- 
cribed as “unfortunate” just 
before the Malaysian contingent 
of IS spoilsmen and sports- 
women leftist evening for the 


MONTEGO BAY. Jamaica. Jan • 
20. (Reuter): Liseiotte Neumann 
of Sweden overcame gusli ng 
winds to post a three-unider-par 
, 68 yesterday that gave her a.cme- 
' shot lead after the first round of 
t ting, 

$500.000 Jamaica Classic. *' 

Neumann took advantage of 
gentler conations on the front 
nine of the par-71 TiyaUCIub to 
take the lead over Patty Sheehan 
and Missie Berleotti. Cathy 
Morse was another shot back at 
70. 

The Swede birdied three holes 
on the front side before making 
the turn into the last nine holes 
where the full brunt ofthe 40-kph • 
winds were felt. 

“On the front side, the wind 
does not blow as hard because 
there are more trees and hills,” 
said Neumann, who won the 
1988 US Women’s Open. 
Neumann birdied two holes 


and bogeyed two on the bad 
nine, including the 18th when 
she drove the ball right, hit a fom 
iron short, chipped and two-put 
ted from 12 feet. 

Berteotti made a batch of bir 
dies but was held down by fow 
bogeys — all through three-put- 
ting — as she finished the day ai 
two-under. 

“The greens are not easy. Yot 
have to use a lot of imagination," 
said Berteotti. “There are a lotol 


slopes and the course is in urea 


shape. 

Sheehan, who also shot 69 


described the day as “the war o 
the winds.” 

“At times it was a four-dul 
wind. Getting your balance ou 
there was tough,” said Sheehan. 


Jockey 


charged 


VINTON, Louisiana, 
(UPI): The phantom fo 
of the Delta Downs raj 
accused of hiding his h 
fog bank and then ru 
victory, has been ch - 


felony theft by fraud 

For the remainde 


ded 

track’s season. 

Sylvester Carmoucht 
taken into custody Thu 
the state police crimim 
tigative division and 
Lafayette. He was fri 
posting $1,500 bond. 


\--tumoucnc is aa 

heavy fog to hide hi 

ing officer, near tl 
stretch for a mi)e-l< 
race Jan 11. It is 

jockey remained at 

eight other horses ii 
cled the track, the 

race as the field ap 

final torn. 

Landing officer 
by 24 lengths but ) 
qualified because j 
frack officials su 
horse had not run tl 
• Hearings into 
began last Friday a 
unuing. 
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Doncaster 

official 

criticised 


Becker stands by drug quote, criticizes new courts 



LONDON, Jan 20, (Reuter): A 
top official at Doncaster 
racecourse, scene of last year's St 
Leger meeting fiasco, has been 
criticised for relying on methods 
“20 years out of date.” 

The charge is contained in a 
report issued today by the sport's 

ruling body in Britain, the Jockey 
Club. 

The report was ordered after 
last year’s St Leger, the final 
English Classic of the season, 
had to be transferred to Ayr in 
Scotland because of holes in the 
track caused by faulty drainage 
work. 

Doncaster clerk of the course 
Pat Firth, who retires from the 
post in March after 12 years, is 
described as “conscientious, 
hard working and dependable.” 
But the report concludes that 
Firth, who planned and superv- 
ised the drainage work, “cannot 
be absolved from his primary res- 
ponsibility under the rules.” 

His specifications for the work 
were “not based, we find, on 
informed study, instruction or 
consultation,” says the report 
“Indeed, Mr Firth had an 
entrenched scepticism of experts, 
preferring what he regarded as 
his own tried and trusted meth- 
ods. These are now 20 years out 
of date.” 


Sabatini tumbles out of Australian Open 


MELBOURNE, 


(Reuter): A distraught Gabriela 
Sabatini left the Australian Open 
tennis championships in a wheel- 
chair today after being forced to 
retire from her third round 
match with a severely twisted 
ankle. 

The exit of the second-seeded 
Argentine from the first match 
on centre court heralded a day 
when the opening Grand Slam 
tournament of the 1990’s finally 
came to life after five days of 
predictable results and little 
dr ama . 

Just 90 minutes later Aus- 
tralia’s Marie Woodforde collap- 
sed on court one with a similar 
but more serious injury than 
Sabatini, triggering a chorus of 
concern about the rubberised 
court surface. 

Wimbledon and US Open 
champion Boris Becker, who 
suggested Open organisers 
should switch back to grass, was 
untroubled on court against 
Frenchman Olivier Del ai tre. 

But Becker was less happy 
when asked about comments 
made in an interview with a West 
German magazine, which he 
stood by, that he would probably 
take drugs if he thought be was 
being beaten because other 
players were using them. 

Becker, the men’s second seed, 
and third seed Stefan Edberg 
both lost just eight games in rea- 
ching the last 1 6 where they were 
joined by Veli Paloheimo — the 
first Finn to go past the third 
round in a Grand Slam tour- 
nament — and American David 
Wheaton, who profitted from 
Woodforde's retirement. 


Underground holes left by 
drainage work led to the aban- 
donment of the St Leger meeting 
in September after four horses 
fed in two incidents on two dif- 
ferent days. Two jockeys spent 
two days in hospital. 

Holding 

But Doncaster council, 
owners of the racecourse, 
immediately leapt to the defence 
ofFzrth. 

. In criticised the Jockey Club 
-for not holding a similar 'inves-- 
tigatioa into- the abantjataident 
: 1 5 months earlier bfa meeting at 
Leicester' when the Midlands 
course was 'declared unsafe foll- 
owing drainage work. 

Doncaster's race committee 
chairman, Ron Gillies said: “We 
find this totally bewildering and 
it is totally unacceptable to (he 
council that the Jockey Club 
should apportion blame, par- 
ticularly to individuals, for not 
complying with non-existent 
rules-” 

Gillies also feels that more 
re fe r ence should have been made 1 
. 'Weather conditions during 

the summer. 

“It was the warm rat and driest 
for over 300 years. The report 
admits that the situation at Don- 
caster arose from a combination 
of circumstances which are never 
likely to be repeated." 

Among recommendations in 
the 20-page report is one that 
responsibility for the condition 
of tracks should rest in future 
with course executives. 

The reports also says all drain- 
age work and other repairs 
should be carried out with the 
knowledge and guidance of the 
dub's inspector of courses. 







Sweden's Stefan Ed berg enjoys a piece of cake for his 24th birthday on Sunday. Right: Boris Becker reacts 

after missing a shot. (Reuter wirephotos) 


fluent movers in the game, fell 
heavily when off balance after 
racing to reach a drop shot from 
West Germany's Claudia Por- 

wik. 

Leading 6-1 1-Oatthe time, she 
limped to her chair at the side of 
the court, with a lump the size of 
an egg dearly viable on the side 
of her left ankle before an ice 
pack was applied. A clearly dis- 
tressed Sabatini covered her eyes 
with a towel as Porwik came over 


Wheaton wfll now play fifth- 
ad Aaron Krickstein after the 


■ to offer sympathy. 
The five minut 


. seed Aaron Krickstein after the 
American defeated Lars Wahl- 
aren pf Sweden 6-7 6-2 6-3 6-2. 

•- Sabatini, one of the most 


The five minute period all- 
owed to players to recover from 
injury had nearly passed when, 
grimacing with pain, she told 
offidals she could not continue. 


She was taken to hospital 
where doctors said she had a 
sU^htly torn ligament in her left 

It will be two to three weeks 
before Sabatini can lest her leg 
again but Woodforde faces an 
operation, and six months out of 
the game, after tearing two 
ligaments completely away from 
his right ankle bone. 

The main beneficiary of 
Sabatmi's departure will be her 
doubles partner, world number 
one Steffi Graf, who now 
appears to have no serious rival 
for her third successive Open 
title. 

“She told me she was in a lot of 


Johnson stripped of records 


TOKYO, Jan 20, (AP): Track 
and field’s international govern- 
ing body decided today to strip 
Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson 
of his worlds records in the 100- 
metre and the indoor 50 — and 
60-metre dashes, a spokesman 
•said: - • • •. - 

Johnson’s records were erasysd^ . 
from the books because of his 
admitted use of performance- 
enhancing drugs. International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
spokesman Franco Fava told the 
Associated Press. 

The decision was made during 
a closed-door meeting of the 
lAAFs 23-member council this 
morning. 

The official announcement 
was set for tomorrow by IAAF 
president Primo Nebiolo, federa- 
tion officials said. 

Fava said the IAAF council's 


derision gave six-time Olympic 
gold medallist Carl Lewis his first 
world record in an outdoor 
individual event — 9.92 seconds 
in the 100-metres. 

Lewis, of the United States, 
docked that time at the Seoul 
Olympics in 1988 where he fini- 
shed second after Johnson. 

Johnson, however, had the 
gold medal and record time of 
9.79 seconds taken away because 
he failed a post-race drug test. 

The IAAF derision to also 
strip Johnson. 28, of his world 
records was made because the 
muscular Canadian admitted 
under oath last June that he 


Entry refused 


: HANNOVER, West Germany, Jan 
- 20, fUPI): European table tennis 
. champion Fliura Bulatova was 
refused entry to the European top- 1 2 
tournament yesterday after a tug-of- 
' war between the player and her 
' national association. 

The Soviet Union bad been trying 
* for weeks to prevent her entry and, 
although the paiyer made her own 
; way to the event and pleaded to be 
' allowed to play, sbe was turned down 

*• by the European Table Tennis 
i Union. 















Ben Johnson 

began using steroids in 1981 and 
was taking massive doses by 
1987, when his 100-metre record 
of 9.83 seconds was set at the 
world championships in Rome. 
He passed a drug test there. 


Carl Lewis 

Johnson’s record in the indoor 
50-metre dash of 5.55 seconds 
was officially replaced by East 
Germany's Manfred Kokot, 
who ran it in 5.61 seconds in 
February 1973 in Berlin: James 


Jordan helps Bulls shoot down Hawks 


ATLANTA, Jan 20, (AP): 
Michael Jordan, held to two 
points on l-for-10 shooting in 
the first half, scored 32 points in 

the second half last night, leading 

the Chicago Bulls to a 92-84 vic- 
tory over the Atlanta Hawks. 

The loss extended Atlanta’s 
longest losing streak in five years 
to six games, while Chicago 
stayed a half-game behind 
Detroit in the Central Division. 

Jordan scored 18 points in the 
third quarter, including 10 dur- 
ing a crucial 21-6 run late in the 
period. He was ll-for-14 in the 
second half. . 

The Hawks were ahead 54-40 
with 8:06 left in the third quarter 
on a dunk by Dominique Wilk- 
ins, who finished with 26 points. 
Six minutes later, the Bulls were 
ahead 61-60. 
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CeWet 109, Pacers 104 

Larry Bird scored 29 points, 
and Boston survived last-minute 
3-point field goals by Chuck Per- 
son and Reggie Miller to beat 
Indiana. 

The victory was the Celtics’ 
eighth in 1 1 games and their first 
at home yesterday after five con- 
secutive losses. The Pacers have 



Atlanta Hawks’ John Konnkak (left) and Chicago Bulls Scotty Pippins' 
go after a loose ball. (Reuter wirephoto) 


c OvvUU TV 

lost eight of their last 1 1 games, 
, including seven straight defeats 


on the road. 

Two free throws by Dennis 
Johnson gave Boston a lu3-“* 
lead with 59 seconds remaining. 
Person, who had 20 points, and 
MUler, who scored 1 5 of his 34 m 
the fourth quarter, then nit 3- 


pointers around two free throws 
by Reggie Lewis, closing the 
margin to 105-103 with 24 
seconds to play. 

Johnson hit two more foul 
shots with 21 seconds left, and 
Lewis made a game-clinching 
layup with 4.7 seconds remain- 
ing. 

Robert Parish added 22 points 


and Kevin McHaie 20 for Bos- 
ton. 

Results 

Boston 

109 

Indiana 

104 

Philadelphia 

102 

Miami 

95 

Orlando 

120 

New Jersey 

105 

Chicago 

92 

Atlanta 

84 

Detroit 

12S 

Go! dm State 

118 

Milwaukee 

103 

LA Laker* 

102 

Utah 

116 

Charlotte 

93 

Dallas 

117 

New York 

103 

Saa Antonio 

104 

Gevebnd 

101 



New York Knicks' Patrick Ewing (centre) tries to recover a rebound. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


“My performance today was 
absolutely embarrassing.** said 
Mandlikova, a two-time winner 
here. “If I'm not able to do more 
against a player like that, it’s very 
sad.” 

Donna Faber beat fellow 
American Ros Fairbank, seeded 
14th, while number three seed 
Zina Garrison of the United 
States had to fight back from a 
set down before beating France’s 
JsabelJe Demongeot 5-7 6-3 6-4. 

Becker said the rebound ace 
surface caused problems because 


surface caused problems because 
it reflected the heat and did not 


allow players to slip, holdin: 
their foot last when they change* 


their foot fast when they changed 
direction. 

But his views on drugs were 
what most interested a packed 
press conference. 



Sabaiini lies on ihe court.. 


‘When I’m competing in a 
ne and the only difference was 


pain and she has a very high pain 
tolerance,” said physiotherapist 
Kathleen Slroia, who described 
Sabatini’s injury as the worst of 
its type she had seen a tennis 
player suffer. 

“I think it could happen any- 
where but this surface tends to 
grip the fool and we have seen a 
lot of pulls and strains because of 

Porwick will now play South 
African Dinky van Rensberg 
while American Angelica Gavai- 
don's surprise 6-1 1-6 6-1 defeat 
of Australia’s seventh seed Hana 
Mandlikova earned her a fourth 
round clash with compatriot 
Gigi Fernandez, seeded 1 5. 


game and the only difference was 
that the other guy was beating me 
because he was taking drugs then 
I have two choices — I stop or I 
lake drugs as well. 

Result* 

Third round results at the Australian 
Open tennis championships today (prefix 
number denotes seeding) — 6-Mary Joe 
Fernandez (US) beat Julie Halard 
( France 1 6-0 3-6 6-0: Donna Faber (US) 
beat 1 4- Ros Fairbank (US) 6-3 6-4; 
Claudia Porwik (West Germany) beat 2- 
Gabriela Sabatini (Argentina) 2-6 0-1 
(retired); 15-Gigi Fernandez (US) beat 
Tami Whittmger(US) 7-6(8 -6) 6-3: Dinky 
van Rensburg (South Africa) beat Sandra 
Wasserman (Belgium) 6-4 6-2; David 
Wheaton (US) beat Mark Woodforde 
(Australia) 6-3 4-5 (retired); Veli Palo- 
hehno (Finland) beat Javier Sancbcz 
(Spain) 7-3 6-4 3-6 6-1; 2-Borts Becker 
(west Germany) beat Olivier Ddaitre 
(France) 6-3 6-1 6-4; Jonas Svenswn 
(Sweden) heal Lars Jonsson (Sweden) 6-4 
7-5 3-6 4-6 6-2; 5- Aaron Krickstein (US) 
bat Lars WaMgren(Sweden)6-7 (4-7) 6-2 
6-3 6-2; Catherine Tanvjer (France) beat 
Sabine Appelmans (Belgium) 7-6 (9-7) 6- 







0: Angelica Gavaldon (US) beat 7-Hana 
Mandkkova (Australia) 6-1 1-6 6-1; 3* 


M and Ilk ova (Australia) 6-1 1-6 6-1; 3* 
Stefan Edberg (Sweden) beat Paul Cham- 
berlin (US) 6-3 6-46-1: 16-Miloslav Medr 
(Czechoslovakia) beat Udo Riglcwski 
(West Germany) 6-4 6-2 64). 


V -*• 


Uv 


ATHLETICS 


...The Argentine wails lor treaimeni ... 


Sanford of the United States tied 
that record in San Diego in 
February 1981. 

Johnson's indoor 60-metre 
record of 6.41 seconds was taken 
over by US runner Lee McRae's 
6.50 seconds, Fava said. 
McRae's record was set in 
.Indianapolis in March 7,.l987-.., 

The IAAF further derided to 
nullify the women's indoor 50- 
roetre dash record of 6.06 
seconds held by Angela 
Issajenko, a Canadian and for- 
mer teammate of Johnson's. 

Issajenko testified at the Can- 
adian government inquiry that 
she bad taken drugs before her 
performance. Her record goes to 
Marita Koch, of East Germapy, 
who ran the 50-metre indoor in 
6.11 seconds in Grenoble in 
February 1980. 

After Johnson's confession, 
the IAAF introduced tougher 
rules against doping, including 
global, out-of-competition test- 
ing for steroids and their mask- 
ing agents. The IAAF, track and 
field’s international governing 
body, voted in September to take 
records away from athletes who 
testify under oath that they used 
drugs when the records were set. 

Records can be erased even if 
the athlete passed dope tests at 
the meets where the records were 
marked. 

The derision would normally 
become official on Jan l, when 
the IAAF releases its annual list 
of world records. 


Tanui betters 
Elliott’s 
1,000m record 


AUCKLAND. Jan 20, (Reuter): 
Kenyan William Tanui bettered 
Peter Elliott's jJiiw-daY-old New 
' Zealand allcomers' T.000 metres 
record today in the final warm-up 
athletics meeting for next week's 
Commonwealth Games. 

Tanui. who has a personal best of 
three minutes 36.6 seconds for the 
1,500, clocked two minutes 15.83 
seconds, leading from the front 
throughout. 

He passed 800 metres in just over 
1:48 and easily hekl off compatriot 
Sammy Tirop in the straight. 
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..A doctor lends to Sabanni's ankle... 


Englishman Elliott, who docked 
2: 16 JO for the d i s t a nc e in Hamilton 
on Wednesday, looked just as con- 
vincing in winning the 1,500 in 
3:36.76. 

Linford Christie, the Olympic 
silver medallist, ran the fastest (00 
metres ever in New Zealand with 
10. 1 8 but was denied the aU-comers' 
record because of a following wind of 
2.74 metres a second. 

Christie was beaten out of the 




am 


Nocks by Canada’s new hope Bruny 
Sunn but quickly recovered to take 
the lead at 60 metres and won easily. 




despite coasting over the last 10 

metres, and won easily, despite coast- 
ing over the last 10 metres. 

Christie later docked 20.54 in the 
200 — an all-comers’ record for just 
1 0 minutes when feflow-EagBshman 
John Regis, the world indoor cham- 
pion, ran 0.02 of a second quicker. 

■‘Everything is going very weU,” 
said Christie, whose 1989 season was 
disrupted by a bed injury. 

The European champion missed 
qualifying for the English 200 team 
here butsaid: “I am not complaining, 
the system, was fair. But I wanted to 
race the guys who were running the 
200 — that was my motivation.'' 

Australia’s Olympic women's 400 
metres hurdles champion Debbie 
FlmtofT-King, another athlete whose 
1989 season was marred by injury, 
showed sbe had made a fuO recovery 
with an untroubled win in 55.92, an 
all-comers’ record. 
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Perez to defend title 


...And she is wheeled out of the to urnament. (Reuter wirephoto) 

I Blind skier 


LOS ANGELES. Jan 20, (Reuter): Raul Perez of Mexico defends his 


suspended 


World Boxing Council bantamweight title on Monday against former 
champion Gaby Canizaies, who hopes to extend his family’s control of 


champion Gaby Canizaies. who hopes to extend his family's control of 
the division with a victory at the Los Angeles Forum. 

The scheduled 12-round bout will be the fourth title defence for the 22- 
y ear-old Perez, who has a professional record of 44 wins and one loss with 
28 victories within the distance. 


Canizaies, a 30-year-old American who held the World Boxing 
Association version of the title briefly in 1 986, is ranked seventh. He hasa 
professional record of 45-6. 


If Canizaies wins the WBC championship, it would create a unique 
situation in the bantamweight division with his family holding two of the 
three world titles. 


His brother Orlando already holds the Internationa Boxing Federa- 
tion (IBF) title which he is scheduled to defend on Wednesday in 
Sunderland, England, against Briton Billy Hardy. 

It will be the second meeting between Canizaies and Perez. In July 1 987. 
Perez stopped Canizaies in the ninth round ofanon-tille fight. Perez, who 
won the title in October 1988 with a unanimous decision over Colombian 
Miguel ’Happy.' Lora, defended his crown three times last year. 

Perez, whose nickname Jibaro,' means ‘the skinny one,’ has a huge 5- 
1 /2-inch (14 cm) height advantage and a 10-inch (25.4 cm) reach advan- 
tage over his opponent 


The soft spoken fighter from Tijuana revealed his determination at a 
press conference ahead of the bout “He will have to kill me to lake away 
the title," he said. 

Canizaies won the WBA title in March 1986 by stopping compatriot 
Richie Sandoval. Three months later in his next fight, be was dethroned 
by Bernardo Pinango of Venezuela who scored a unanimous derision. 


FLINT. Michigan, Jan 20. (AP): The 
US disabled ski team suspended a 
champion blind skier while they 
investigate allegations dial she isn't 
really sightless. 

Julie Wallace, 25. of Flint, insists 
t he suspicions are unfounded and has 
threatened legal action against the 
ski officials. She said she has medical 
proof that she is totally blind and has 
leukemia and a brain tumour. 

The Grand County SherifTs 
Department in Hot Sulphur Springs, 
Colorado, is investigating whether 
Wallace misrepresented herself to 
raise money from sponsors. Lt Tom 
Nison said. 

“She is so phenomenally better 
than anybody 1 have dealt with that 
that causes some immediate con- 
cern." said Jack Benedict, director of 
die disabled ski team. 

if Wallace is found lo have mis- 
represented her disability, she won’t 
be allowed to compete in next mon- 
th's international championships, 
and two gold medals won in contests 
last year will be taken away, said Paul 
Dibello of the National Sports Cen- 
tre for the disabled at Winter Park 
Resorts in Colorado. 

She will have to go .through “a 
very, very stringent test” to verify her 
lack of vision, Dibello said. 
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Villa beat Southampton to share lead 


Rush keeps Liverpool on top 


LONDON, Jan 20, (Reuter): Ian 
Rush stabbed home his 1 8 th goal 
of the season to help Liverpool 
stay ahead in the English Soccer 
League on goal difference today 
as closest rivals Aston Villa over- 
came determined Southampton 

Liverpool won 2-0 at Crystal 
Palace to remain on top with 46 
points, level with Villa, who have 
a game in hand, while third- 
placed Arsenal also kept in touch 
thanks to a 1-0 victoxy over arch- 
rivals Tottenham in their north 
London clash. 

Welsh international Rush, 
back into his familiar high-scor- 
ing routine at Liverpool, scored 
from close-range alter just eight 
minutes at Crystal Palace, whose 
last encounter with Liverpool in 
September ended in a 9-Q defeat. 

England forward Peter Beard- 
sley, who set up Rush's coal by 
neatly side-stepping goalkeeper 
Nigel Martyn, signed from Bris- 
tol Rovers for SI. 6 million, 
sealed the result in the 64th min- 
ute with a low shot from the edge 
of the area. 

Palace played the last 20 min- 
utes with only 10 men after an 
expensive error by manager 
Steve CoppelL 

He sent on two substitutes 
without realising that midfielder 


England, 

France 

triumph 

LONDON, Jan 20, (Reuter): 
England scored 16 points in a pulsat- 
ing final 10 minutes to crush Ireland 
23-0 (halftime 7-0) in their opening 
Five Nations Rugby Union cham- 
pionship match today. 

England scored two goals, two 
tries and a penalty goal, their final 
burst coming after a brief spell of 
Irish dominance midway through the 
second half in which the visitors came 
dose to what would have been a 
brilliant try. 

Ireland pressed hard from the start 
and dominated the line-outs, but full- 
back Simon Hodgkmson broke the 
deadlock after a quarter of an hour 
with a penalty from the right after 
one of a string of offsides excellent 
French referee Patrick Robin gave 
against the Irish forwards. 

In the 25th minute winger Rory 
Underwood burst through on the 
right, turned as he was tackled and 
fed veteran Prop Jeff Probyn, who 
stormed over for the first try. 

There was no more scoring for 
nearly 45 minutes until lock David 
Egerion claimed the second try 10 
minutes from time when England 
opted to run the ball for a free-kick 
near the Irish posts. Hodgkmson 
converted. 

Underwood brought his try tally 
for England to 19 in his 35th inter- 
national when he raced down his 
wing to finish off a superb move. 

Busy scrum-half Richard Hill 
began it, feeding flanker Pieter Win- 
terbottom from a ruck, and the ball 
readied the wing via fly-half Rob 
Andrew and both centres. 

Hodgkiuson failed to convert 
Underwood's try but be slotted the 
ball home after the last try in the final 
minute, when England turned an 
Irish attack into counter-attack and 
Jeremy Guscott ran over near the 
posts. 

B Champions France powered their 
way to a 29- 1 9 win over Wales today 
after Welsh lock Kevin Moseley was 
sent off. 

The French claimed their fourth 
successive victory in Cardiff and 
their eighth straight win over the 
Welsh. 

They overran the apposition in the 
second half and ended up with five 
tries. 

Moseley, winning his fifth cap, was 
sent off by English referee Fred 
Howard after 33 minutes for stamp- 
ing on French prop Jean-Pierre 
Garnet. 

His dismissal initially fired Wales 
to take a 1 3-9 lead at halftime, thanks 
to a cheeky try by wing Mark Tttky 
and accurate penalty-kicking from 
PaulThorburu. 


Top player 

MONTEVIDEO, Jan 20. (Reuter): 
Brazilian .soccer star Jose Roberto 
dnma ‘Bebeto’ has been declared 
Latin America's top player. The 
goal-scoring forward, who is a mem- 
ber of Brazil's World Cup squad, 
received his award from Eduardo 
Rocca, the Uruguayan Football 
Federation's representative of the 
International Soccer Association 
(Fife). 



RESULTS of marathon bridge game 
held on Friday: 

1. Dr Add & Mrs Dona Matterny 

2 . Sberin & Sabri 

3. Nahila Akd & LoDo Murthwaite 
With handicap points 

1. A. Tawfl & Bianca 

2. Heneidi & Rita 

3. Aurora & Chandrashekhar 




Nottingham Forest move up into 
fourth on 36 points, ahead of 
Southampton, after beating 
Derby 2-0. 

Goalkeeper Martyn, who had 
never played against Liverpool, 
was given a baptism of fire as 
Rush pushed hard to maintain 
his strike rate of 10 goals in the 
past 10 matches. 

Results 

English Dtriann One 

Arsenal I Tottenham 0 

Aston Villa 2 Southampton I 

Chelsea 3 Charlton I 

Crystal Palace 0 Liverpool 2 

Derby 0 Nolls Forest 2 

Evert on 2 Sheffield Wed 0 

Luton I QJ’.R. I 

Manchester C. I Coventry 0 

Mill wall 0 Wimbledon 0 

Flaying Sunday: Norwich v Manche- 
ster United 

Eag&sfc DMsfenTwo 


Shrewsbury I Reading 1 

Wigan 1 Blackpool 1 

Played Friday; 

Tr an me re 2 Fulham 1 

Playing Sunday: Swansea v Hudders- 
field 

LqUDbiMFoa 


Aldershot 

Burnley 

Cambridge 

Carlisle 

Colchester 

Doncaster 

Hartlepool 

Maidstone 

Scunthorpe 

Torquay 

Wrexham 

York 


CKQingbam 

Rochdale 

Grismby 

Hereford 

Chesterfield 

Exeter 

Halifax 

Peterborough 

Lincoln 

Stockport 

Scarborough 

Southend 



Platini (right): addressing the press conference 


Scottish FoothaB Association (FA) Cnp 


Barnsley 

Bournemouth 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Oldham 

Oxford 

Portsmouth 

Port Vale 

Sheffield U. 

Sunderland 

West Ham 

Wolves 


Plymouth 

Ipswich 

Stoke 

Watford 

Newcastle 

Blackburn 

Bradford 

Brighton 

Middlesbrough 

West Bromwich 

Hull 

Swindon 


tUrdromd: 


A. 

Airdrieoaians 


Inverness C 

Albion 

6 

Clydebank 

Ayr 

0 

Si Mine* 

Brechin 

0 

Hibernian 

Cowdenbeath 

3 

Stranraer 

Dundee 

0 

Dundee U 

Dunfermline 

0 

Hamilton 

East Fife 

3 

Meadowbank 

Forfar 

1 

Celtic 

H carts 

2 

Falkirk 

Morton 

2 

Raith 

Molherwdl 

Partkk 

7 

2 

Clyde 

Aberdeen 

Queen of S 

0 

ADoa 


France set to face 
Kuwait in friendly 


Southampton’s Kevin Moore (left) and Paul Rideout (right) sandwich 
Villa’s Ian Olney and Ian Ormondtoyd. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Eddie McGoldrick was on the 
ground with a knee injury and in 
need of a stretcher. 


Arsenal’s slim home victory 
over Tottenham kept them in 
third place on 42 points, while 


Bolton 

Brentford 

Bristol C 

Crewe 

Mansfield 

Notts County 

Preston 


EugHsh Divisoa Three 


Cardiff 
Bristol R 
Bury 

Birmingham 
Chester 
Leyton Orient 
Rotherham 


Kuwait’s title bid foiled 


Dubai Horse Show 


DUBAI: Dina Baijan's bold attempt to win the 
junior Grand Prix title for Kuwait at the Dubai 
Horse Show was foiled as the U AE added to its 
string of victories yesterday. 

Riding Caravan, the young Kuwaiti was one 
of four riders to produce a clear round at the 
Metropolitan Hotel showground and reach the 
jump-off. 

First back into the arena. Baijan had one 
fence down and then saw a trio of Dubai 
youngsters go clear to take the top three places. 

Ameena Dasmal on Dubai Surprise swept 
into the lead with a time of 34.1 1 secs. Shemma 
Abulhoul was faster on Ibn El Khursan in 33. 15 
secs, but they were both beaten as Annisa 
Buisaim surged to victory on Ha Mariam 31 .37 
secs. 

Earlier Zaad Rashid on the Kuwait Police 
team’s Mr Moses took second place in the 
knockout stakes, in which two riders were 
paired against each other over identical cour- 
ses. 

Rashid produced some fine performances to 
reach the final before losing the race against the 
UAE’s Adel Ahmed on Oliver. Kuwait's Nader 
Ibrahim on Hot Gossip and Saudi Arabia's 
Capt. Sulim an At Dakhil on Shafi were joint 


third. 

Kuwait had enjoyed its best success on 
Friday night in the Ghandour Team Cup. Vic- 
tory went to the combined Kuwait Army and 
police team ofFelah Al Moteri on Archway, Ali 
A1 Aizmi on Statesman, Jaal Rashied riding 
Legerway and Rakad A1 Dhafeerj on Liwice, 
with a combined total of just eight faults over 
two rounds. 

Runners-up ahead of the star-studded Rest 
of the World team were Kuwait Hunting and 
Equestrian Gub A, for whom Nadia A1 Mut- 
awa on Joost, Hisham Hateb riding Vindicator, 
Juliet Bosel on Hood unit and Gemila A 1 Mut- 
awa on Kuwait Bibi collected 11-1/2 faults. 

They were all hoping for another Kuwaiti 
triumph in the senior Grand Prix event last 
night, in which Britain's Michael Whitaker was 
attempting to follow up his wins in the opening 
international class and the new Emirates 
Stakes. 

By taking that second title — introduced 
this year by the international airline of the UAE 
— Whitaker put himself within sight of a 
unique treble at the show which has attracted 
record entries this week and seen some thrilling 
contests. 


Rimgere 3 Si Johnstone 0 

Postponed: East Stirling v Stirling 
Scottish Premier Division — no mat- 
ches scheduled. 

Scottish Division One — no matches 
scheduled. 

Scottish Division Two 
Kilmar nock 2 Sieahoasemuir 0 

Montrose 4 Arbroath 2 

Postponed: Dumbarton v East Fife. 
East Stirling v Stranraer. Queen orSooth v 
Brechin, Stirling v Cowdenbeath. 


Former champs 
to top bill at 
music recital 

JAKARTA, Jan 20, (UPI): 
Three former boxing champions, 
Muhammad Ali, Larry Holmes 
and Tim Witherspoon are set to 
top the bill at a sports and music 
recital in Jakarta next March, the 
official news agency Antara 
reported today. 

A spokesperson for the organ- 
iser Ade Nasution said the three' 
greats will be part of agroup of 60 
entertainers from the United 
States who will perform three 
shows during their stay in Jak- 
arta. They arrive on March 14. 

Nasution said 48-year-old AH 
will not throw a single punch 
during the show but Holmes and 
Witherspoon will treat fans to a 
three- round exhibition match. 

American fans should get to 
see the show, too. The US telev- 
ision network Financial News 
Network (FNNj plans to broad- 
cast it live across the United 
States . Nasution said. 

According to the FNN’s vice- 
president Amie' Rosenthal, 
FNN has an audience of more 
than 30 million people in the 
United States. 


By Emad Al Quranl 

FRANCE meet Kuwait this 
evening in its second game of its 
three-match tour of Kuwait In 
the first match on Thursday, 
France beat Qadsiya Sports Club 
3-0. 

This evening's match will be 
played at the Kazma Sta dium 
and will start at 5.30 pm. 

France, who are preparing for 
the 1994 World Cap and the next 
European Soccer Champipn- 
ship, have brought a full-stren- 
gth ride to Kuwait and are expec- 
ted to win the game. 

Kuwait who readied the 1982 
World Cup finals in Spain, are 
expected to put up a fight. 
Kuwaitarealso preparing for the 
Gulf Soccer Championships 
which they are hosting next 
month. 

Michel Platini, manager of the 
French team said in Kuwait yes- 
terday that' he had chosen 
Kuwait to hold a training camp 
because of his friendly relations 
with Sheikh FahdAl Ahmad, the 
suitable climatic conditions and 
the facilities provided by 
Kuwait. 

Addressing a press conference 
in Kuwait yesterday, Platini wel- 
comed the Kuwait national team 


to hold a training camp m France 
but said that July was the most 
appropriate time to hold such a 
camp. 

Asked about the failure of 
France of not reaching the World 
Cup final rounds, Platini said 
that his feelings were the same as 
that of the Kuwaitis who also did 
not qualify for the World Cup 
finals. He predicted that 
traditional football countries 
like Brazil, Argentina, Holland, 
Italy, West Germany and per- 
haps Yugoslavia and England 
will reach the finals of the World 
Cup. 

Platini added that he was satis- 
fied with the performance of his 
team but said that be is introduc- 
ing comprehensive changes to 
the French football. He said that 
he tries to incorporate tactics 
that suit all the players he selects. 
He also wants to include a new 
spirit in the team. Platini said 
that the French team performed 
well recently and has not lost its 
last six matches. He stressed that 
France would reach the final 
rounds of the European Cham- 
pionship. Platini armed that *in 
Europe they say we are in the 
1 3th position, bull want to show 
them the true quality of French . 
soccer.” 


Moon takes WBC crown 


SEOUL, Jan 20, (Reuter): South 
Korean Moon Sung-KU floored 
Nana Konadu of G hana three 
times on his way to becoming 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
super-flyweight champion 
today. 

Referee Antonio Martines 
stopped the fight at theend of the 
ninth round of the scheduled 12 
when Moon suffered a bad cut 
over his left eye caused by a dash 
of heads. 

The South Korean was adjud- 
ged the winner on the basis of the 


points scored when the bout was 
halted. 

Konadu, making his first 
defence, of the title he wrested 
fromGilberto Romanof Mexico 
last December, suffered an early 
shock when Moon floored him 
midway through the first round 
with a left to the chin. 

Konadu was knocked down a 
second time a few seconds later 
but recovered quickly to drop the 
South Korean to his knees with a 
left counter in the dying seconds 
ofa hectic opening round. 


Argentine star 
starts another 
controversy 

MILAN, Italy, Jan 20. (AP): 
Argentine soccer star Diego 
Maradona, who is used to creat- 
ing uproars on and off the field, 
began a crusade this week against 
the I talian sportswriters practice 
of grading players performances . 

Maradona complains that 
players are treated like school 
boys in Monday sports pages by 
writers who give marks ranging 
from one to 10 based on a 
player's performance in Sun- 
day’s Major League action. 

The talkative forward, who 
was apparently stung by the low 
marks he received after last Sun- 
day's match, is likely to get the 
full support of other players. 
However, the players have little 
hope of bringing an . end to the 
popular soccer feature that has 
appeared in Italian newspapers 
since the 1950s. 

Maradona, who recently 
eaiwted an interna tional furore by 
alleging that the World Cup 
draw had been fixed, complained 
that sportswriters “have no right 
to treat us hkechildren.” He uso 
contended that “their jud- 
gements are often in bad faith.” 

Maradona urged die Italian 
Association of Professional 
Players — a sort of players’ trade 
union — to defend its members 
from the "attacks" of the repor- 
ters and to posribly put an end to 
the publication of the report- 
cards. 

Merit marks for soccer players 
are published in some West Ger- 
man and French newspapers but 
not in England. 

Maradona’s complaint began 
Monday when Naples' most 
authoritative daily n Mattino 
gave him an extremely low mark 
— 3-5 — for his Lacklustre perfor- 
mance against Udinese. 

In Italy’s soccer report cards, 
which sometimes combine low or 
high marks with a brief explana- 
tion for the judgement, six is con- 
sidered the lowest passing mark. 


Al Soor beat Shuwaikh for crown 


By Sonny Mariano 

AFTER the long and gruelling 
elimination round, the top four 
from a field of 12 teams which 
qualified for the step-ladder 
championship brought out the 
best moments of the L&M-PBAK 
Winter League. 

The first match of the step-lad- 
der was between Surra- Magnolia/ 
Far East and Salmiya-NTC who 
placed 3rd and 4th respectively in 
the elimination round. The NTC- 
Traders took the early initiative 
and has the slight advantage 
going into the 9th frame. A sud- 
den turn of events turned the tide 
in favour of title hungry Mag- 
nolia-Far East and they held on to 
turn back the NTC Traders. 

This victory gave Magnolia- 
Far East a shot at the second 
running Al Soor-Najd Cargo. The 
first few frames showed another 
tensed and exciting game about to 
unfold but the Cargo forwarders 
showed a lot bowling power in the 
remaining frames to easily subdue 
the threat of Magnolia-Far East. 

After this morale- boosting 
triumph, Al Soor-Najd Cargo 
who have been in the second posi- 
tion all throughout the elimina- 
tion round had to contend with 
their previous tormentor and top 



Al Soor Najd Cargo: champions 


qualifier Shuwaikh-Chiquita for 
the coveted title. Both teams made 
it clear to one another that there 
was no room for errors and mis- 
sed shots as they traded strikes 
i and spares right from the start. 

This scenario put the spectators 


at edge of their seats and made 
them more tense and nervous 
than the bowlers themselves. It 
was at this point that the Cargo 
Forwarders stepped on the gas 
and with Saleh at helm they outs- 
cored the Banana Magnates in the 


3rd. 4th, and 5th frames to move 
up by 5 big marks. But like a true 
blooded champion Chiquit8 
fought back mightily in next three 
frames to cut down the lead of 
Najd Cargo to 2 marks. In the 9th 
and penultimate frame, Najd 
Cargo held on to the lead but 
Chiquita was now fast dosing in. 
The 1 0th and final frame turned 
out to be battle of the nerves 
where a single missed shot was like 
a deadly sin. 

.After the first four bowlers of 
each team had finished their 
games, the lead of Al Soor-Najd 
Cargo was reduced to a single pin 
and victory and defeat was now at 
the hands of the anchor man of 
both teams. The two anchor men, 
Saleh for Najd Cargo and Lando 
Caburao for Chiquita. bad spares 
going into the last frame so the 
results of their first throw would 
spell a lot of difference. To add to 
the suspense, both bowlers man- 
aged to topple 9 pins in their first 
throw which really brought down 
the match to wire and as other 
might call it a photo finish. 

Both bowlers now bad to make 
a spare to stay in the game and 
Saleh gloriously converted his 
shot and scored 9 pinfalls in his 
bonus ball. All eyes were now on 
the banana king Lando Caburao 




Chiquita: 1st runner-up 




Far East. 2nd runner-up 


who had to convert on his shot for 
a spare and then score 9 pinfalls 
on his bonus ball to tie or a strike 
for title. 

But just as Lando had throws 
the ball, everybody in the gallery 
knew that it would miss the single 
pin which stalled their title reten- 
tion bid thus giving the Al Soor- 
Najd Cargo a reason to jump for 
joy. For Shuwaikh-Chiquita it 
must really be a heart-breaking 
loss but for most of those who 
witnessed this battle royale. they 
too are champions in their own 
right and so with that other teams 
who participated. And for all their 
efforts and great team spirit Al 
Soor-Naj’d Cargo, the champions 
of them all. deserved this hard 
earned victory. 

The final outcome of the 
individual awards are as follows: ' 
for men. High Garoe-Moham- 
raed Al Amer (258), High Series- 
Naser Seraj (645), High Average- 
Rico Pino (1 84) and Most Valua- 
ble Player- Rico Pino (Shuwaikh- 
Chiquita). For women' High 
Game-Jerre Fox (236), High 
Series-Debbie Proctor (584), 
High Average-Amy Abdon ( 165) 
and Most Valuable Player-Bojo 
Ham dan (Tectron). 

After the smooth staging of this 
league, due recognition and 
thanks should be given to the 
organising committee beaded by 
tournament chairman Cora Paras 
assisted by tournament directors 
Vic Paras, Bojo Ham dan, Jimmy 
Tadena, Beda Borja, Milo Coron- 
ado, Joe Bilog, Mars BaHsi, Burt 
Ramos, Flor Tongsoo, Robert 
Virgo, and Rico Pino. The same 
goes to Ms Julie Dent of Holiday 
Inn and to L&M for sponsoring 
the tournament 

Announcement 

The general election of the next set 
of PBAK officers for the year 1990 
will be held on January 26 from 3:00- 
8:00pm at the Holiday Inn ballroom. 
For further information, consult any 
of the outgoing PBAK officers. A 
final meeting or the outgoing PBAK 
officers will be held a i the new Far 
East Restaurant on January 24 at 
exactly 7:00 pm. 



The French team of Didier Auriol and Bernard Occelli at the start in 
Sestriere. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Biasion seeks 3rd title 


SESTRIERE, Italy, Jan 20, 
(Reuter): Massimo Biasion set off 
from the Italian start point for the 
Monte Carlo rally yesterday with his 
sights on a third year as world rally 
champioQ- 

Tbe It alian , m a works Lancia 
Delta Integrate, was al the wheel of 
one of 29 cars that left the Alpine 
resort of Sestriere on a 1,151 km 
route to Monte Carlo via Milan. 

Lauda have won the Monte Carlo 
classic, the first race of the world . 
championship season, in each of the 
last four years with Biasion trium- 
phant in 1987 and 1989 and overall 
world champion in both of the last 
two seasons. 

“My ann is to win my third con- 


secutive workltitie. I fear the Mitsub- 
ishi but I've got to keep an eye on my 
own team mates as well,” Biasion 
saidinSestrieje. 

He was referring not least to 1986 
and 1987 world champion Juba 
Kanknnea of Finland, now back 
with L a nci a after two seasons at 
Toyota. 

_ Kankhmen was furious with Lan- 
cia orders in I987tc let Biasion win in 
Monte Carlo but says he is no longer 
resentful. 

Sestriere was one of five start 
points for the rally proper, which 
begins tomorrow. The others were in 
France, Spain, Switzerland and West 
Germany. 


Filcheck entries open 

THE first rated chess tournament organised by the FiMpi.no Chess Gub in 
Kuwait (Filcheck) will start Feb 2, 1 990 at the new Kabayan Restaurant. 

The tournament is open to all Filipino chess enthusiasts, male or female. 


into three categories namely the beginners, the middle strength and the seed ed 
players according to their rating tests and/or previous tournament standing. 
Each group will play an 8-round Swiss system to determine the champion and 
three runner-ups for each group. A total of 60 members am expected to join. The 
final list of participants wiD be released next Sunday Jan 28 as the deadline for 
registration has been moved to Friday, Jan 26. 

Each player s h ag ma ke his first 45 moves in 1-1/2 hours and the succeeding 15 
moves in 30 minutes. A player who oversteps the time regobuon will be adjudged 
loser and bis opponent winner of the game. A 30-minute defaulting time will be 
observed. 

Meanwhile, Filcheck president Edward Racaza has naked afl members to 
attend a meeting to discuss the mechanics of the games at 6dX) pm on Thursday 
FDchecfc day, at the new Kabayan Restaurant. 












